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TO THE 

QUEEN. 



Having experienced the efficacy 
of Your Royal Patronage in the 
flattering attention ivhich was paid to 
my former Address to Ladies, on the 
fubjeiSl of Charitable Inftitutious, I 
•<buld not refift the dtfire of producing 
my new Oeco^omt' of Charity to 
the World, under the fame favourable 
aufpices — By con^lying with a requeft, 
ndiich I 'Was fearful would appear pre- 
iumptuous, after dfuch repeated indul- 
gences xrf the fame nature, Your Ma- 
jesty has conferred an additional ob- 
it ligation 
> • 
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•EDICATION. 

ligation upon me, which demands my 
moft grateful acknowledgments; and 
I hope, Madam, that the permiffion fo 
gracioufly given me, to dedicate this 
work to YotJ, will be confidered by 
thofe refpeftable charafilers, to whom 
the following pages are addreffed, as 
a frefli inftance of Your Majesty's 
pipus and benevolent regard for the 
interefts of Religion, and the welfare of 
the Poor, which in the prcfent day, 
Hand in particular need of every fup- 
port that can be given them ; and 
which already owe much to You ft 
Majesty's influence and example. 

What happinefs mull it afford You 
Madam to refleft, that in au Age, 
when infidelity, and licentioufnefs of 
manners have been fpreading them- 
felves in all nations, and among %\l 
4 ranks 
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ZnSDICATION. 

ranks of people, You have fteadily ad- 
hered to the Faith and Praftice of a 
Chriftian in the mod elevated flation. 

That the choiceft Bleffings, and the 
fweeteft Confolations of that Holy Re- 
ligion which You have thus adorned, 
may be your conftant portion in this 
world ; and that they may be fuc- 
ceeded by the joys of Eternity, is the 
fervent Prayer, of 

Madam, 

Your Majesty's 

moft grateful, 

moft obedient, and 

moft humble Servant, 

SARAH TRIMMER 



Brentford, 
May 4^ i8oi» 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



AS the following JFork^ though 
formed upon the fame Principle, differs 
greatlif in its. Conttnt^from that which, 
Ipublijhed in the year 1787 under the 
fame title^ it is neceffary for me to ac- 
count for the alterations J have made. 

When I undertook . to write The 
Oeconomy of Charity, my firji 
objed; was^ to incite the attention of 
Ladies to tfie then recent In/iitution of 
Sunday Schools, which I conceived would 
derive great advantages frmn timr coun- 
tenance andfupport ; but under the idea 
that this new Jpecies of Charity would 
lead to an intercqurfe between the Poor 
and their fiiperiorsy which would awaken 
the Jfronge/i feelings of compqj[Jion u% 
the, hearts of tlie qfihientj tc/wards tbofr 
a 3 wJiom 
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whom they would find in ajiate ofign^ 
rance^ deprwoiti/y and wreichednefs, be- 
yond imagination ; I ventured to add 
fome defultory hints towards improving 
the condition of the Poor^ by making 
them more generally thefubjeQs o^ pri- 
vate benevolence, and by forming 
Committees and Affociations jQ^r their 
relief. 

During the interval that my Oeco- 
NOMY OF Charity was out of print 
(nearly twehe years) I hwe had frequent 
thou^ts of republjjhing it, and indeed^ 
many flattering applications have been 
made to me for a new Edition ; butflnd- 
ing that all I had written concerning 
duiritable inflitutions f&r the adult Poor 
was fuperceded by the numberUfs Plans 
which had been brought into effeSt by 
perfons of fuperior abilities^ little ap- 
peared to be left for me to fay^ except- 
ing upon the fubjeB of the Religious 
Education of tiiie Children of the Poor, 

which 
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ADVERTISEMENT. JX 

wiikh forms a part only of a Syftem of 
Charity. — This part has employed my 
kf fare hours from the time I Jirji be'^ 
came a Vifitor of Sunday Schoob, till I 
hctce nearly completed A Plan of appro- 
priate Inftru6tion/or the Poor; of which 
a Piofpeftus was given to the Public, in 
the year 179% in a Pamphlet, entitled^ 
" Reflexions on the Education of Chil- 
dren in Charity -Schools, &c/' which 
was, infoByU kind of Appendix to the 
Oeconomy of Charitt, though not 
addrefled to Ladies. 

* To this Man of appropriate Inftruc- 
tion, which extends it/elf to Charity 
Schools of all denominations, the Firft 
Volume of my prefent Oeconomy of 
Charity relates; and I have inter- 
woven with my former obfervations and 
arguments injkoour of Sunday Schools, 
a»iif Schools of Induftry, a conjiderable 
part of the Pamphlet above-mentioned, 
for the purpo/i of making my Plan fully 
a 4 knowfu 
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know??. tVben the importance of the 
md they are defigned to promote is duly 
weighed^ I hope I Jhall not be charged 
kith vanity for thtis endeavouring to di^ 
re^' the attention of LaiMes to Books of 
nhich I am niyfelf the Author^ 

JVhik my tintt ^fni thought, hw9 
keen occupied m the fi3ii)^t^ of the edtc- 
eatian of the cMldten ^ the l^oor; a 
nki/i hc^py Revol^ti^^i, / may caU ityin 
the cJmrituble w^^ld^ has b^en brought 
about ^ through the m^ed efforts pf. tht 
members of a Society compofed of fome 
if the fr^ charaB^ers m,itk£ Mngdom^ 
&?ko/e Reports coi>jiitute m Oeconomy 
OF Charity, in compsH/m of mhich^ 
my feeble attempt fnks^into^ in^gnific^nae 
even in my oion e/ihnation; but (idkuatedi 
as I trujl I am, by t^it fame fpifii, and 
feeling an ambitioutt defire^Ao be nunt: 
bered with the coadjutor^ of otitis ej^^h 
kfit Society^ I have impo/idi^^ ^^^itf^U^ 
the pleajing tajk . ofx tfiamg. M^ f^ 
jfiepSj with a view ofqrigaging Ladies in 

the 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



adv-:Srtisemen'^. xi 

the execution of thofe Plans^ in which 
I conceive their talents may he employed 
with advantage to the community, and 
with fatisfailion to themfelves. — For 
thisprnfofcy inftead of mloi^ging upoti 
the ^^erent modes of cJiarity rchich are 
mmi in ^peraticfn, I hofbe, in the Second 
Volume ^the following: Worky infrO" 
iueed Ex4pra€Ts, chi^y from the Re-, 
porta of the Soetety, but partly from 
other ibttmes of kiforniatioti^ . and or* 
fmk^^^t^m ma regular fevieS) VA»f 
jLadks^ without ih€ trotMeof repsarckf 
nu^JSe at once in what In/Htutitms 
tkey may exert tfheir LenMoknce with 

• Whtt I can claim^ a$^ my xmn^.hefide^ 
fbmeopcfffianali^navks^ inieifperfedzcitk 
f&e tspbove meuthned Exti-afts, relaHes 
chief y to ^iibfnc^ whkh properly bekmg 
A» the pr&Kincehf^'&iyJeXj. excepting thk 
flints, conderning Dilkifi; Chapei& .<MMf 
Sunriay .Gifts, xi)iuciL I tvuji will not^ hk 

deemed 
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deemed imperthmit, as they are offered 
with diffidence and fui^mi/^ion. 

The Appendix to each Volume conjijis 
of Examples, which are intended to 
Jhew that what I have taken the liberty 
to recommendy is really praftieable. — 
All I have tofear^ is, that Jbnie Ladies 
Jhould be dijheartened by the number 
of the charitable inftitutions in which 
they are requejied to take an aStwe part; 
yetfurely, this very circumfiawe fliould 
animate them to the undertakings as it 
proves the importance of the Female 
Sex in Jbciety. And who would Jhrink 
back with timidity from that duty which 
others (perhaps of inferior talents and 
influence) have performed with courage 
andfuccefs? — Be/ides^ it is not expeQed 
that each individual Jhould engage ir^ 
every Plan which is here exhibited; nor 
is it pqffible to do foj becaufe fame ef 
thefe Plans depend upon local Jituation. 
Hawevery there certainly is, at the pre* 

fent 
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ADVERTISEMENT. xiii 

fejil timey an imperious call for the e.r- 
ertions of every member of the commu- 
nity of the higher ranks^ to pay atten- 
tion to the condition of the common people^ 
and I truji there is in the hearts of the 
Ladies of this Nation a difpojition 
to perform their part for the benefit 
and improvement of their indigent and 
ignorant fellow-creatures. — In this con* 
fidence^ and with the borrowed affijia:nce^ 
of abler adoocateSj Iprefent my Addrcfs 
en theJkbjeS of Charity to their candid 
confideration. 
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THE 

CECONOMY OF CHARITV. 



I F any period in . particulftr calk 
for the exercife of Charity^ the prc^ 
^nt times must be a,llo.wed to, do so ia 
an extraordinary. degree, AV.hen obje£U 
9£ diftr^ are multiplied bej'H?nd all 
calculation! aQ^r.td^e nuniher of benof 
favors c^ftfiderably leflened, in confe-r 
quencc ;Qf ;the e^essive dearnefi. of 
' provifioji^ ;. by which, not only- a^ re- 
ift^uint is .l^id , upon the . will qf inany 
who were formerly cfii^erjful ^hera^ 
but it ia to be feared, ih«^t 'num|)ers of 
truly. cl^aritable:.perfoi:}8, have lately 
been under the fevere ne9e0ity of join- 
ing the train of fupplicants, for a fliarc , 
in.thofe.{^bli6 bene&^Uo^ to.whieh, 
in their better days, they- :||rotfbl*gladly 
•'vol. I. ti have 
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S OECONOMY OF tJHARITT, 

have contributed. To the honour of 
the opulent in geuei;al, it must, how- 
ev^er, he confeffed, that in proportion 
as diftreis has increafed, charity hUs 
abounded. To relieve the miferies of 
the indigent in ^very poffible way by 
the inoft oeconocnical means, has been 
made ^e ftudy of the learned as a 
icience, irhilft many pcrfons of rank 
and fortune have condefcended to ap^ 
pear in the charad:er of public Almo- 
ners* y dealing out with thch own hands 
thofe feafonable fuppKes which their li- 
beral bounty had contributed to fumiih. 
A Society has alfo been ibtmcd for the 
exprels purpcfe of bettering the condi^ 
ticn of the poor, under the patronage of 
The KiNof^ which can boafi amongft 
its members fome of the most diftin- 
guifhed perlbnages of the age, by whofe 
individusd exertions a varie^ of plans, 

. * Aetbe (bh^ dbbliniiiMtit^ in pardenlar* 
f Forahac^untpf tUs Society, fee VoL II* . 

. .cal- 
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ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 3 

calculated to remedy the evils, and 
increaie the comforts of a state of po- 
verty, have been fuccefefully executed. 
This benevolent and important Society, 
by publifliing from time to time Reports' 
of the proceedings of its members in 
different parts of the kingdom, holdd * 
out powerful invitations to all who can 
command either time or money, to 
follow such excellent eximfJIcs; and 
from the effefls of the experiments 
^hich have already been made, there 
is reafon to hope that by united endea-* 
vours we fliall fee, in the coude of a 
few years, not only a great change in 
the outward circumftances of the poor, 
but a proportionable reformation in 
tfieif principles and manners. 

In the lift of fubfcribers to the fund 
of this Society, I obferve with great fa- 
tisfa6i;ion the nai^ies of many Ladies ; 
but as few are mentioned in the re- 
ports, I am apprehenfive that the na- 
tural diffidence of our fcx, frequently 
b2 hinders 
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4. OEGONOMY OP CHARITY, 

hinders Ladies from taking that a6;tte 
part in the execution of platijs for the . 
benefit of the poor, for which they arc 
ii^-fofhe refpe6k8 pre-eininently;.qualified. 
I: am therefore induced once more to 
bring forward, with alterations, fuited . 
to what may be deemed a new (era in, 
I iljte annals of Charity, a work, honoured 
zt its fiift appearance far beyond it^v 
il^ritS) and which I have reafon to 
l)ope, from the frequent inquiries that 
bave been made, after it, fince it has 
been out of print, has not funk into 
oblivion ; and happy I am to find upon 
entering on the tafk of revifal, that fuch 
a^itiom Bnd alterations are become 
neceffary as will render my (Economy 
OF Charity at its republication, in 
many re^eds a new book. 
. Whien I firft toojc the liberty of ad- 
dreffingladies on the fut^6i of Charity, 
it; was to fubmit to their canfideration, 
ibme thoughts and obfervations upon 
the great advantages that would pro- 
bably 
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T^ably arife to fixriety from their perfo 
rial attention to the management of 
Sunday Schools, and Schools of Induf 
try\ and the diftribution of t)a/i/«/i7^^ 
benefaftiofis : My prefent olgefi; is, to 
excite them to continue their favour 
with unremitting zeal to thofe eftabii^ 
inents which aheady ilourhh iindor 
their pationage ; to extend it tof evei^ 
fpecies of CAtf nVy Schools; and to af- 
ford their ready affifhuiee towards tbe 

.fujcth^ecance of every plan for the bene- 
fit of. the icmei oixler c£ people^ ' jb 
which female aid may contsibute 1p 
gi^ them .effibS; and permaaency. . In 
the profecution of this, defign, J fluil 

not confinein^yfelf (asfarmerly) tefiich 

.-arguments as my own HmitQd ob&Fva- 
tion and experience iriay'ftiggefi:, &r 
I am feniibte, that, tlie icaufe- I have 
undertalqek will he inore effie&uaUy 
ferved; by rocciftoxial extrafla from the 
works of .authors of fuperior abijitif s 

•and more extenfive knowledge^ .wko 
B 3 have 
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6 CECONOMY OF CHAKITY, 

have written upon thefe fubjefts, an4 

I fliall take the liberty of adverting 

frequently to the Reports of the Society 

fof* bettering the Condition of the Poor, 

in order to point out to the particular 

confideration of Ladies, fuch plans a* 

-appear to me to prefent new occafioiis 

•&r the exercife of their benevolence* 

But bdfore I proceed to particulars 1 

fliall beg leave to offer a few general 

obfervations upon the neceflity there is 

at this time for extraordinary attention 

to the education of the children of the 

poor; and the propriety and expediency 

of tfaofe exertions which lam fo deiirous 

to recommend. 

In appointing different ranks among 
mankind, our all*wife and beneficent 
Creator undoubtedly intended the good 
of the whole; rich and poor, high and 
low are the work of his hand ; they are 
equally the olge&s of his providential 
care, and he has made their happine& 
and welfare to depend in a great mea- 

furo 
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AX>0R£SSEI> TO LADIES. 7 

fere on a mutual interchange of good 
offices, by appointing to each.conditiota 
in life appropriate and lelative duties; 
—to all in fupcrior ftations juftice, hur 
3ianity, condefcenfion, and charity: 
to the poor, bonefty, fobriety, dilt 
grace, hnmility and gratitude: The 
general pradice of thefe duties is 
necefiary to produce diat nnanimity 
^nrhich ougM'tofuM&amongft a race 
4>f rational beiyigs, And particularly 
among the proiellbrs of a hdy leligibn 
which fhrcmgly nxosks^ u&iv^^.ije* 
-neTolence; naoBe efpeciaUy in times 
when attempts are continually m^ing 
to deflxoy all fufoordination in ibdety, 
and to overturn all inflituticns .both 
human, and divine. 

. I am very, far frojm wiihing ta engage 
iriyiex ki die difcuffion of any fubje6fc 
of a merely political nature^but in tho^ 
thingawhichlconcerii the general good 
of thenation^^ they certainly are greatly 
intereiled; and it moil be allowed tiu^ 
though ^vomen can neither enad laws, 
B 4 nor 
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S o£coNOJi(r or cEAmtr, 
nftr put thbm in execu«io5% thty toay 
do much fiwr the cflab|iibmfei?t irnii 
fupport of good ordeciBia^^vemment ; 
and as mernfaers of tb&tirfmiiaunity liv^ 
in^ uiider the proteftion -06 tbc lawa» 
it is fiirely incwabent on them to irfb 
«very zneaiis in itiieir powerfw pvq- 
motiiig that conta^rd, without which 
there caoa aetther he>,f^Pety uti tmv^ 
quiility; nor can/it be juffly thought 
incdnfifient mth the femak chara^cn, 
for Ladies tojexxrt their endeareuro te- 
^ %^trds pKMiiicifi|;tSw*<gQ4diniAerfia^ 
ing/betmro^ itbe |>ow -and tkeir ibpft- 
jidi^ wh^h uttwally ^pi^ings iiom Aie 
jnfterchan^e of ]Deoe?iDiencie wad gral^ 
ii^. It ibould ther^bre he tte Uud^* 
able ambition of Ladies itoJuve .tiidr 
«>«»try, by uniting witJa pptriatic and 
pious zeal, in every ivbrkibt lii&:pntftic 
^ood in which their talents 'iaixdinih> 
ience can he uie^ and I may icenture 
to fay, that it IS fcarcdy pxrfJSbte fbtr ;tlie 
:»ifdoni and ptiilamtbrdpy of the other 
Jea to conceit a plan foj: charitabte pwl- 
. .: ^ ' • pofes, 
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po£eSj in which a idetpaitmeut may not 
he found for the exeicife of^Jemale be- 
nevolence; an<l to the tonoiir pf tl^ 
nation it mpil be acknpwle4ge4 ths^ 
^eyery eftabUihmen( whi^h prpntifes h^ 
nefits to the needy and the wr€tpli/s<}> 
finds friends aqd fupport)ers q^n^pglb 
the Ladies of Great Britain and Irielanci^ 
xnany of whom, by their perfonal atten- 
tion to charitable institutions in their 
refpe^ive neighboyrhoods, have given 
evident proofs of what women are ca- 
pable of doing for the good of fociety^ 
without goiog beyond th^ir proper 
fphere of a£lio|i : Jndeed there are fome 
pfSqes of cl^J^rity which women alon^ 
.can perforiQ ; and wl^ich confequejQtly 
they ca&n<;>t^ ^onfiftenily with their 
duty, omit — Far jbe it frojn me to fupr 
pofe that there is any want of incljinar 
tiqn in thofe Ladies who have hitherto ' 
remainei^ inad;ive,for it-is my Ijiaj^iue^ 
to be able to bear teftimony fi;oi9 the 
/uccefs of my former appeal to their 
B 5 bene- 
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10 OECONOMT OP CHARITT, 

benevolence, that nothing farther is 
necelfary to call forth the exertions of 
numbers thki to point out the way in 
which they may be beneficial to the 
community; and, I amperfuaded that 
much good is done amongft the poor 
by many who ftirink back from public 
obfervation. 

Whoever ferioiifly confiders the prfe- 
fent manners of the lower order of 
people, muft furely fee the neceffity of 
vigilant attention towards the rifing 
generation; fince no lefe than the 
fafety of the nation probably depends 
upon the education of thofe children, 
who are now growing up to maturity, 
whofe parents are not only incapable 
of giving them proper inftruftion, but 
are likely, it is to be feared, to lead 
them aftray by their own bad example, 
if the hand of charity is not feafonably 
firetched out to guide them in the 
p&ths of religion and virtue. 

It 
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It is a general complaint that do* 
xneftic fervants, inftead of being at- 
tached to their mafters and mifirefleSy 
aft merely upon feUUh and mercenary 
principles ; and that no confidence is to 
be placed in the lower kinds of labgurent 
and workmen. — It is certainly of great 
confequence to the welfare and happinefi 
of families to have fakhful and confciai- 
tious^ fervants. But how frequent c^ 
late years have inftanc& occurred of 
Comedies being dete^d in league vttit 
1ioufe4)reaker8 and' {!hieve» ; of otfaem 
y/hx> have iet fire to thett ms^fh 
houses; eloped with confideraMe sunis 
Qfrnoafyy or betrayed important tnifts ? 
Does not every miftreis ef a femil^^ 
complain that the eitpenees of houfib-^ 
keeping are confidefably Snerelfed by 
the waftefiilnefi axid ^ondty of fex^ 
vants ; and is it not geher&fly hmeat^ 
that the frauds pradHbd bylabduim 
and workmen, keep thdr employem^iti^ 
a confiaat flateof fu^ieloh and uneafl^ 
1^6 nefi ; 



d by Google 



14 OlCONOMr OF OHARITT, 

rally endowed and fupported, which 
furnifli inftruftion* and employment for 
great numbers of poor children; no^ 
thing therefore appear* to be wanting 
for the accompltfliment of this defirable 
end, but to multiply thefe Schools — 
to* fee that the plan of infiru€):ion im 
fuited* to the condition of the children^ 
and the circumftances of the times in 
veipedl to- religion — ^and that ifc is exe* 
ccuted withjudgmentaud kindnefi;. 

Charity Schools were firft eftaUiihedf 
in England, ab the beginning of the 
kft century ; they owe their origin tor 
a projef^ happily formed by one or two 
private individuals, and were firft fet on 
foot in the parifh of St Batoiphi Ald^ 
gate, in the year 1688, as a fpecimen 
only, which was by many difapprovedj 
and by others defpaired of; However 
it stood ils ground, and in the fame 
year, a Charity School wa» founded, 
in St Margarefs^ Weftminfter, and 
the example, extended itielf to other 

pariihcs^ 
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pariihes, till by degrees the inftitutionf 
fpread through the two great cities^ 
and from thence branched forth t& 
many parts of the kingdonr, fo that m 
the courfe of ten years, there were no 
lefe than fixty-four Charity Schools in 
London and Weftmmfter only, in 
which there were conftantly infiru6led 
and maintained above fifteen hundred 
boys and girls. In remoter parts of 
the kingdom, there were at this period 
above a hundred and forty Charity 
JSchools. Nor was this mode of Cha? 
rity confined to our own nation only, it 
diffiifed rtfelf through many proteftant 
ftates and kingdoms, and Charity 
Schools were fet up in Holland, Swit- 
zerland, Ruffia, Saxony, and even in 
Mufcovy *. 

It could fcarcely be cxpefted, that 
Inftitutions exprefsly defigned to pro* 
mote the knowledge and pra£);ice of 

* For an account of one of ibek at Halle in 
Saxony, fee the Appendixt 

Chrif- 



d by Google 



.1$ OJCGONOM^y OS CHARIT.r, 

.ChriftiaDity, and in\prove the morals 
of t^e peopl?, ihould be fuffered to 
proceed^ without pHiofitipii from thj& 
enemies of JHeligUfU in general, and 
,of the EJiabliJhed Ch^rfh jn |)articular, 
^nd accoydi^igly from the beginning 
great pains, have been taken on the 
one hand to prove, that it is contrary 
to the political intereiib of the nation 
•to inftru£l the children, of the poor; 
0Dd on the other hand to countera6l th^ 
,benefit^ of thefe Schools, by the efta- 
bliihment of firailar inftitiitions, in 
.which the inftruftion is of a tendency 
to deftroy the fuperftrufiture, which thf 
iothera jKveye intended to raife. 

That thofe whofe contrafted hearts 
pan feel for none but themfelves, or 
who fuflfer their own children to grow 
yp-.in ignorance of every thing that 
afFeftjs their eterijial interefls, fliould ol> 
•jeft' to the inftru^Uon of the poor, 
from the fear of bringing them too 
nearly upQn a kvd with themfelves, is 

not 
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nottp.be wondered at; but it is mat^r 
ter erf furprife, as well as of infioitf 
concern to fuch as have candidly 
jyeighed the fubje6j:, when ; ilxey hear 
ientunent& of difapprqbatjparefpeding 
Charity ifc/woUy - from the li^s of per^ 
{oxis^ whofe bpnevoient nainds are per- 
petually alive to the tender tcelingf^ 
pf huraitnity ; wlxoi^ ^^^ ^ ready 
to Believe every, fpfcies pf di&Kb, and 
who have a fiacerp regard for Retir 
gion': there U pa acoouwting for. tljoif 
unhfljppy pw^wjic^ i» mi»d« & yeU 
ji^ofqd, ^t fto^ tl^e iJi ^iwi«gi9in^ 
pf foine of thefe Schpolfi,. pt t]^ lafikfr 
reprfifeait^tfon^ : of ^vU^niinjde^ IW^ifewif 
. Bat sdaeja l;he welft^e of nuimbers j^ 
i^oncefned,; e^ery b^nejroieiit peifoQt 
^ill^ at;^{l, pau& and «Ha«kime both 
fide^ of ^he queftion, b^re hecaftsj^i^ 
^difciimiAate cenfUre, tl>at amy ten<^ 
to.depriv? poop innocent cliildren of 
tl^ofe aflv;antag^s, op ivhieli not owly 
|;beir CQjmfort ^iu this lifei -but tlieif 

eternal 



d by Google 



18 OECOlCOMr OF CHARITT, 

eternal happiaefs in a future worltl 
may depend. And who can maintain. 

' the pofition upon reafonable grounds,. 
that it is better to fufter the poor to^ 
remain in total ignorance of thtit 
duty, than to prepare them by propet 
inftruftion*, for the part they witt havd" 
to perform in Society ; or who will eti- 
gage, that the enemies of Religiciri 
will not take npon themfelvea the tattd 
of inftru^lhig the children of the poor> 
if it is given up by its friends ? 
- Happily for thofe Inftitutions, which 
are particularly dilHngmfhed by the 
name of Charity Schoohy they are fixed 
upon a firm bafis, which will, I truft, 
fiipport them to the end of time : they 

ViU ftand faft as long as that ChurcJi 
EJiabiyhment covAinvitSy to which they 
are a necefiary appendage. The Pro- 
vidence of God has moft wonderfoUy 
profpered and prote6led them from thd 
beginning, and will not, it is to be 
koped, deliver them ^p as a prey into 

the 
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the hands of the enemy, either for de- 
4lru6lion or perverfion. There is no 
danger of thefe Schools being anni- 
hilated, wbilft the Truftees continue 
their kind affiduities, and the Society 
for promoting Chriftian Knowledge its 
•patronage ;* whilft their caufe is fo pow- 
erfully pleaded from year to year, by 
learned and pioixs Divines in the Ca»- 
thedrai of the metropolis, and in the 
Churches of thpfe Pari(hes to which 
the Schools rcfpeftively belggfi Itt- 
ilead therefore of attempting to prove 
the expediency of thefe particular 
Schools by argument, I ihall take a 
general view of the different Inftitu^ 
tions, which fiimiih gmtuitous in« 
ilrudion for the childrea of the poor; 
make £}me ofalervatkms upon thepre'* 
vailing fyilem cf litigious education 
for the lower order of people; and 
offer to 0uifideration, a plan ^ a di^ 

* See inacconnt of this Socie^ in VoIcII* 

ferent 
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jTerent nature, which) wth the affif- 
rtancp of Ladip9 in the execution df 
.it, would, I flatter myfelf,. opiate as a 
.more effedual preferyative ef the rit- 
i^S gcnerjit;iQft from that corruption, 
.with which mifortu^jitely many of 
^their parents ar^e infefted; and pix)motp 
^thc praQ^ce of virtue upon weJK 
grounded Chriftian Pruiciples. 

It is well known that thofe ufeful 
.eftaWifhmeBits called Charity Schools^ 
.^k^e. Q^a^ their chief fupport, ftem 
4h€ beginning, to aiinual fobfdriptionts 
•ftiiid vftlpntary benefa^ions,^ coilefted 
Jttjhe prcachmg' of Charity Sermohal; 
Ji??, WfiUQ*^ tlifenef^a wonder . that fonjp 
jQf^ ti^^ trirftees .aad. inanagers ofthefe 
^(:hopIa^ ij*om.;zaeaI/fbr their : welfiir4 
^oidd)at.£rft iiave vic^ved with a Jea- 
lous .«ye the rapid jMogrefe, of oth«r 
tinftit^tions for the inftmaion.ofpoott- 
^liildref),.. fi:pm ,an. apprehenfioh .tha^t 
the fuccefs of the one might interfere 
with' the interefts of the other, as they 
' , ; mutually 
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iTiutUally depend' on Urn fame means' 
for fupport. But the inftitutions of 
modern date Sunday Schools zi\xl Schools 
qflndujiry have aheady exifted long- 
enough, to prove that thefe fears \vercf 
iU-grounded : and it is inrfch to bei 
Ikmented, tliut inftitutions refpeftively' 
calculated, by their refleftive and 
united benefits to complete the long*- 
defired end, of educating all xlegrees^ 
of people in the lower ranks Of life/ 
fUould ever be regarded in ih0 light of 
rivaJlhip and competition. Charity 
Schools hold out fuch fuperior advan*^ 
t^ges, in fome reffK^, asr %o 'give 
tjiem a decided pre*eminen6e over alt 
t^ie fubfifting eftabliflnnents for gra- 
tuitous inftruftion, as the money col- 
kded for them, is ufually fufficient to 
aflford clothing to the children, as well 
as learniiig; and in many Charity 
Schools, the children are entirely main- 
tained in the houfe, and (boie of tbem 

afterv 
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aflenvards apprenticed to trades and 
manuiaflures. 

But Sunday Scfiaols and Schools of 
Indif/iryy though the emoluments of 
the children are lefs, are of equal im- 
portance with the above inftitutions, 
as they afford inftru6tion to unlimited 
numbers of children, who could not be 
admitted into Cfiariiy Schools^ on ac- 
count of the expenfe attending them: 
neither could fuch multitudes be 
trained up as Charity Children are, 
without great injury to fociety: for, 
however defirable it may be to refcue 
the lowfiT kinds of people from that 
deplorable fiate of ignorance, in which 
the greateft part of them are fuffered 
to remain, it cannot be right to train 
them all in a way which will mod pro- 
bably raife their ideas above the very 
lowefl occupations of life, and diiqua- 
lify them for thofe fervile offices, which 
muil be filled by fome of the members 
of the community, and in which they 

may 



1 
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may be equally happy with the highefl^ 
if they will do their duty. 

Many ill confequences are obferved 

to arife among the t^igher orders of 

people, from educating the children of 

perfoDs, whofe opulence is the fruit of 

their own induftry, and who have made 

themfelves refpe^able without the aid 

of literary acquirements, with thofe 

whofe parents are of high rank and in-- 

dependent fortune,'; but thi$ injudicious^ 

praSice we cannot expeft to fee abo- 

liihed, while in the education of youthi^ 

fo much regard is paid to externals, 

and fo little to tlie regulation of thq 

heart and the improvement <^ the un«^ 

de|^anding« It will, however, readily 

be allowed) that the children of thq 

|>oor ihould not be educated in fuch a 

manner, as to fet them above the oor 

cupations of humble life, or ib as to 

make thetn uncomfortable among their 

iM{uals, and ambitious of afibciating 

with perfons . moving in a higher 

fphere^ 
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i(>Jiere> whli whom they cannot poffibly 
vie in expenfe Or appeaiance, without 
ifienifeft injury to themfelves. 

But there are decrees of poverty ai 
l^^H as of opulence ; and if it be im-i 
proper to educate the cSiildren of thd 
highei* clffflfes promifcuoufly, k furely 
*nuft be iqHiallyTo to place all the chil- 
dren of th6 poor upon the fetne foot-* 
mg, without any regard to the difF^n*' 
ent circuniftances of their parents, .or 
their own genius and capacity. - It 
Would be thought crud- to feiid thd 
child, or orphan, of a pious clei^gjnfnan,- 
br a ref|>e€l;ablebut reduced tfradfefn^an,* 
to be brought up ^moiig tiie ^oflfepring 
of thieves and vagabond*, in ^thd 
fchooh fo happily ladil .|«dicioufly 
founded for tfaofe - mdOi wretched of aQ 
poor childreiH by tike PhikmthrepioSo^ 
eiety; aAid it wouMdppear vet^f abford 
to ^d a boy ^efigned for hnibandi^y^ 
to the Marine Soclity to be ^dabat^d 
in tbe ait of navigation. Yetifothna|; 

8 
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is more common than to mix poor 
children together in Charitif';fchools^ 
whofe feparate claims to the fuperior 
advantages which thefe infiitutionshold 
out are by no means equal, and whofc 
mental abilities will bear no compari- 
fon. ^ 

It would be juftly deemed very illi- 
bcral to rcfufc to lads of bright parts, 
and unconmion aftivity of mind, the 
learning which Charity-fchools afford, 
and confign them to the labours of the 
field ; but is it not equally injurious, 
both to fociety and individuals, to con- 
demn thofe who are invincibly dull and 
ftupid to literary ftudies, as irkfome to 
them as the mod fervile occupations 
are to boys of quick paits and afpiring 
tempers ? 

If there be among the poor children 
of a parifli any who have been born 
to good profpeCls, who have enjoyed in 
their earlieft years the comforts of af- 
fluence, and who ftiU have refpe6lable 

VOL. •!• c con- 
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coniie<9;ioos, it will be an a<5l of parti- 
cular kindnefs to place them in Charity 
SclwolSf where they will receive fuch an 
edifccation as may licreafter prove a 
mean of reftoring them to^ their former 
ftation. And if there be others whofe 
bright genius breaks through, the thick 
clouds of ignorance and poverty, reafon 
and humanity plead in their behalf, 
that they fhould be indulged with fuch 
tuition as may enable them to advance 
themfelves, by the exertion of their 
abilities, to a higher ftation, and fill it 
Avith propriety. It certainly would he 
very unjuftifiable to deny fuch chil- 
di^n a chance of bettering their condi- . 
tion. 

For a confiderable length of time it 
has been the iifual civftom to admit 
boys and girls into Charity Schools 
from the principle of eafing the 
burden of their parents, without iany 
particular regard to their capacity for 
learning. Indeed, beibre the eft-ablifli- 

ment 
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ment of Stmday ScJwolsy there was no 
opportunity of giving them a proba- 
tionary trial ; but the happy period is 
at length arrived, which affords fui table 
inftru^ion for poor children of all dc- 
fcriptions, for there is fcarcely an em- 
ployment or condition in. humble life 
to which there is not a fchool adapted ; 
the great difficitlty feems to be, to form 
an accurate judgment of the obje^ls 
for each particular charity, in order to 
make a proper feleftion of them* 

In Charity Schools a comprehenfive 
plan of tuition holds forth advantages 
for the frji degree among the lower 
orders, who in thefe femiuaries might 
be qaalified for teachers in fchools fup* 
ported by charity, for apprentices to 
common trades, and for domeftic fer* 
vants in refpeftable families. 

Day Schools of Indufiry^ by mixing 

labour ^vith learning, are particularly 

eligible for fuch children as are after'- 

wards to be employed in manufaftures, 

c 2 and 
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and other inferior offices in life, as >vcll 
as for training thofe who are ufually 
called common fervants. 

And Sunday Schools^ while they hold 
out religious inftru6iion fuitable to all 
degrees of poor children, furnifli afuf- 
ficient portion of learning for fuch as 
cannot be fpared on week-days from the 
labours of the plough, or other occupa- 
tions by which they contribute to the 
fupport of families. 

Sunday Schools may alfo ferve (as 
w^as before hinted) as probationary 
fchools to try the capacities of children 
previoufly to their admiffion into Charitj/. 
Schools. 

Could this diftribution of learning 
be univerfally made, I am pecfuaded a 
very material objeftion to Charity 
Schools would be effeflually done away : 
for by this means children endowed by 
nature with good capacities, would be 
put in the way to improve them ; and 
others to whom liberal inftru6liou 

would 



d by Google 



ADDRESSED TO LADIE.S. 2^ 

would be no benefit, would be prevent- 
ed from lofing that time over books 
which they might turn to more advan- 
tage by employing it in manual occu- 
pations. 

If Sunday Schools and Day Schools of 
Indiijiry were univerfally eftabliflied, 
the education of the poor might be 
happily conduced ; for then it would 
be no injury to them, upon the whole, 
to reduce confiderably the number of 
fcholars in Charity Schools, in order 
that the reft might be maintained in 
the houfe, and kept apart from compa- 
nions unfuitable to thofe intended for 
what may be called the fuperior ftations 
of humble life, as well as from their 
own parents, many of whom, it is fad 
to fay ! are but too apt to defeat the 
•endeavours of thofe who inftru6l their 
children, by encouraging them in gof- 
fipping, tale-bearing, impertinence, and 
'wgratitude; and veiy frequently by 
fetting them oxamplts of vice and pro- 
c 3 fligacy. 
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.fligacy. On this accotint it certainly 
would be for the advantage of thofe 
charity children who are maintained in 
the houfe, if they could be entirely fepa- 
rated from the Day Scholars. 

The judicious meafure of reducing 
the number of fcholars for the purpofes 
above nieritioncd, h;is been fuccefsfully 
purfued by the truftces of fonie of the 
Charity Schools \ and theeftablilbment 
of Parochial Day Schools^ fhould it 
become general, will render it ftiil xxxQxp 
prafticable, becaufe the children whp 
are excluded from the one, might hp 
received by the other. But if Charity 
.Schools C9.nnot be put entirely upon 
this footing, they may fureiy be fo con- 
trived that all the children Ihould in 
fucceffioa, enjoy the benefit of this 
fecluded education for the laft year or 
two of their being at fchool, in order 
to receive that degr^ of religious in- 
JUntBion whicfi Charity Schools were 
-originally defigned to a^ord. 

In 
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In founding thefe fchools our pious 

anceftors had evidently one great ob- % 

jed: in view, namely, to train the rif- 

ing generation of poor4a the principle* 

of the Reformed Religion, by making 

them thoroughly acquainted with the 

Holj/ Scriptures and the Liturgy of tli« 

Kftabliflicd Church. For the accom- 

pUflunent of thispur|)ofe they conceived 

a confiderable portion of time would be 

lequifite. Under this idea they thought 

proper to difjienfe with manual labour 

in the early years of life, and, inftead 

of contriving how to procure 2ic;ori for 

the children, they allotted to them 

talks of a literary nature only, that 

thofe who were educated by their 

bounty, might have full leifuie to pur- 

fue ftudies of fo much irapoilance to 

their own eternal happinefs, atid the in* 

tcrefts of true Chriftianity. 

To promote ilifl fiuther their pioai 

defign of training the children of tlu 

poor in the knowledge and .praiSiceof 

c 4 religion 



d by Google 



32 OECONOMY OT CHA^ITV, 

religion and virtue, thefe truly Chrif- 
tian patrons required that Charity Boys 
and Girls fliould be conduced to 
Church on Sundays, Wednefdays, Fri- 
days, and Holidays; and that they 
ihould be frequently and publicly cate- 
chifed by the minifters of their rcfpecr 
tive pariihes. 

Whoever gives this plan attentive 
confideration will find that it was, upon 
the wTiole, properly calculated to an- 
iVer the purpofes for which it was in- 
tended, and well fuited to the circunir 
ftances of the times ; and I fubmit it 
to the determination of thofe who are 
well-wiiliers to that Religion which our 
forefathers were fo zealous to eftablifh 
and propagate, whether it would not 
be better to continue to educate a 
limited number of Boys and Girls, with 
the fame regard to the genuine prin- 
ciples of the Church of England, as 
one mean to prevent the fpreading of 
thofe erroneous do6lriues which flrike 
. . at 
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at the very root of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, inftead of attempting to make 
every Charity School a ManufaQory. 
Not that I would wliolly exclude ma- 
nual employment !(as I ihall hereafter 
iliew) but hi Xhdt , eiidatocd fchools^ it 
fliould be a fecondary objcft, at leaft 
as far as the emolument arifing from 
tlie endowment will afford. 

Charity Children thus educated might 
afterwards proye very inftrumental to 
the propagation of true Chriftian|ty. 
They would be eminently qualified for 
the offices of fchoohnafters and mif- 
treffes in the various defcriptions of 
Charity Schools, which very few of the 
prefent generation fill with propriety.. 
-7-They Vpuld moft likely make good 
apprentices, and confcientious, faith-i 
ftil feryants: fuch fer.vants.as wouUl 
defer ve to be preferred tp, the higjieft 
place in great. families for their ,exem- 
pl^ry f2ondu<ft, in which fituations they 
would-be able tp cpntinue.the inftrucr 
c :> tion 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC ' 



3* OECONOMV OF CHARITY, 

tion of fuch boys and girk from the 
Schools of Indujiry and Sunday Schools, 
as fhould be placed under them in the 
loweft offices of domeftic ferviccs ; and, 
in cafe of matrimonial connexion, they 
Would be capable of teaching their own 
children ; which would eventually lef- 
fen the expence of Sunday Schools at 
least, and, in a great meafure, prove a 
fubftitute for them, if they fliould un- 
Happily fall into negleft. 

I may farther add, that were the 
example of thefe perfons good in pro- 
portion to their knowledge, it would ► 
operate greatly towards bringing about 
tliat reformation of manners Avhich all 
who wifli well to their country cannot 
but be anxious to fee ; and the advan- 
tages in future to fuch young perfons 
as may be inftrufted in Sunday Schools 
and Schools qflndu/hyj will be incon* 
ceivcably great if the upper fervants 
are capable and defifous of contributing 
to, their farther impi ovemcnt, inftead 
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of corrupting their minds by imprc^r 
difcourfe, and leading thein ailray by 
bad example ; as is now too cooimonljr 
the cafe. 

But although the fame mode of 
in{lru6i:ion is ftill in force, which^ 
ivas originally concerted by our pious 
anceitors for the purpofe of giving the 
children educated by charity, a com- 
petent knowledge of Chriftianity, and 
to exercife them betimes in the prac-* 
tice of piety ; it muft be ackn(v^iedged, . 
that the education of children brought 
up in Charity Schools, notwithilanding 
tlie care which is taken to keep them 
from being infefted with bad principles, 
is in general very dcfedive ; therefore 
a change of fyftem appears to be requi- 
fite in the prefent times to accompliih 
the end for which the fchools were 
eftabliflied. In order to difcover fi*oro 
what caufe the imperfeftion proceeds, 
it will be proper to enquire what is now 
the general inode of givmg religious 
c 6 in- 
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inftruaion in thcfe fchoqis, which I 
conceive to be this. The children are 
a^ifirft taught to read in a fuelling-book 
the leffons of which confift chiefly of 
icntences in fgurative language col- 
leded froni the Scripturesy which they 
d<s>-aot understand; as foon as they 
Qan read and fpell a little, they are put 
into the New Teftamenty and when they 
have read this from beginning to end,- 
they proceed to the Old Tejiamenty and 
-go through that in. the fame manner : 
without' regard to any thing farther 
than improvement in the art of read- 
ing. They learn, by dated regular 
taiks, the columns of fpelling id the 
Spelling Book ;. and in fome fclK>ol$ 
they z^ taught Engliih grammar, writ- 
ing, aud arithmetic. Once or twice a 
wee)( tlie£iiolars are catechifed, that is,. 
Xhcy iUnd up in claffes, and anfwer iiv^ 
rotatiop the queftions in the Church 
Qltechii^i and explanations of it—. 
They ksMTB^ perhaps befidf^> chapievv 
i prayers. 
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prayers, &e. by heart, and are ibme^ 
times taught pfiilmody. They go to 
church twice every Sunday, and, where 
there is weekly duty performed, they 
attend alfo on Wednefdays, Fridays, 
and Holidays. When the fchoiars 
leave fchool to go out into the world 
as fervantsor apprentices, a Bible, Com- 
mon Prayer fiook, and Whole Duty of 
Man, are given to them; and it is 
fuppofed, from the years they have 
been at fchool, they muft neceffarily be 
fiirni/hcd with a competent fliare of 
Chriftian knowledge to enable them to 
read with advantage and improve- 
ment as long as they live. 

How this fyftem anfwered at the 
firft introduftion of Charity Schools, is 
not eafy to determine at this diftance 
of time; but, for feveral obvious rea- 
Jibns^ ?we may fuppofe that it was more 
effe6lti?e then thaa it is now ; for it 
was very natural for thofe whofe zeal, 
fcr tlie Refoicmed Eeligionled them to 
. ' ' eftabliih 
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efiabliih and endow thefe JScbdok, to 
continue th^ir sceal towards the ob- 
jefts of thueir benevolence, to give per- 
fonal attendance^ and to examine the 
children themfelves, in order to fee 
whether their defign was properly ex- 
ecuted. Add to this, that public catt- 
cki/lng wa§ much more generally prac- 
tifed in former times than it has been 
of late years, as a means of preferring 
the principles of orthodox Chriftianity 
from corruption. So that, moft pro- 
bably, the children who were firft re- 
ceived .into Charity Schools^ had the 
benefit of more verbal iTt/iru&ion thsmi 
tliofe who now fiil their places : of 
couife they were not left, as many of 
the latter are, to • the difcretioa of 
teachers^ ill qualified to explain diffi-r 
cult words and phraf^; and illuftrate 
points of doctrine, jvhich frequently* 
require to be placed in a /vArirt;^ .i£ 
lights, to be accommodated ito tixe 
compreh^on of<Mdren^->^ ' t 

How 
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How the laudable cuftom of cate- 
chifing fell into fuch difufe, I will not 
take upon me to fay. It has beeix 
imputed to the unwillingneft of the. 
poor to fend their children to be cate- 
chifed ; but furely this cannot be juftly 
urged againft the teachers in Cfaaiity 
Schools, who ought not to hare a 
matter of fuch moment left to their 
option. 

' In many pariflies the good old cuf- 
toiBS above mentioned are ftill kept 
up through the piety and benevolence 
of the refident minifters and other 
truftees, ahd.a very manifeft difieience 
is obfervable between the children edu- 
cated under thefe advantages, and 
thofe who have them not ; yet I hope 
I may be allowed to fay, without giv-? 
ing offence, that there is room for im- 
provemcjnt upon the original plan, even 
when condu6led with the greateft zeal 
9iid attpntion; and that where tbeie 
are uranjting, and the teacher is defit 

cient 
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cicntin knowledge or judgment^ what- 
ever means caii be devifed to fupply 
the deficiency of verbal inftruBiony 
have a reafonable claim to the confi-r 
deration of the patrons of the poor, 
and the friends of Chriftianity, who 
cannot be infenfible of the dangers to 
which the rifing generation is expofed 
in this age of contrxDverfy and infi- 
delity. The principal objefl which our 
pious anceftors had in view, when 
they founded Charity Schools, was to 
preferve the children of the poor from 
the corruptions of the Romijh Church: 
The danger of fedufilion by Popifh 
Emiflaries ftill exifts: it is therefore 
dfentially requifite, that the children 
of the eftaWrflied Church, Ihould be 
made well-acquainted 'with its pecuUai' 
daftrines, and with the principal en:0t3 
of the Church of Home, viz. the doc-^ 
trines >of . Sami Wmjhip\ \ Purgatoryi 
and Tranjubjismtiationy Sec. which may 
he proved to • ba unJcripturaV .merely 
.iii by 
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by pointing out to the children as 
they are reading the Bible, the texts 
and paliages^ on which the doctrines 
of the Proteltant Religion are founded ; 
the prediIe6lion for the national 
Church, which they would gain by 
this means, would prove the beft pre- 
fcrvative againll the future attempts of 
Papifts, to pervert their faitli, Ihould 
any be made. 

Had the pious founders of thefe 
Schools lived at times hke the pre- 
fent, there is the greateft reafon to be- 
lieve their zeal for the it^ue Chriilian 
Faith, would have made them equally 
anxious, to preferve the children of the 
poor from the corruptions of infidelity^ 
and the falfe tenets of fenaticifm ; 
for the do6lrines of. the modern Philqfih 
pkers, and thofe of Enibufiajis, how- 
ever dHFerent from each other, are 
alike ioimical with thofe of Popery, to 
the eftabliihed Religion.; but it would 
greatly puzzle children to attempt to 

explaia 
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explain thefe clo6trine$ to tbem, nor is 
it advifable to do fo any farther, than 
to let them know that the former arc 
the very reveife of ?*eveaied Religwfi^ 
and cannot Jbe embraced, without r^ 
nouncing all claim to falvation through 
Chrift ; and the latter, fuch as our Sa- 
viour and his apoftles would condemn. 
A general idea of the difference of 
opinions, betwixt the members of the 
Church of England and Diffinftrs of 
various perfuafions Ihould be given to 
thefe children ; and they fhould be 
made to undidrftand, that they cannot 
depart from the Church cfEmgland^ 
of which they were made members at 
their baptifisn, without committing the 
finof fchifm; but they Ihould at the 
fame time be admoniihed, never to 
entertain perfonai prejudices, or an 
intolerant fpirit, agaitift any of tlieir 
fellow-creatures for difFerence of opi- 
nion, or to join in perfecution again(i 
them. 

Children . 
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Children admitted into Charity Sclwols 
have ufually feveral years ^tuition. — 
What a hap{3y opportunity does thi$ 
afford for imparting, to them a peifeiil 
knowledge of the principles of Chril^ 
tianity ! Surely theft children at lead 
may be taught efvefy part of that Holy 
Religion, which waa defigned by the 
divine AuUior of it for the Poor as 
well as the Rich. — ^Tliere is no occa* 
iion to con6n£ tJum to wlvat are ufu- 
ally called the moral parts of the Scrip- 
ture ; . neither is it in h^ neceffary to 
ciroumAriibe thojfe educated inSchoaliif 
fflndiifi^y ajad Sunday S<A^ak witliia 
inch . narrow'bounds. 

Faith is a general conisem as weH 
MtnoraUty, for it is as plainly requiried 
in tlie New Teftament. Our biefled 
Lord called upon ali kinds of people 
to have Faithy and fo faa- was he from 
defiring that the myfteries of the gaf- 
pel re€dat'0nSho\x]A be vithheid fcom 
the lower orders of people, that he 

vouch- 



d by Google 



44 OECONOMY OF CHARITY, 

vouchfafed to inftruft xnultitbdes * of 
them himfclf in the moft fublime truths 
of his Holy lleligibn. — He told them 
without referve, that he was the Son of 
God ; that he was one with the Fa*- 
ther; that he fliould lay down his life 
for mankind; that there is a Holy 
Ghoft, who is alfo one with the Fa- 
ther and the Son ; and many other 
particulars : and he exprefsly enjoined 
his apoftles to preach the gofpel to the 
poor. * ' 

' From hence we • may infer that 
the poor, in all fucceeding ages, ought 
*o be made acquainted, not inerely 
with fuch parts of Scripture . as. relate 
ito Moral Duties, but with thofc alfo 
which relate to Chri/iian Faith; ?ind 
childhood • is the proper feafon for re- 
ceiving the rudiments of religious 
knowledge, as well as of other leara- 
ing. 
I will vcoture to affert, from my 
... .owa 
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Own experience, that it is as pracli- 
cable to teach children every point of 
Chnjfian doQriney as theplaineji moral 
precept in either the Old or New Tef- 
tament. — ^The prefent ftate of religion 
in this country calls loudly for the ex- 
periment ; and where can it be made 
with more propriety than in Charity 
Schools ? which were at firft eftabliflied 
for the exprefs purpofe of training the 
poor in the genuine principles of the 
reformed religion. — But fo far from de- 
liring to lead the poor into ftudies 
above their capacities and comprehen-. 
fion, it is my wiih to have them in- 
ftru6i;ed in fuch a manner, a^ to pre-, 
elude all difputations of a coptroverfial 
nature in their advancing years; by. 
gradually inftilling into their minds 
the gi'cat truths of revealed religion, 
with the proofs of tliem, and guarding 
them by precious knowledge againll 
thofe olyections whicji they may after- 

M^ardi 
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waixis lipar. — It is not from their be- 
ing taught too mucky but from their 
knowing too little^ that thofe of the lower 
order are drawn away from their Bible 
or their Church. The fatal effefts of 
leaving them in ignorance have been 
fufficicntly exemplified, it is time ta^ 
try what careful inftruftiori will do ; 
and of all ftudies, that of the Scrip- 
trtres muft be allowed^ the moft efien-^ 
tial. 

The great obje6i: in reading the in- 
fpired writings certainly ought to be, 
to derive fpiritual improtement from 
them ; but can this be done to' 
good cfFe6l by ignorant children read- 
ing them in the ufual way, either by 
themfelves, or by alternate veifes in a 
d^fs ? On the contrary, is it not a 
kind of profanation of the word of 
Gody to make the facred volume a mere 
teaching book; for children cannot 
eafily learn* by this praftice, . even to 
read with fluency and propriety, much 

lefs 
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kfs to reflect on tlie power, wifdom, 
and goodnefs of God in the works of 
creation, redemption, and providence. 
That it was the defign of the Creator 
and Governor of the world, that chil- 
dren fliould have an early acquaint- 
ance with his word, we may learn 
from the Scriptures thenifclves. 

It will readily be allowed, that next 
to the Bible, the Cornvwn Prayer-Book 
lliould be explained to children in Cha- 
rity Schools ; and they fliould be taught 
to ufe it with reverence. But how dif- 
ferent is the cafe in general ! Charity 
Children know, perhaps, when they go 
to Church, how to find the various ' 
parts of the fervice, but thofc pious 
perfons, who attend on week days, 
fome of the churches, both in tovrpi 
and country, of which Charity Chil- 
dren form almott the whole of the 
congregation, have indifputable proofs 
from the irreverent behaviour of the 
boys and girls, when the eye of the 

mafter 
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mafter or miftrefs is not watching over 
them, and the manner in which they 
make the refponfes, that they neither 
confider where they are, or what they 
go to churcli for ; and yet it is more 
than probable, tliat thefe very children 
can repeat many paffages of Scripture 
by heart, as well as the anfwers of the 
church catechifm, and explanations 
of it, &c. 

In making thefe remarks, I do not 
mean to impute carelejjnefs or neglect 
to the teachers ; it is very likely they 
have done their duty to the beft of their 
abilities : their fcholars can read, write, 
and caft accounts, and have learnt 
every thing ufually taught to Charity 
Children ; we miift therefore feek an- 
other caufe to which the deficiencies 
hiere pointed out are affignable. — I do 
not fcruple to fay, that they are in 'a 
great meafure to be afcribed to the pre- 
vailing method of exercifmg the me- 
mories of children in learning by rote 

leffons 
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leflbns gieatly above their capacities, 
and suffering them to read without re- 
flexion, inftead of initiating them by 
fuch fimple ioftmftions as would gra- 
dually unfold their underftandings, and 
render their minds capable of receiving 
lading impreffions, concerning thin^ 
of the utnioft importance to their pre- 
. fent and future happinels. 

Tlie generality of religious booksj 
now iifed in Charity Schools, were writ-' 
ten by men of deep erudition. Such 
authors, accuftomed to read the works 
of the' learned, and to compofe in ele- 
gant language tlienifelves, are apt to 
conclude, that what is familiar to their 
own cultivated underftandings muft be 
universally intelligible ; but it is far 
otherwife — the totally illiterate require 
previous inftrudion to prepare their 
minds for thofe leflbns, which, how- 
ever good and excellent, are almoft as 
obfcure to them, as if they were written 
in a dead language. . 

VOL. I. D It 
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It requires peifonal experience in the 
eo^plovment of teaching cliildren of the 
lower claffes of life, to enable any per- 
fou to foi*in an accurate judgnient in 
r^fpeift to what they are capable of. 
luidcrflanding: of this e:yperience I 
Iiave had a confiderable ihare, having; 
fgr a number of years given regular at*- 
tention to Sunday Schools ; I have^^ib 
had frequent opportunities of examin* 
iljg cliildren brought up in Charity 
SehoolSf and am convinced that the 
Htter^ in general, do little more than 
ftore their memories with words and^ 
/intencesy or at bed obtain a few crude 
ilidiftin^ notions of the great truths 
of Chriftianity, unlefe they are lb for- 
tunate as to have veiy intelligent 
teachers to affift them in their ftudies 
by verbal inJiruHions^ fuited to their 
tender capacities ; the number of whom, 
is proportionably very fmall. 

I would not be fufpefled of entertain- 
ing a wifli, to fee the valuable and cou- 
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defceading labours of fonie of the iBrft 
writers laid entirely afide to make ^sy 
for compofitions unworthy of being 
compared with them. No ! far hum- 
bler are my views ; I only defire to fee 
the works of the learned rendered effec- 
tual by means of books, in a more Am- 
ple ftile, which may gi'adually lead on 
to them. Of fuch books my publica- 
tions for the children of the poor con- 
iift; and I am much miftaken, if the 
others will not be fought with more 
earneilneis, and beliowcd to more ad- 
vantage, after the minds of the fcho- 
lars have been prepai-ed for compre- 
hending their important contents. 

In refpe6i to Catechizing, I believe^ 
in the generaUty of Charity Schools, 
little more is done, than to require the 
children firft to commit the words of 
the Church Catechifin to memory, and 
then to learn l>y heart the answers in 
fbmc explanation of it; which being 
oommonly above th(e comprehenfion of 
D 2 tlie 
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the ignorant, requires an explanation 
itfelf. In faying this, I do not niean 
to depreciate thofe compofitions, which 
the learned have fumiilied,.and wliich 
are of eftablilhed reputation, for they 
^re excellent in their kind, and may be 
ufed with gi^eat advantage, after the 
minds of the children have been 
opened ; but excepting the little Tra6i 
entitled, The Church Catechifm broke 
intojkort quejiibns, I do not know ojie, 
which is level to the capacities of fuch 
children as are ufually taken into Cha- 
rity Schools ; and this carries them but 
a very little way in religious knowledge. 
Inftead therefore of requiring the chil- 
dren to learn thefe books- by rote, in an 
early Jiage of their education, I would 
recommend the referving of them for 
the Jinijhing part ; to be read, by the 
fcholars under the dire<Sion of their 
teachers, fearching the Bible as they 
proceed through foine of the firft Sec- 
tipns, for the Scripture proofs^ for I 

am 
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am confident, that very few childreni ^ 
who repeat thefe prodfs in the explana- 
tion of the Church Catechifm, have a 
clear conception of their meaning and 
defign. But were the elite to he given, 
they would read thefe books witli de- 
liglit, as diahgties upon religious fub- 
Jecis ; and if young peifons had dif- 
ferent Trafts of this kind put into 
their bantls in fuccij^on, they would 
inferifibly imbibe the principles of or* 
thodox CKriftianity, and with the 
bleflSng of God, they would be fe-* 
ciired. throughout life from the at* 
tempts of infidels or fchifmatics, to 
draw them away from the Church. 

The projeft. of forming a PraBkal 
Sijjiem of Religious Injiru^ion for the 
Poory^ whidi ihould be at once com- 
prehenfive in its deftgn^ and eafy in its 
appUcationj has been long in my 
thoughts. My firft attempt towards 
it, was made in the Sunday School Ca- 
techyij and the Sunday Scholar's Ma- 
. D 3 nual^ 
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nualj, two correfpoDclitig books, one of 
which contains a Jerles of Ltctitres on 
religious and moral fubjeflsy fbunded 
upon the Explanation of the Command- 
ments in the Church Catechifin, with 
queftions for the ufe i^ Teachers, the 
other, confiding of the fmm LeBur^s 
mthout queftions for the ufe of the 
Scholars. Thefe books met with a moft 
favourable reception, arid they were 
adopted in many Schools^ andilill<2<m.« 
tiuue in circulation ; but I haTO fiace 
extended my plan, and it now confiOi 
of the following Works, to be ufed in 
fucceffion. 

BoOKft FOR THE SCHOLABS. 

'Ihe Charity School SpeWng-Bobk, 

Part !• 11. 
An Abridgement of Scripture Hijiory^ 

confining «if Leflbns feleSbed from 

the Old Tejament. . 
An Abridgement of the NewTeftament, 

confining of Lefibns compofed firom 

iiie writings of the Four Ev&ngelifts* 

The Sunday Scfiolar4 Manual. 

Books 
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Books for the Teachers. 
The Teacher's JjOiJiant^ in 2 volumes. 
A Scripture Catechifrn^ in 2 volumes. 

The following reafons added to the 
obfervations already made, will, I truft, 
be admitted as a fufficient apology for 
this undertaking. 

I am very fenfible that there i;s al- 
ready a great variety o^ Spelling-Books^ 
by means of which, children have been 
taught to read and fj)di fuccefsfully ; 
but I do not know of one, to which I 
oould have adapted the inftrudlion, 
which it was my defign to give in the 
^ther books : this difficulty induced me 
to compofe a Spelling-Book myfelf^ 
which, I truft, has been found ufeful, 
as many thoufand copies have been cir- 
culated. 

One article in particular, is not to be 
met with in other Spelling-Books — 
Lejffbm with Scripture Names^ intended 
to prepare the children for reading the 
Bibk with fluency. 

p 4 la 
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In refpeft to the Abridgements of the 
Old and Neio Teftament, to be iifcd by 
learners, inftead of the Bikic^M\\ I 
fulmiit it to the judgment of the 
nioft experienced inftruftors, whether 
children gain a competent knowledge, 
even of Scripture Hijiory, much lefs 
of the Principles of Chriftianityy by 
reading the entire contents of the 
Sacred Writings without difcrimina- 
tion? And 'whether fuch a method 
be not more hkely to give them a 
diftafte for the Scriptures, than to ex- 
. cite in their minds a defire to read 
and ftudy them to the end of their 
Jives ? 

To my apprehenfion, the moft effec- 
tual method of conveying to young 
minds a real knowledge of the Sa« 
cred Writings is by means of Selec- 
tions ; which Seleftions fhould be' fo 
contrived, as to teach thofe parts of 
the Sacred Volume firft, which relate to 
thofe things upon which the whole of 

Rehgion 
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Religion is built, and to proceed from 
them to fuch parts, as relate more 
particularly to Chriftian Faith and 
Pra6lice. 

On tliis plan the Selcftions have' 
been uiade which I have offered to the, 
public. In the Abridgement of the Old 
Tejiament are collefted together fuch 
parts of Satired Hifioi^j as I thought 
mod likely to engage the attention of 
children; and by the help of accom-, 
panying leftures, Jto eftablifli their be- 
lief in God a$ the Creator and Gover- 
nor of the univerfe. 

The Abi^idgenient of the New Tejia- 
menty contains a continued Hiftory of 
our Saviour's life and doSrines, com-, 
pof^d ftom the foi\r Gofpels ; and the 
covrefponding Jedures relate to. the 
Faith and Praftice of Chriftianity, , . 

Th^Jiiji mliime of the Teachers Jfi 
Jift^nty confifts of leStures Avith guc/iions 
rejating to tjie^;;/? rudiments of religi-^ 
ousaMmQral inJiruciiGny ,whkli are, 

^,.,--., ' ,, d5 calculated 
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calculated fbr general u/e, having no 
particular reference to the peculiar 
tenets ofthtEJiabliJhed Church, though 
properly introdu6lory to them. 

The Jecmzd volume confifts of lectures 
on the Church Catechi/hzj the Liturgy, 
&c. Tiie expediency of this volume, 
vnW, I truft, be admitted, when it is 
confidered that very few Charity Chil- 
dren underftand the excellent Form of 
Common Prayer, in which the}^ are fo 
frequently called upon to join, and that 
cbnfequently they repeat the relponfes 
without thought or refleftion. 

The Scripture Catechifm confifts of 
l^ures^ in which the two volumes of 
Scripture Lejbns are explained. 

To thefe wjH be added, as foon as I 
have leifure to complete them ; a book, 
confifting ^Scripture ExtraBs for the 
children to commit to memory ; and a 
JPraQkai Expcjition of the whole of 
the Scriptures, particularly fuitedto the 
circumftauces of humble life, for the 

iuilru£lioxi 
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mftruftion of the higheft clafTe^ ifi the 
Schools, atid for the future ftudy e^ 
thofe who have been educated in them. 

When the Scholars fliall hive goh« 
through this courfe of inftruftion, by 
means of the Ie6lure books, I truft, they 
will be able to read the Scripturts to ad- 
vantage, to underftand Sermons, E*pla^ 
liations of theCatechifm, &c. and to im- 
prove theil" minds, by means of the ittahy 
Excellent books, which have been writ- 
ten for their edification by the learned. 

Few of the teachers in Charity Schools 
are capable of giving estenipore ififtruc^ 
tion on religious fubjefts, my prineipai[ 
aim therefore in thefe publications * 
has been, to fupply the deficiencies 
6f Charity School Mq/iers and Mifi 
trej/es where they exift ; and to eafe 

♦ The fecond Edition of the Teacher's Aflif* 
tant is almoft a New Work ; the firH vplunie coin- 
tains onl^ a fmall part of the Contents of the two 
volomes of the firft Edition^ and the fecond Vo- 
littte was ^tiginaily intended ds the thisd* ' 

v6 the. 



d by Google 



60 OECONOMT OF CHARITY. 

the labours of the more intelligefit.* 
Nor will the courfe of inftruflion, here 
propofed appear too extenfive, I hope, 
when it is confidered, that the greateft 
part of it is to be given in the ftile of 
familiar converfatioriy and will not oc- 
cupy fo much of the children's time as 
a more contrafted courfe, in which 
they are required to commit to memory 
the words of the Explanations of the 
Catechifin, &c. ' It is certainly proper 
that children fhould have fome talks 
of this nature ; but let me add, there 
are befides memory other faculties in 
the mind, of even the meaneft human 
creature, which require culture. 

I have now given the outlines of my 
Plan of appropriate inJiruQion for the 
cbildrc^of the Poor, as far as it is com- 
pleted; and am hapj)y to fay that 
through the patronage of the Society Jbr 
promoting Chriftian Knowledge (which 
has honoured the various articles of it 
with admiffion upon the lift of books 

circu- 
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circulated by the fubfcribing members) 
and the attention paid to them by 
many other refpe6lable perfons, wlio 
efpoufe the caufe of thofe for whom 
they were principally defigned, I have 
reafon to hope my humble labour-s will 
prove extenfively ufeful ; but I am 
fenlible that their continued fuccefs 
muft ever depend upon the zeal and 
judgment of others in the application 
of them ; I therefore entreat Ladies to 
give me their countenance and affift- 
ance, by making trial of my plan, 

I would by no means advife innova- 
tions upon the province of the Clergy y 
or derogate from the merit of thofe 
gentlemen among the Laity who take 
an a6live part in the management of 
Charity Schools of any denomination, 
nor do I wifli to fee the office of Truf- 
heejhip for endowed or chartered Schooh 
transferred to female hands, for I am 
well aware of the fuperior advantages 
thefe inftitutions derive from the at« 

tention, 
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tention of GeHtlemen to their pecuni- 
ary interefts and general arrangements; 
and I am alfo fully perfuaded that with- 
out fuch influence and fupport, Charity 
Schools would have long ago fallen to 
the ground ; but I muft be allowed to 
think that as coadjutors Ladies migiit 
be very ufeful, efpecially in the religi- 
ous educatioti of the children. 

The bufinefs of early tuition in alt 
families is properly the province of mo- 
therSy but thofe who are themfelves ig^ 
norant cannot inftru6l their offspring ; 
the religious education of the poor, 
therefore, becomes the concern of wo- 
men of fuperior condition, and thofe 
Ladies who are in the habit of teaching 
their own children are particularly 
qualified for this charitable office.' 
- By in{lru6ling their own families, 
women acquire a pleafing and eafy 
method of communicating knowledge^ 
which is more engaging to the youhg 
aad ignorant tliAu the graver ^method 
i. of 
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of learned and fcientific men. Women 
are likewife acquainted with a ^'ariety 
of particulars, that ft,ll immediately 
within their own fphere, and which 
enable them to advrfe girls in refpeft to 
decorum of behaviour and. propriety of 
drefs; points of very effential confe- 
q\jence to young females of every deno- 
iiihiation. It is not fufficient to teach 
poor girfethc obligations of moral du- 
ties; thofe ^vho have nevcir had the 
advantage of good example, require to 
be inftruded minutely and incidentally 
how to praftife them; and furely nxh 
mm arc the beft qualified to give thefe 
inftmaions, as they muft be the moft 
intimately acquainted with the receffes 
of the female heart, and with the 
arguments that will the moft forcibly 
ekcite a virtuous emulation in their 
oWn fcx, to excel in thofe virtues which 
ate peculiarly feminine. But the ad- 
vantages of this particular exercife of 
Chriiiiati Charity are not confined to 

thofe 
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thofe who receive infiruBion ; the be- 
nefit is reflected back on the befiawer^, 
_not only by awakening thofe pleafing 
einotigns which arife from the pra6lice 
of benevolence ; but the mother, who 
from motives of piety inftru6ls the 
children of the poor, will affuredly 
bring down the blefling of Heaven. 
The Almighty Father often, with 
the moft abundant intereft, rewards his 
fervants i?z kind for the duties they 
perform. She, therefore, who extends 
her maternal tendernefs to poor defti-. 
tiite children, may humbly hope to re- 
ceive an hundred fold return of hap- 
pincfs in the improvement of her own 
family, if flie is careful at the fame time^ 
to train them in the tcay in which Chrifr 
tians Jhould go. 

. But were there no reward to be ex,-, 
pefted, can a womaja, accuftpnjed to. 
the exercife of maternal afFeftjion to- 
wards her own beloved .9ffspring,ibe 
indifferent to the happineis of th9fef 

poor 
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poor children who have no means of 
learning their duty but fuch as Charity 
afFoi*ds? Can Ihe think of multitudes 
being devoted to ignorance and vice, 
and in danger of eternal mifery, and 
not ftretch forth a ready hand to fnatcli 
-them from fo dreadful a fate ? Will ihe 
not rather afford every afliftance in her 
power towards the fuccefs of eftablifli- 
ments which are calculated to obviate 
thefe evils; to inculcate ufeful know- 
ledge; to adorn the mind with thofe 
Chriftian graces, which will fecure to 
fuch as aredoomed to fuifer the miferies 
of this life, eternal happinefs in a future 
ftate? 

But not to Mothers only would I 
confine the interefting, the ftitisfadory 
office of inftrufting the cjiildren of the 
poor, unmarried Ladies imy find in Sun- 
day and other Charity Schools occa- 
fions for exercifing thofe amiable qua- 
lities which are partly loft to the world 
in a fingle ftate. Providence has ex- 
empted 
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empteil them from family caress ; fome 
of them live in affluence ; many in 
eafv circumftances ; their hours often 
hang heavy oa their hattds — how then 
tan they employ their fuperiluities both 
of time and money to more advantage, 
than in af&rding iniiru6tion and em* 
ployment to poor children? 

The prefent times fuinifli many ex- 
amples of fingle Ladies, who by con- 
^efcending to become nurfing mothers 
to the Peor^ have greatly added to 
their own refpefiability and comforts; 
and may tiieir numbers increafe i 

Chirity Schools alfo fumiih occafions 
for the praftice of benevolence, to 
many perfons in humUc or reduced 
circumftances, whole education though 
not of the firft rate, has enabled them to 
^ive inftrud;io& to the chi)di^n of the 
poor, ei|)eciaUy under the direftion of 
peifonis of fuijerior knowledge; and 
furely thefe will gladly fcize the oppor- 
tuni^ bf teftifying their zeal fcH* GodV 

fervice, 
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fervice, and their good will to their fel- 
lo^r-creatwres. 

Ye^mg Im^^ may with peculiar 
jMTopriety affift in the infirudion of 
tlK)fe who txt their immediate contem- 
poraries, Onwhofe fiiture good conduft 
their own domefiic ccmiforts wili greatly 
xlepend; and it is particularly incum- 
bent nf^on them to do ib^ becaufe they 
will reap the. fruits of their parent's 
endeavours to train up the children of 
the Poor in religibos principles aYid 
tl^tuous habits, and nothhag is fo likely 
to {HTomote harmony amongft the difr 
fblnent ranks in Society, as a pr<^er tb* 
tercoiirie between young people of the 
higher ajid loM^er ftations in life ; and 
Cfuttyity Sckoob may be made very 
conducive to this end. If, therefoi^, 
we defire to have our daugh^tors here- 
after ferved with aSe^ionate refpe^i, 
let us tafce them to Charity Schools^ 
where, by a thouiand little atteHtiond 
which they will be happy to ihew, they 

may 
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may engage the ' gratitude -^f ' thofe 
whom they will perhaps have occafron 
to employ, and tnake them ambitious 
of being received into the fervice of 
Ladies, whole fri^ndjQiip and hurtianity 
they liave already experienced : inftead 
of forfakhig their native homes, and 
expofing thehiielves to many tempta- 
tions and dangei-s in fetfrch of lucra- 
tive plai:es, as many a poor girl has dond 
tohertuiiiM * ; -»' ^ ' • ' • 

When thus familiarized, yoting per- 
fons in the different claffes of life, wilt 
cntertai^i pre}X)fleffions towards each' 
other perfe6lly agi-eeable to the'Chrif- 
tidn CEconomy. Tbofe of infef)6r fta- 
tions, if properly taught,' will-be' idif** 
pofed from religious ]prihcfples to obey 
their future miftrefles with "cheerful- 
nefs ; thole of the 'fu{)enor orders to" 
command their future fervants with 
kindnefs; and thu§ li^bitually aceuf- 
tomed, the former to- remt?^, the latter 
to communicate religious, inftruftions, 

the 
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the. difficulties which at prefent are in 
the way of thofe who are clefirous of 
keeping up regular family devotions 
will vaniih, and numbers will join to- 
gether in Chriftian houfeholds acknow- 
ledging the mercies of every day as it 
paffes, and in imjiloring a blefling on 
their united endeavours to render ac- 
ceptable fervice to their Creator and 
Redeemer. 

. Or fuppofing that Girls fliould not 
afterwards be iervants to thofe identical 
young. Ladies to whom they are parti- 
cularly attached, they will at leaft have 
no prejudices againft Miftreffes in ge-n^ 
neral, as is too often the cafe with the 
fcrvaiits of the prefent day; buthavt 
ing met with kinduefs from forae La- 
dies, they will expe6l to find it in 
others ; while fentiments anfwerabljB tq 
tbefe will be entertaijijied by th« young 
benctkftreffes, and mutual good opini- 
on is allowed to be an excellent foun- 
dation for family harmony. 

But 
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But it may be aflced, Arc Crirla, 
whofe own education is not yet com* 
pleted, qualified to be teachers g£ 
others? In anfwer to this queilion I en- 
treat, that the objeSs and nature of 
the inftru6lions in Charity Schools may 
be confidered. It is not intended that 
the children of the Poor fliould be in- 
ftru^ed in languages, geograpliy, hif- 
tpry, and other branches of a liberal 
education ; but merely in fuch a know- 
ledge of their native tongue, as fhall 
enable them to read the Scriptures;, 
in the plain doftrines and duties 
of Chriftianity; and in thofe modes 
of condu6l which may engage the 
favour of their fuperiors — ^And in 
thefe days of general eiucatmi few 
young perfons even in the middle 
feafles of life^refo deficient, as not to 
be able to affift in teachhig the chil- 
dren of the Poor to i*epeat the Cate- 
chifm, Prayers, &c. 

Per- 
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Perhaps it may be thought improper, 
that Ladies, in vbom polilhed manners 
and elegance of expreffion are expeded, 
ihould intermix with vulgar, low-bred 
children : I do not apprehend that any 
ill confequences will arife from this in- 
tercourfe, for the contrail is fo ftriking, 
that we may rather fuppoie it would 
excite young Ladies to pay a nicer at- 
tention to thofe graces which difthi- 
guifli weltbred people. 

The opportunities which the lower 
fort of children have of obferving the 
manners of their fiijjcriors, may indeed 
tend to civilize them, ib as to prevent 
their being dilgufting> but can never 
refine them to fuch a degree, as tio put 
them upon a level with young Ladies^ 
who have a regawj to wal re&ienien|^ 
which has its origin in the heart % 

It may farther be otgecled, that it 
will endanger health, to fit down in a 
room, furrounded by dirty children*. 
This objection cannot attach to Cha- 
rity 
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rity SchoolSj for the Rules of thofe 
Schools, particularly require perfeft 
neatnefs in the children, and where this 
rule is infringed the influence of Ladies 
will reflore the obfervance of it. But 
I will admit that at the fiiil opening of 
a Sunday School or a Dai/ School of In- 
du/iry, this is fometimes a very difguil- 
ing crrcumftance. Yet furely there is 
no fuch contagion in dirt as fome 
people are apt to imagine, for if there 
were, there would be a much greater 
mortality among the Poor than among 
the Rich, which I believe is not the 
cafe, nnleft when epidemical diftem- 
peT«- prevail: and if we call to mind 
that neither difeafes nor death can 
ftrike any individual without the direc- 
IJDn of an over-rulfng* Providence, no 
4^prehenfion of danger ihould reftrain 
Ghriftians from engaging in a work to 
which Providence fo evidently calls 
them. 

What 
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What felfiih confideration then fliall 
reftrain ou-r zeal? What weak fears 
check us in our Chriftian career ? That 
omnipotent Being who can avert the 
fecret fhaft of the noifome pejiilence, 
and preferve his feroants alive while 
thoiifands fall htjide them' on the right 
hand and on the left^ fhall be our (afe- 
guard. That merciful Saviour, whofe 
footfteps we purfue, will 'be our guide. 
Let us not then defpife poor children 
for a circumftance which is perfeftly 
excufable in them, and probably more 
a misfortune than a fault in their pa- 
rents : let us rather furnifh them with 
the means of cleanlinefs, and point 
out to them the comforts of it, and 
they will foon improve in their appear- 
ance to an aftonifliing dcgVee ; and 
their improvement in manners will 
keep pace with it ; for we may obferve 
that poor children have a greater re- 
gard to their behaviour, when they are 
decently clothed, and noticed by their 

VOL. i. E fuperiors, 



d by Google 



74f OECONOMY OF ^HARITY, 

foperioi-s, than when they are driven 
away to affociate only with their own 
abjedi; clafs. 

It may probably be faid that the 
condefcenfion I recommend will encou- 
rage the lower kind of Girls to take 
freedoms with their fuperiors ; on the 
contrary, I can now appeal to the ex- 
perience of many Ladies who have 
made the trial, for I am perfuaded they 
will declare that children, both boys 
and girlsj who before the eftablifhment 
of Sunday Schools^ were fo rude that 
there was fcarcely a chance of paffing 
through the ftreets without being in- 
fulted by them, behave with all poffi- 
ble refpeft to their Jl/ifors. Indeed it 
is unreafonable to imagine that poor 
children will become more infolent 
fi'om our endeavours to civilize them ; 
and young Ladies may be inftru6led to 
conduft themfelves at the Schools in 
fuch a manner as to preferve the refpeft 
due to their ftation, by keeping the 

children 
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children at fuch a proper diftance as to 
maintain their own confequence, at 
the fame time that they treat them 
with encouraging kindnefs. Humility 
is a virtue effentially aeceffary to com- 
plete the 'female chara6ler ; indeed a 
troman is not truly feminine without 
it ; and Ladies have the uioft illuftri- 
eus examples in our Royal Family and^ 
many of the Jirft Nobilityy that the- 
higheft perfpnages may fupport dignity 
without haughtinefs. 

Let not young Ladies fufpe^ me of 
any defign to abridge their true plea- 
fures. I am on the contrary intent up- 
on 'increafing their happinefs,. and 1. 
will venture to fay that in the praftice 
of benevolence they will experience 
more fubftantial delight than the moft 
fafcinating amufements can afford ; and 
they wrH at the fame time, by vifiting . 
Charity Schools, acquire fuch ufcful 
knowledge as will afterwards' greatly i 
facilitate the tafk of educating their 
E 2 own 
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awm cbUdren and governing thdr fami- 
lies. Neither let difiiilence reftrain 
tbeoi from attempting to teach the 
children of the poor, for humbler in- 
ftrmnents than themfelves were em- 
pdoyed in the firft propagation of the 
Gofpel, and if they ha\^ a fincere de- 
fire* of hanouring their Creator, he will 
gracioufly acxrept the tribute of their 
extfy piety, and reward them with his 
choiceil bfeffihgs. The proud, the 
vain, and the licentious, may direft 
fiieir. ridkiile towards them, but con- 
feious re&itudc'will fortify their minds 
againfl it, and infpire them with cou- 
rage to perfevere. 

I cannot quit this part of my fubjeft 
without obferving that ones very im-' 
portant purpofe will be anfwered by 
the attendance of young Ladies at 
Sunday SchoolSy the accuftoraing them 
to the religious obfervance of the &ri- 
buth'day, I need pot here remark how 
much the duty fo ftrongly enjoined by 

the 
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the fourtli commandment of the Deca- 
logue, and enforced in other parts of 
Scripture, has of late years been ne- 
glefted byall ranks of people, for this 
is a Botorioua faft. Neither is jt nc- 
ceflary for me to expafiate on the in- 
difpenfabie obligations which Chriftiam 
are under to ^nd the Sabbath in fuch 
a manner, as may heft anfwer the de* 
fign c^our great Creator in ble^ng nnd 
fonfiifying the fecenth day ; for thefe 
points have beep/ fully difcufled by 
abler pens than mine: but I catfnot 
forbear faykig, that the higher claffef 
efywtth&a^A in. need of refbrmatioii 
in this particular as much as their mr 
jTerionr, thtucfore it %a doing tbem in^^ 
juftice tiot to provide for their rcBgi*- 
ous improvement alfo ; it. is di%racing 
them in- the eyes of piou» Chriftian^, 
it is depriving them of the beft portion 
a pa:rent can foeftow; it is expofing 
them to the difpleafure of God, to 
leave them at libeily ta ^bfent thenir 
E 3 felves 
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felves from public worfhip — to make 
frivolous vifits — to join parties of 
amufement, whilft we are endeavouring 
to educate the poor for heaven I 

But unhappily for the nation as well 
as for our youth> no one branch of edu- 
cation is in general fo fuperficiaily 
taught as that which is of the moft 
confequence, and it is no uncommoii 
thing to fee younfg perfons who arc 
complete in ornamental accompliih- 
ments, mere babes in divine knowledge, 
- But to return to my fubjeft, the at- 
tendance of young Ladies at Sunday 
Schools — Here they will find a number 
t)f poor children colleftcd together for 
the exprefs purpofe of honouring their 
Creator and learning his holy will; 
furely no one can behold fuch an af* 
fembly as thisj without feeling an inr 
ftinSive defire to promote their bappi- 
nefs ; and thi$ attraction towards them 
will be particulariy ftrong in perfons of 
their owa age and iex; compaffion, 

therefore. 
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therefore, will naturally incline young 
Ladies, who are introduced as vifitors, 
to take an intereft in teaching children 
in Sunday Schools ; and whilft they are 
opening and cultivating the under* 
ilandings of others, their own will ex- 
pand J while they are inculcating reli- 
gious principles, fentiments of piety 
will fpring up in their hearts, and vir- 
tue and goodnefs will take deep root; 
a frequent perufal of the facred volume 
will convince them of its ineflimable 
value, and fix their principles upon the 
only folid bafis : they will not lament 
the want of amufement ; they will dii?^ 
cover that Religion is not a gloomy 
thing, fit only for the emptoyment of 
old age, but that it is produftive of 
the moft lively and fubftantial delights^ 
they will leam it as a pmSica/, not as 
a merely Jpeaitatke Jcience; they will 
alfo learn t& refift the allurements of 
the world, and to afpire after the joys 
rfan eternal (late which are too often 
£ 4 loft 
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loft fight of by the youngs when ae- 
cuftomed to pafs the Sabbath in a care- 
lefs manner. Pleafed at finding them- 
felves of real confequence in fociety, 
young Ladies will he emulous to fet 
good examples ; at the fame time a 
difcovery of their own deficiencies, 
which under the eye of a careful pa- 
rent they can fcarcely avoid makbg^ 
will reftrain their vanity, and kindle iu 
th^ir bosoms a commendable ambition 
to excel in every moral virtue, and to 
approve themfelv^ faithful fervants of 
their bldfed Redeemer. In fliort it is 
greatly to be hoped they will become 
Chriftians indeed^ and be able to give a 
Teafon for the faith that is in them. 

After all I have faid to engage the 
hearts of fuch of iny fex as are blefied 
with affluence or leifure, in favour of 
the children of the poor, it will natu- 
rally be expe6led of me, that I fliould 
fpecify more particularly thofe offiges 
of benevolence which Ladies may per- 
form. 
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form, in the various defcriptions of 
Charity Schools^ without breaking in 
too much upon their ufual ayocation& 
and puifuits : this I will endeavour to 
do, to the heft of my ability; and. X 
ihall begin with thofe which have aa 
indifputable right to pre-eminencCj. 

EI^DOWEt) CHARITY SCHOOLS; 

If any children can be claimed' by 
\ht Church, di% peculiarly its otfw, they 
are furely thofe who are educated in 
Schools which were eiprefsly founded 
for the purpofe of promoting its in- 
terefts. - :'i 

Thefe inftitutions confidered collect 
tivelyy muft ftrike the refleding mind as 
a great national obJeQ; indeed it' was. 
this which I had principally 'in view 
in forming my Plan of appropriate In^ 
ftruBion for the children of the Poor,, 
and it is here that it can be applied in 
£ 6 its 

Digitized by Google 



82 OECOKOMY OF CHARTTr, 

its fiill extent. From the account of 
Charity Schools given by the Society far 
promoting Chrijiian Knowledge^ it ap^ 
pears that there have been no lefs than 
1631 of thefe Schools eftaWifhed in 
Great Britain fince the Reformation, 
in which, allowing for the deficiency 
occafioned by fome of them having 
been fuifered to drop, there are ftill 
40,000 children educated annually as 
members of the Church of England. 

At the fii^ft view we are furprifed 
at the number of Scholars in theie 
Schools; yet, when we coniider the 
multitudes of poor children thei-e muft 
neceflUrlly be in fuch a populous king- 
dom as this> it will appear compara- 
tively fmall : and it is proved to be 
anally lb, by the fuperior numbers, 
which already receive inftruftion hx 
Sunday Schools. 

However, the intereft of Forty Thou* 
fand human creatures^ is no trifling 
concern, efpccially when we confider 

the 
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the influence they will have in Society; 
for, from thefe Schools^ in addition ta 
the numbers which have preceded 
them, will go forth domcftk fervantSy 
labourers, artificcrsj mechanics^j Jbldiers, 
Jailors, petty Jhop-keepersj in ihoit, e^ery 
defcription of perfons belonging to the 
lower ranks of die community, whofe 
good or bad conduct^ will be of the ut* 
moft confequence to the fafety, peace, 
and profperity of their employers^ 

But as fenfible objefts givje force to- 
argument, I flmll beg leave to recaL 
to the minds- of my readers the fenfa- 
tionS' they felt when tliey have viewed 
with benevolent delight,^aaaffemblage ofi 
poor children in theii; neat and. hmnble. 
attire: — be^d tl^uenv join with, melodi- 
ous voices in finging the praifejsr.of the 
common Fatlier* of richi and. poor— ^ 
and liftened witb cob virion whilft their 
caufe was pleading by feme reverend* 
^xul powerful orator h 

&.& £ut 
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But more particularly let me appeal 
to the recoUeftion of thofe who have 
been prefent at St. PauPs Cathedraly 
on the anniverfary rrieeting of the Cha- 
rity Schools of London and its en- 
virons, when they beheld fccen thou- 
fand of thefe children dreffcd in the 
different uniforms of their refpeftive 
Schools, feated row above row to a con- 
fiderable height under the dome of that 
magnificent edifice — when they heard 
its lofty roof re-echo with loud Halle- 
lujahs to THE LORD GOD OMNI- 
POTENT, and with the loyal An- 
them, Long live the King ! May the 
King live for ever 1 from their united 
voices, accompanied by the organ ; all 
finging in fuch perfeft uniibn, that not 
a difcordant note was heard to br^k 
the harmony ! 

This is indeed a fpeftacle for Britons 
to exult in, for no nation but their own 
can furnifh the like — A fpeftacle to 
eomfbrt the hedist of every Chriftian be- 
holder, 
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holder, under the fear of danger to the 
Eftabliihment. For if they view thefe 
children as the reprefentatives of the 
whole body difperfed through the realm, 
the profpeft is confoling indeed ! — 
Forty Thou/and well-inftrufted, and 
well-difpofed members of the commu* 
nity, though of humble condition, may 
by their individual exertions, greatly 
contribute towards the welfare of the 
Church and State* Let us carry our 
thoughts farther then, and contem- 
plate thefe children in their future rela- 
tions. Let us confider them as Fathers 
and Mothers^ who will either train up 
their children in the way they fliould 
go^ or lead them into the praftice of 
wickednefs — As 5^^ and Daughters^ 
who will either prove a bleffing or a 
curfe to their parents — Brothers and* 
Sifters^ who will promote each other's 
happinefs, or divide families by domei^ 
tic broils — Majiers and Miftreffes of 
Schooky who will inftil ufeful know- 
ledge 
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ledge into the mincb of the childnen^ 
or leave them in ignorance of their 
duty — SubJeSbf who will be fupporters 
of the State, by tlie proper exertion of 
t4ieir humble talents,, and obedient fub-- 
miffion to its laws, or the ready and 
willing tools of faBion, /edition^ and 
rebellion for its overthrow — Zealous and 
prudent Members of the National 
Church, or Jnfideh^ Schifinatics^ Farias- 
tics. In times like th0 prefent, when at- 
tempts are m?ide to corrupt the minds 
of the common peoj^ie in every pofiiWe 
way, ther€ afxpea^s to be no other alter-: 
native. Surely then, it muft be al- 
lowed, that our CHAHiTy Schools. 
are of great National Importances and. 
tjiat the benefits they hold out, arecal* 
culaied to reach to the endi of Timey 
nay to Eternity itfelC 
. It is. of the utmoil confequenoe there- 
fore to fee, that none of the intended 
benefits of thefe eftabUfliments are loft, 
either ia refpeft to the children them-- 

felves^. 
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ielves, or to Society at large ; but that 
in the preient day, they are frequently 
ineffective, is a truth, which daily ex- 
perience confirms, to thde who tdkc. 
children out of Charity Schools as fer- 
vants, or who have, any intercourfe 
with fuch as have been educated ia 
them. 

The cuftom of affemblingthe Charity 
Schools of London and its environs, for 
the purpofe of recommending this mode 
of Charity to the public, began as early 
as the year 1 704, when Dr. Willis, then 
Dean of Lincoln, afterwards Bifliop of 
Winchefter, pleaded their caiife in the 
Parifli Church of St, Andrew's, Hol- 
born; from which time, for twenty- 
four years, the Anniveifary Sermou 
was preached at St Sepulchre's. At 
length the Schools multiplied fb greatly,, 
that it was thought expedient to cot- 
leA them in the Cathedi'al, wh^re they 
could be feen to more advantage, and 
where the friends of thefe Inftitwtions 

could 
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couH be more conveniently accommo* 
dated than in any Parifh Church. 

'This Anniverfay Meeting, though 
patronized by the Society for promoting 
Chriftian KncwledgCj is under the par- 
ticular diredion of a diftin6l Society, 
denominated Patrons hf the Annvvtr-* 
fary Meeting of the Charity Schools^ 
whofe great attention to their interefts 
does the higheft credit to their owA 
hnmanity. 

. The following extraft from a Sermon, 
preached at the Anniverfary Meeting 
in the year 1706, by a learned Prelate *', 
iliews the important light in which he 
thought the Charity Schools of London 
and Weftminfter fhould be viewed. 

** Thefe early fhoots of mankind, 
thejCe young and tender plants now be- 
fore our eyes, muu needs Ihed a fen- 
fibie pleafure upon all good Chriftians, 
and therefore I cannot but commend 

t Dr, White Kennet, afterwards Bifliop of 
Peterborough, at that time Archdeacon of Hun- 
tingdon, 
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the prudence of the Governors and 
Truftees of this Charity; that they keep' 
up an: Anniveriary Meeting of thefe 
poor children, to come from every 
quarter of the two cities and their 
larger fuburbs, to walk in decent cou^ 
pies through the ilreets, led by the 
Misiilers, the Paftors, as the Lambs of 
their flocks^ and which has at \^ folded 
them as it were, in th$ courts of God'a 
Houfe: to fee them cloat^ed with^neat* 
ne&j, and fet off with good maonerSi- and 
by humility and piety, made aflglc^i^ 
qm within ; to hear th^m r^adiqg'tl^ct ^ 
Pfaims diflin6lly, making the refponfe^ 
audibly, turnidig readily to the Chap^ 
teiB, reciting votoQ. perfeftly their Cateft 
chifii)j and foine ufeful expofit^ion p^ 
it; and fingii>g forth the Pfalms aut| 
Hymns in a melodious manner, Q 
what a Chriftian cntertaininentua this i 
Afpecl^le far beyond the vanities of iIk!. 
Stage or Mufic Houfe, or atty wprJtllyi 
pomp whatever. 

*^The 
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* * The Papijisy whofe Religion confiffs 
much in pageantry and fliew, make 
their folemn proceffions in a various 
order : but they have no device Co atr 
tra6live as that of young children, 
winged like Angels, and as it were fly- 
ing along with HallelujaKs and Ho- 
fanna's in the ftreets. Our plain Reli- 
gion admits no fuch ludicrous pomp. 
The humble and unafFcfted fight that 
is this day ppcfented to you> doea 
(I dare fay) excel aH thofe glaring 
afoufements of Popery. The children 
^re here fhewn like themfelves, in their 
own fimplicity, like pure and native 
Hlies^ which for that reafon could out* 
ftnne^Selamon in all his glory — We have 
wifely rejefted the fuperftition of our 
Fathers, who drefled up their children 
for a mock proceffion upoiv the fefti- 
Ysh of Si. Nicholas, Si: Catherine, Viml 
5V. Ctemeni, the Holy InnocentSj and 
fucliHke days; our Charity Childi'en 
are taught to make bo other ap*» 

pearancc 
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peamnce than that of iincerity and 
truth*" 

The affairs of thofe Charity Schools^ 
which derive their fuppoit from land- 
ed or funded property, or from annual 
fubfcriptions and coUedions at Charity 
Sermons, are ufually under the direc* 
tion of Truftees, or a Committee. 

Ladies certainly might be of great 
use as Members of tlieie Committees, or 
as occafional' affiftants to the Trujlees; 
but the want of their affiftance is not 
always felt by the gentlemen who fil| 
this important office,, becaufe many 
errws and abuies, which are of great 
confequence to the children, do not 
come under their obfervation : nor can 
it be expeSed^ that men of bufinefs 
&ouIdbe at leifure to attend to the 
management of Charity Schools^ any 
£trther than to appoint the Mailer oi 

♦ No perfon can be admitted into the Cathedral 
at the Aimtverfary Meeting of the Children witl»» 
out a Ticket from one of the ?atrousa 

Miftreia 
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Miftrefs to fettle the accounts, and to 
fee that the children are cloathed at 
the proper time. This ivant of leifure, 
has fometimes led to a fad expedietit, 
the fanning of the children, by agiee* 
ing with a Matter of Miftrefr to bot^rci 
them^ at To much - a head, taking the 
profit of their woHci ' Wlitrever ihhi% 
the cafe, 1t would ife' a great -aSl^ of 
Charttyj if Latltes ^vbuld ftep forward, 
and offer th^ir affiftance* towards put* 
ting po6r g*irfc' it' leaft on a better foot- 
ing; and I am happy-in-beiiyg ibfetd 
prddtice livitig examples of fhofe tirhd 
have lent their aid, witn the happieft 
effedi;; for which purpoft,'! fhaiB baire 
i^courfe to a Pamphlet written by 'a 
Eady; who was a principal age*nf; in 
coAj\in(*libn' with other' Ladies, in the 
regulation of a Charity SchooT'in the 
City bf-Vork, which was in i'*moft de- 
plorable fiate, till the Gentleinqn, ^vho 
were Truftees foi- the Inftitution re- 
quefted their affiftauce, the refult of 
'-' '*' ' '- plorable 
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which was fuch a- complete reformati- 
on of abufes ; fuch an aftonifliing im- 
provement in the health and morals of 
the girls, and fuch a faving of expenfe 
as plainly proved, that the interior ma-, 
nagement of Charity Schools, properly 
belongs to the female fex. 

For an account of theprefent flpu-^ 
.rifliing ftate .of the Grey Coat School^ 
and of the meafures which wejre pro-, 
greffively qmployed for bringii^g it to 
its prefent ftate . of perfeftion, I. muft 
refer to, the Pamphlet jtfelf, which is 
replete with important information,; 
very neceflary for all ,who ^are difpofed 
to follow the laudable examplq of tl|^ 
Ladies at York *. ^ . . • v , 

Ladies who fee Charity Children only 
when they are in tlieir beft cloaths, and at 

♦ An accoant tX iw6 Chdrity ^chodt for the 
Education of Ghis, 9M'2l Ftfnaie^ Friendfy Socktj^m 
York, by CatberJne Cafpf. Ihtblttied ia i8oo,i 
and fold in London by J, Johnfon, St. Paul's 
Church.yard ; and J. Htft^hdid/ Piiecadilty. ' 

Church, 
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Church, can form no idea of their condi- 
tion, when they fall into the hands of 
unprincipled people; and it is to be 
feared^ there is ample fcope for that fpe- 
Cies of Charity, which has for its objeQ; 
the regulation of Charity Schools for 
girls. Not however, beyond the ability 
of Ladies, with the fanftion of the Go- 
vernors and Truftees, to effefl; a good 
Example in view, is often a powerful 
incentive to exertion, and a better can- 
not eafily be found, than that of the 
benevolent patroneffes of the Schook in 
York. 

Of all the Charity Schools of 
which I have either heard or read, 
the Charter Schools of Irelatidy a few 
years ago, were in the moft deplorable 
condition ; of their prefent aflual ftate 
I am ignarant, but the detailed ac- 
count which was given of them by the 
benevofeM Howard* in the year 1789, 

♦ Ib iuf/Work <m Lazaretto, fee Appendix, 
Number 6< 

* is 
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is fuch as makes humanity ihudder, 
and though I doubt not but that great 
reforms have been made fmce that time 
n^ore particularly fince the eftablifli- 
ment of a benevolent Affociation, for 
bettering the condition of the Poor^ 
fimilar to that in London ; yet it can 
hardly be fuppofed, confidering the late 
di(lra£ied (late of Ireland, that all the 
good regulations they are capable of; 
have taken place ; I therefore beg leave 
to point out thefe Schools to the parti- 
cular attention of the Ladies of Ire- 
land; and happy I am to fay, that 
they may find examples for imitation 
amongft thofe of high rank, without 
going out of their own country. 

In relpeft to the education of the 
lower order of people, Scotland is it- 
felf I underfland, a pattern for imita- 
tion ; there all the Poor are taught to 
ready ; the Bible is explained to them, 
and they are inftrufted in praSical 
Chriftianitjf^ which has not been found 

to 
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to have made them worfe foldiers, failors> 
labourers, or domefticfervants, than the 
untutored poor of other countries, but 
the contrary. 

With the domeftic arrangements of 
Gharky Schools in London^ I am very 
little ^acquainted,' but from the ac- 
count of them colleftively in the re- 
port 6^ the Society for promoting Chrlf- 
tian Knottkdgef it appears that very 
few of them furnifh manufaftory work 
for the children ; this, as I have be- 
fore obfefved, does not feem to me to 
be an obje6l of -regret, in refpeft to 
thofe Schools, which ate liberally eii- 
Anved : yet, I aln far fi'om wifliing the 
childreuj whether boys or girls,, to be 
brought up in idlenefs, or to fpend 
their whole time in literary acqtiirc- 
mepts artd going to Church. A fhiall 
jKiAion will'fufflce for the attainment 
of all that the poor have occafion to 
know or prtlftife ; and even thbfe Cha- 
rity Children who are feparated from 

the 
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the multitude, to receive a greater pof* 
tion of learning, may have time to do 
many ufeful things befides, as well as 
to recreate their minds by innocent 
amufements, which are particularly re- 
quiiite for thofe young people who 
have fedentary employment 

For girls it is very eafy to find inter- 
mediate employments ; ^inningwheels, 
both for wool and flax, iliould be con- 
ftant appendages to Charity Schools, 
not only upon the principle of oeco- 
nomy, but for exercife, particularly the 
long running-wheel, which will be 
found very conducive to the health of 
thofe children ofpecially, who belong 
to Charity Schools in London. They 
ihould alfo, by turns, do all the houfe- 
hold work belonging to the School* 
Plain work is fo evidently ufeful to 
women in .general, but to the poor in 
particular, that no Charity Girl can be 
•deemed properly educated who has not 
attained to a tolerable proficiency at 
her needle ; and there cannot be a want 

VOL. I. F of 
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of this kind of work in a Charity 
School, if each girl be required not 
only to fpin her own clothing, knit her 
own (lockings, and make and mend 
her own clothes ; but alfo be allowed 
to work occafionally for other branch- 
es of the family, in order to eafe 
her mother. But if a fufficieucy of 
work be not fupplied by thefe means. 
Charity Girls might contribute greatly 
to the comfort and conveniency of a 
neighbourhood, by working for fuch 
poor women as are obliged to go con- 
ftantly to day labour, or who cannot 
ufe a needle themfelves. It would be 
a great addition to the comforts of the 
indigent and neceffitous, if Ladies 
would kindly furniih materials, either 
old or new, to be made by Charity Girls 
into taby linen, or other articles of ap- 
parel for the poor. Occupations of 
this kind, under the direftion of a 
clever miftrefs, would produce recipro- 
cal benefits to thofe who work, and 
thofe who receive the fruits of their 

labour. 
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labour, for by thde means girls would 
be trained up not only in babits of in- 
duilry, but of contrivance and econo- 
my; and if the generality of Charity 
Girls learnt to write a tolerable hand, 
and to do common funis in the two firft 
rules of arithmetiCj it would be quite 
fufficient 

It' is, I bdieve, generally thought 
injudicious to excite an emulation in 
Charily Bbys to .write a fine hand, and 
unlefe they are intended as teachers in 
fchools, this certainly had better be 
avoided; neither fhould any but thefe 
be encouraged to make a proficiency in 
figures beyond what may be wanted for 
apprentices to" common trades. The 
generality of Charity Bpys in London 
and large towns may be more advan- 
tageoufly occupied in helping to teach 
the younger ones, and in committing 
different things to memory; and I can- 
not fee why they might not be taught 
to mend their own ihoes and (lockings. 
F 2 !Many 
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IVIany a brave man, botli in the arniy* 
aad navy, is obliged to do thefe things; 
and, admitting that a married man has 
a right to require his wife to impair his 
children's ftockings, it cannot be ex- 
pefted that Ihe fhould mend their flioes, 
for that is undoubtedly a mafculine. 
employment ; and the father of a far 
mily would find it very comfortable to 
be able by this means to fave^ his chil- 
dren from going barefooted.: Thefe 
employnients, in addition to the ufual 
ones of cleaning their own lhoes„ brufh- 
ing their.clothes, doing little offices for 
their mailer, cultivating a garden, &c. 
if there be one belonging to the fciiool, 
added to affiduous attention to their 
tafks, would fill up a confiderable por- 
tion of time, and accuftom youth to 
induftry, which might eafily be direct- 
ed afterwards to other purfuits. But 
two examples occur to me which might 
be followed to great advantage. I 
mean that of ihe Charity School in the 

parifh 
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parifli of St. Martin in the Fields, in 
which one third of the hoys arc daily 
employed in ufeful labour, fo that the 
whole fchool work two days in & week 
by rotation — ^The other inftanee is that 
of a fchool founded and endowed by 
a benevolent Lady in Kent, in which 
fome land attached to the eftablifli- 
l^ent i» divided into fmall portions as 
gardeM for the boys, and each boy 
cul^tiviited his own, of which he is aV* 
lowed .the profits. In the fchool efta- 
ji^Uilkd by the Philanthropic Society m 
jSt. George's fields, the boys are.aV- 
^w^da little pijice of garden ground M 
a. v^m^tA fo* good Coia <iu6l. . 
; .Wh€thier Ladies ire concerned m 
itho tmmg^if^mt 9f the endowed Cfiariij/ 
jSchools in London ornpt, I have had 
no ^^>po¥tunit;y of learning, but from 
>the fMCCi^is. of a i^hool of In^duftry ♦, 
under tha entire direftion.pf a female 

In Edgeware Road, near Fortinan-fquare* 

F 3 com- 
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cominittee, I am perfua:ded much might 
be done for the benefit of poor ehitdren 
in the metropolis by the fame means; 
and in country towns and villages, the 
tafk would be very eafy if the Ladies 
of the place would agree to divide it 
amongli tliem in rotation, as is done by 
the Ladies at York. - 

I have before ventured an opinioii^ 
that Laidies are able fb contribute veQr 
much to the religious hiftni^fcion of 
Charky Children^ hxxt let me not be 
fufpe6ied of wifiiing to lead any of my 
fex into an improper faiterference witk 
the plans of the Parochial Minifter, on 
the contrary I acknowledge the pro- 
priety of women's afting in fubordina- 
titm to the Clergy in every particular 
where religion is concerned ; but it 
feldom happens that a clergyman hm 
time to give fo much inftTufi;ion as 
' children ft^nd in need of, and he has 
a juft claim upon perfons of leifure to 
leflen his labours by giving fucli efe- 

mentartf 
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mentary inftruQion, as may prepare the 
poor children of his pariih for his caiechc- 
tical kBures] fince few of the Mafters 
or Miftreffes are capable of doing it, 
excepting in the common way of mak- 
ing the children learn tafks by 4rote, 
which I have ihewn, to be very defec- 
tive. 

In the books which it is my ambk 
tion to fee adopted by Ladies in the 
performance of the benevolent office 
which I have ventured to recommend 
to them, my higheft aim has been to 
fumilh this elementary inJiruBmi ; and 
as all thefe works have gone through 
the requifite examination by the Society 
for promoting Chriftian KnawledgCy I 
flatter myfelf no clergyman of the 
Church of England will objeft to the 
experiment which Ladies may be dif- 
pofed to make of their utility. But I 
have not the vanity to think thefe 
books fo complete as fully to anfvver 
the intended purpofe; all I expe6^ 
F 4 from 
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from them is, that common teachers 
will be able to ufe them as they are, 
and that perfons of greater knowledge 
and abilities will find each volume of 
.leftures a fort of Note Book, upon 
which they may enlarge as they pro- 
ceed wtthrthe Quejiions, according to 
their own judgment *. Where the 
Mafier and Millreis is intelligent and 
zealous, and to be depended upon for 
apun6iual compliance with the pre- 
fcribed courfe of inflrudion, very little 
more will be wanted from the vifitors 
than to call in frequently at the fchool 
to examine into the progrefs of tlie 
children : but where the teacher, as is 
too often the cafe, is opinionative, and 
confinned iik modes of teaching dif- 
ferent from the plan agreed upon, a 
more affiduous attention will be necef- 
fiiiy from the vifitors, who if they 

* A fpecimen of the leAores is inferted in the 

Appendix. 
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would fee their good wiflies accom- 
pllihed muil take the pains to leSure 
and queftion the children themfelve^ 
which, upon trial will, I am perfuaded,^ 
prove a pleafing and moft intereftiiig: 
employment ; as well a* a prober exr 
ercife for young Ladies, advancing U> 
maturity, in one of the mod useful of 
female accomplifliments. 

It was th^ pra6lice, when Charity 
Schools were firft eftabliihed, to have 
Qwrterbf pubUc exe^mimUiOns of the 
children, and they were aifembled oa 
Sunday cveaings to prepare them for 
tktt^ exhibitions. This cuflom muft 
certainly have been prodm^tiveof happy 
efFe6b, forit.ferved as a ftimulus to the 
chikiren's impr ovemdnt, and prevented 
tlie fchools from iuiking into negledt 
and oblivion ; and it is much to h^ 
wifhed, not only that the praftice could 
be reftoredi but that Ladies would 
make a point of attendingwhen Charity 
Children ai:e publicly catechifed by 
F 5 theifi- 
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their Minifter at Church, And how 
much' good might young Ladies and 
Gentlemen do, by going themfelves to 
be catechifed! The example was fet 
them by one greater than the greattft^ 
and mfer than the wifeji of the children 
^fmen*; and furely there can be no 
degradation in following the pattern of 
the Son of Goi>. However obfolete 
the pious cuftom I am recommending 
is become, it certainly is a part of the 
duty which young perfons owe to their 
minifter, to fubmit to be catechifed by 
him ; for he is required to certify that 
every one he brings to the biihop to 
be 0onjirfnedy has done fo ; and in thefe 
times of ^ferm and danger to the 
Church, when the bifliops, in theiF 
charges, fo folemnly call upon the pa* 
rochial clergy to reftore the gbod old 
cuilom in their refpeftive pariihes,.how 
pleafing woqW it be t6 each pious. paf- 

* Se« Luke, chap, ii, ver. 46, 

tor 
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tor to behold the children of highep 
coodition ready to embrace the offer of 
iaftru6lion, and to lead thofe of the 
lower order in the path of duty ; — but 
above all, Me Saviour of the world. 
would regard them with benign ap- 
probation, their Heavenly Father 
would own them as his children. 

I will now point out a branch of 
education in which Ladies, young La- 
dies in particular, may perform a very 
important office in Charity Schools, anct 
at the fame time exercile themfelves ia 
a greatly cultivated talent. I mean by 
teaching tlic girls to fing pfalms in a 
proper manner, when they have no mat- 
ter, or by joining with them at Churck 
when they are taught pfahnody.. I 
call pfalmody an important branch of 
education for Charity Children^, not. 
only becaufe it forms in itfelf a molt 
delightful part of public worfliip. But 
aUb becaufe it is praftifed with, fiichs 
efied in the conventicle, as to prove a*. 
E 6. ga:^v:eL- 
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powerful attraftion, by means of which 
many are drawn away from the Efta- 
bliflied Church, where it is commonly 
left to ill-taught Charity Children, or 
a fet of illiterate men, who fing for 
their amufement ; and ought not every 
member of the Church, for the honour 
of that pure form of worfhip which be- 
longs to its Eftablifhment, to give it 
every advantage which genius or cul- 
tivation can furnifli, to prevent the tri- 
umph of its enemies ? Not that I would 
by any means recommend the teaching 
Charity Children to fmg in a fuperi- 
or ftile, fo as prevent the congi-egation 
from joining with them, for this would 
entirely defeat the purpofe of their be- 
ing taught, and prove an interruption 
to public worfhip ; it might alfo lead 
them to engage themfelves >vith fets of 
anthem Jingers^ who, it is to be feared, 
have but little thought of devotion, 
whilft they are difplaying their talent: 
but yiftrt plain pfalm finging generally 

prac- 
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praftifed in our churches and chapels, 
it would attach thofe who have voices 
to the congregation they refpeftively 
belong to, and it would not be fo com- 
mon as it now is for the lower fort ot 
people to ramble from parifli to pariih. 
Never was muiic learnt and pra&ifed 
to fo great a degree of excellence in 
this country as in the prefent day ; yet 
fkd it is to fay, that in thofe facred 
places, where every voice ought to be 
Kfted in praife to the greateft and beft 
of Beings, eaLchJ/cilful tongue is mute 
Some filenced, it is to be feared, by a 
difdain of mixing with thofe who know 
not the graces of harmony ; others, by 
the drea<l of appearing vain of their 
acquirements. . The Holy Scriptures; 
very frequently reprefent both vocal 
and infh-umental muiic as angelic ac^ 
compUJhments^ if I may be allowred the 
expreffion, and to join the choir ofanr- 
gels is held out as one of the privileges. 
and enjoyments of a happy eternity ;; 

i& 
X 
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is it not, therefore, a profanation of 
the gift of heaven to laviih upon mere 
amufement, and the grati£bcation of the 
fenfes, thofe enviable powers, by the 
proper application of which, the pof- 
feffor may enjoy and communicate in 
no fmaU degree hewctnly pkqfure? 
Thofe wha daily fpend hours in ther 
pta6lice of mufic cannot furely plead- 
want of leifure as an excufe for the 
ncgleft of pfalmody; a fmall portion^ 
of time will fuffice for the morning: 
and evening pfalm. or hymn, which af- 
ter it has ferved the purpofe of private 
devotion, may be taught to thofe chil- ' 
dpen whofe voices ought to he heard ja 
concert with their fellow mortals of tlie 
higheft rank,, in the houfe of God. By^ 
performing the charitable office I am, 
recommending, young Ladies may. 
fanBify their talent,, and give it a ya- 
lue of which it is deftitute, when it is* 
7i^'er employed to Jacred purpofes. The . 
performauce of the moft folemn devo- 
tional 
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tional piece, however enchanting to 
the ear, is no better than a mockery of 
religion, when the hearts of the per- 
formers atid the hearers are fixed upon 
fhe vanities of this world, particularly 
when it is made a part of the amufc" 
ment of the ill-fpent Sabbath. When 
tlie holy prophet was fent to denounce 
woes againft the rebellious houfe of 
Ifrael, it was part of his reproach, that 
while the harp and the viol, the tabret 
and the pips roere heard in their feajis-j 
they regarded not the works of the Lor i^ 
nor the operation of his hand* Would 
to God that this did not equally apply 
to the inhabitants of Britain ! 

It is much to be lamented that the 
tico Sacraments of the Chriftian Church 
are fo little attended to by the gene^ 
rality of nominal Chriftians, and that 
tlie greateft part of the poor nevep ex-» 

♦ Ifaiab, chap, v.. ver^Kt.. 

perience 
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pericnce the comforts (^ thofe holy Or-- 
dinances ; few of them undeiftand the 
privileges of the Chriftian Cotenanty 
beftowed in the Sacrament of Baptiiin^ 
and fo little are they acquainted with 
.the nature and defign: of the Lard^s 
Supper, that they regard it as (the 
means appointed for bringing a curjc 
upon them rather than a, blejing. This^ 
is one of the fad effedts of ktting the 
children of the poor grow up in ignof 
ranee of religion, or at beft with only 
a /u)7imary hnmledge of the do^rincsi 
of Chriftianity. It fliould, thcref^we^ 
be the endeavour of thofe to whom- 
their education is entrufied, to make 
them fenfible, as, loon a& pofiible^ of 
the advantages^ they enjoy in.thciT early 
years from having beea baptized m 
then: infancy > and likewife. to ^ve^ 
th^m; fuch . ideas of the ^omfort and 
bleffing of the Holy Commmiiony as. 
fliall make. them long for the time whea 

4 ... they 
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lliey may be admitted to the table of 
the Lord *. 

Happy will it be for thefe children, 
if, when they go out into the world, 
they fall into fituations where they wilL 
have the example of their fuperiors to 
encourage them to fulfill this defue ! 
but ala3 ! when the opportunity occurs, 
for ihewing faith in the Rkdeemee in 
hisawnafpointedwaj/i when the feqft of 
good things is prepared; when the blejfed 
means of reconciliation for repentant 
fumers are placed in view; how few, 
comparatively, even of the conftant at-, 
tendants upon public worfliip, accept 
of the invitation to be delivered fr<m the, 
burden of their Jim; to obtain peace for 
their ^jhulsy and firmgth to refiji their, 
Jpiritual enenues ! 

♦ In the Grey Coat School at York, efpecial 
care is taken that every Girl (hall accompany the * 
irorthy Matron, to receive the Sacrament at lead 
once, and frequently twice> before (he leaves the 
fchooU 

As 
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• As cbildren feklom reffeft upon \vliat 
they read or liear, and it is not likely 
that thole of the lower order will have 
much time for refleftion afterwards^ 
they fhould be well infirufted in their 
duty both to God and man, before they 
encounter the temptations of the world ; 
that they may know how to apply their 
principles to pra&ice, under all the try* 
ing circumflances of life, when they 
have no friend to advile them. 

They fhould not merely be told that 
they mufl be dutiful to their parents, 
obedient to the laws, fubmiilive to their 
fuperiors, &€• but why theyjhould be Jb^ 
and haw theyjhould aQ in their humble 
flation as childreitj zsfercants of differ'* 
ent denominationsy &€• &c. But thefc 
things I need not here enlarge upon» 
as they are gradually explained in the 
Teachers' Books; and other books pro- 
per to enforce the relative duties in a 
femiliar way, will be put .into the hand* 
of the children of the head clafles. 

It 
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It is a general complaint, that fuch 
of the common people as have been 
taught to read, are apt to mifapply 
their talents in reading books of a 
trifling or dangerous nature. This 
would not be fo frequently the cafe, i^ 
pains were taken in the courfe of their 
education to give tiiem a proper tafle 
for thofe which are really ufeful, and 
fuitable. to their humble > condition; 
but above alV fuch a knowledge of thd 
Sacred Volume and the Common Prayer 
Book J as will produce a thorough con-« 
vi6tion ip their minds that thefe are 
their moil valuaJ^treafures*. For this 
fmrpoi^^ every Gharity School fhould 
have i Jinall fdeSt library of books, 
containing together with explanations 
of the Scriptures, Common Prayer, 
Church Catechifm, Confirmation, &c^ 
fome books, iu which amufement is 
blended with inftrudion. 
. It would contribute greatly to the 
general improvement if fome of the 
• i head 
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head Scholars were-j^nnitted to read 
aloud . eveiy day in .one of theft 
Books; and thefe Scholars might in 
turn tp^ch the j'ounger children, by 
means of the firft volume of th(t 
Teacher's AJjiJiant. This initiation ixy- 
to the bufinefs pf teaching, voukji 
qualify thefe girk ♦ for keeping Schools, 
and for teaching their own. children aff 
terwarda: nor woiild the benefits of 
this initiatory iniU u£iion be confined 
to their own humble rank, they i^nmld 
extend, to their futtire eipplayers. 

The importance of havingi wcU-in^ 
ilru&ed Nuifay-niaikls in partFculor 
SDuft appear to every one wbo/confiden 
the influence irhicb aberrant jof thii 
kind has orer . the? mind in ithe firfi 
years of infancy. .Thofe .who are ig* 
norant frequently .do inconceivable 

* This method, if adopted for boys, wouli 
furnifh not only Schoolmafters for the poor, fupel 
tior to thofe of the prefent day, but good Fariih 
Clerks. . 

mif- 
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mifchief, not only by terrifying chil- 
dcen with ftories.o£Ghofts, &c. but by 
€Ountera6J;ing the attempts of fuch 
parents as endeavour to nip the tur^ 
bulent paffions in the bud, and nou- 
rifh the feeds 0f virtue in their tender 
oifspring. If the nude be really fond 
of her little charge, fhe cannot bear to 
fee her darling contradi^d or cor- 
reded,- but mourns over it on thefe oc- 
eafiohs, and teaches the child to regard 
its parent as a cruel tyrant, and heifelf 
as the friend on whom its beft affec- 
tions fhould be placed. If there are 
feveral children in the family, the igno* 
^antnurfery-hiaid,- iuftead of regulating 
their tempers while they, are at play, 
very often foments jcaloafies among{^ 
them, or fuffers her own favourite to 
domineer over the. ve&i by which 
^leansy tiiofe wiio, firohi the. dawn of 
reafon, fliould be bound together by 
the bands of filial afifeftioh, imbibe un- 
happy prejudices, which lead by degrees 

to 
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to one of the wofft bf human. evils;: 
family- diffentmis. , Many a good tem-) 
per is, I am perfuaded,' fpoiled in a nur- 
fery, cither by the coaxing, or fcokling: 
of the attendant > yet I cannot adopti 
the opinion of the v/riters <)f a modern: 
fyftem of PraQical Edmatiofiy that 
children fhoukl bfe entirely kept fron» 
fervants, though I perfectly agree with 
them in the foIlQwing raaxitsn, '^Let the 
Poor be well educatedyi and. the differ^ 
cnce in their oondiiB mil repay Society 
for th^ trouble of educating theni^'' 
The affiftance of the Nurfery Maid i$ 
neceflaiy, for it is very fatiguing to 
give children all theexercife they \vant ; 
and a woman of education may em- 
ploy herfelf to more advantage for her 
family, than in- nurfing a baby from 
morning till night : befides, it is in-* 
confident with rChriftiaii Philanthropy, 
to occafion an eftrangement betwixt 
perTons of different ranks in fociety. 
A child may* love its nurfe without 

any 
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any harm to itfelf, provided that nurfe 
difcharge her duty properly, which 
fl)e will mod probably do, if good 
principles have been early iinplanted 
in her mind, ' 

The mention of fervants brings to 
my mind what I think may be ranked 
3,mong fe77iaJe virtue^ I mean propriety 
of dre/iy for the violation of it often 
leads to the pra6iice of the moft abo- 
minable of vices ; therefore it woul(| 
be a kind office in Ladies, to endea- 
vour to infpire girls of the lower ranks 
with the laudable ambition to . appear 
neat rather than j^Vie, and to be always 
dreffed in charafler. Perhaps it may 
be thought, that inftru6lions on this 
head would be ufelefs in a Charity 
School where the children are con- 
fined to Tijimple uniform; but a girl 
cannot pafs through the ftreets, or go 
to Church, without feeing numbers of 
her own mnk in gay attire, aping the 
drefe of their fuperiors. This natu- 
rally 



d by Google 



J50 OBCONOMT OF CHARITir, 

rally leads to a comparifon, which 
makes her defpife her own plain drefe, 
and long for the day, when flie fliall 
exchange her antiquated habit for one 
that is faihionable ; the love of finery 
takes deep root in her heart; it in- 
creafes as flie mixes in Ibciety, and its 
unhappy fruits too often are departure 
from the paths of virtue, ruin, and 
wretchednefs ; or at the beft, extrava- 
gance and poverty. 

The different uniforms of the Cha- 
rity Schools in London, and the king- 
dom at large, are in general plain and 
neat ; and the adherence in many of ' 
them to the Old EngUJh FaJhionSy gives 
thofe who ftill receive education and 
maintenance, through the bounty of 
-our pious ancefl:ors, a pleafing dif- 
tindion, by marking at once their rank 
an fociety, and' the antiquity of their 
refpeftive Schools ; and it c^tainly is 
K very proper tribute to the memory of 
4:he decealed benefador or benefadtrefs, 

to 
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to prdk^e the very appe^mice whicb 
tbey <)elighted to behokl Butfvely 
itis itfcoiitiHlenti Ita drefe tbefe childr^A 
out at any time wit^; ^a prqff^fion of 
r^hom^ yf\\\c\\ m«^ 4 «H)tley ,agpeaT- 
^nce of fimpllcity atiidffiBtery ; yet tilus i*^ 
tfaet:afe "^rith^/^ ^SpAeerff at t^afici? 
ver&i^ niee!t^ng.at St. ; Pa^r^. B^t { 4^ 
hap{)y to be able to |^J(0t <^t 1^ -Scljip^^r 
which is called th^Ladktf ag a model far 
imitatioii, yet it is i)^ ^xc^i^v^y A>^ as 
moft of the Schools 4^/^ J^antitiitty^pliMi^ 
.^iidneat • ..^ j.'/v 

Atnc»igft1]he bntaohesofinflru^^ 
fpvta tQ O^^ty iChiUr^ irt j;h0 ^ff^ 
Iff our pi0tt9 Mcefton^ ifM«i|^¥*^kwt* 
ifotik tlir^«Sf ^tjMri^mmt f6t the 
j:«f vicir)aiid km&mHt^ . A 
kaowied^ not on^ of tl»; iN*i#/ tawi 
but qf iU the eonfeqa^iQes^ which Mife 
fy9m «4m«^ of th^/ jb futtdulsriy 
neficflwy hi tbeie tii9e% -ivhdD ^oriimei 

tliey^i««i)ClM^th«eiMt. ' I»,itvnryiii^ 
vol. I. 6 genious 
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genions pamphtet onSckoofiroflindiifiry; 
by Mr. Symond, the author furnifli©^ 
ftiong argument for the inftruQion-of 
the lower orders in the account he gives 
of the extreme ignorance of the f»^/e 
Jelons in the fix jails of London and 
Weftminfter, taken May 1 1, 1793; and 
ifiere is reafon to think that female* 
delinquents would, tipon. examination^* 
prove equally defioient. Some of the 
Lcftures in the 5r«cAer> Afiifiant At-e 
^akUl&ted to guaipiyouth'froni the*fe- 
du6lions of villany, by fetting before- 
^leih ilj Urong '<*olimrs, the mifeties 
tbigff' l^iH hiing^ upon -thebfelves hf b^ 
c6ittin^ the t^ftder^ies^of th{4f^6Mta8> 
hc>a(bbreiik«rsk:'^bAI ler «i -n^^l^lMV 
Ais ]^iii&l4Ul^eeij A\xbich<ti|«fa»^ 
ing itiind witii horror; > -'-■' :*brAi9oaA 
^ Beward^ ilfid^ald bd^6ocadi)fMi^>i6^ 
ftowed lipt^ children in Cfturit^^hMiti? 
fbftad[i oaiorn^ as-^etMly ^ormSMa^- 
lie, butn(>tf<>r '^y^dE&^f»(p4m^ 
K rvfi^g^ whichard^ V^iylidS^ilMFtkin^ 
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ill comparifon with upright 90nc)^6t ; 
Books appear to me to be the 'luoft ap- 
propriate tp .this purpofc ; aad I would 
advife their being fuch» as will be likely 
to improve children in their future ycars^ 
neatly bound, and beflowed in the, pre^ 
fence of the trviftees or committee; 
with injund;ioa$ to preforye; them card; 
fully. The children fhqnliji in particulaa^ 
6e taught to have a reverential regai d^ 
even to the e^ptermrs pf th^ir Bibles^ 
knd Common Prayer Booh, to which 
tlieir anceilors paid great ^tentioi^ 
thinking it a |)rQfanation to jbouch 
tlje written xmi^dof Goii witli a dirtjf 
fingjerj and carefully putting the ikr 
cred books, into their leatl^rn cafes, 
th^t tbf y might Aiflaia no injury while 
out of life- How different is the praor 
tioe of tlve pvefent 4:imcs, with the ge- 
nerality of thofe who polfefs Bibles I 
The facred repofitorics of divine reve- 
lation are dirtied and dog's-eared, and 
fcribbled in, or placed upon adufty flxelfi 
'€f ij . as 
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as of tto itaore value thiiti the Son^^ 
look, and the jSfaoeU Thde things may 
J)efhjtps afipear of no motnetit,' but I 
dannbt htlp nigarditig the irreverent 
ufe of the Bible, as a protttitient feature 
i&f tiie Udsntioufneis of the age- 

The poot unavoidaWy learh from th« 
difficuttres they are ptit td for want of 
Jl, to fet a great value upoii ftio'ney : 
this is ho fm in them Whilft it operates 
eiUly to a fpur to their indufiry. I 
irould therefore recoailnend pecuniary 
teumrds to be gtvefi \oCharity Childnsn 
ibr diligence In any manual employ- 
nent m the ufual way, <^ a certain pro- 
portion of their earnings, which may 
accumulate till they leave llie filiool ; 
vfaen they irilt by this means feel ibe 
benefit of final! favings. 

Some Charity Schoob ho|^ out dif- 
tant rewards to the fcholari^ to be he- 
flowed after a certain numbcf of years * 
of faithful fervftttde, or at the end of 
their apprenticefliip. That excellent 

and 
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amd well-cQndtt6ted inAitution the Aiy- 
Ivim for fem^Ue orphans in St George's 
Fieidd, h of this defcription, 

3ut of all the rewards which have 
been attached to Charity Schopla^ that 
of a Female Friendly Society for th^\r 
^en^ty which is the appwd^ge of the 
fchools at York i?, in my eftijnation, 
^ moft f«celle»t For ^ particular 
^eeouTit of thi^ wftittttion I muft fefer 
to the pjimphlet; before mentioned- 

In l(e1^f^t/^puuiJhm€u^^^ my opmJQn 
ij^ thft^ th^y ihould^ hie rather^ oi fuch 
-Ini^cU ^ ar^ ctalcuUited to awafkcn iliame 
and ibrrow, and a regard for charafter, 

, .^Jian of a corpoi^al nature, which feldom 
j^lfwer a^ny other purpofe thau to har-, 
d^m the he^rt againft reproof; for the^ 

, jchHdre)[i of the poor ^^'^ in genert^l. fo, 
accuftomed fi*om their inf^n^ to W 
ing beaten for their faults^ that they 
do not regard blows. IJut the with- 
holding of the promifed rewards, a,.i 
the nui;rked difpleafure of ^a. fuperioiy 
a 3 will 
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will often have a wonderful effefl. An 
Occafional lefture to the fchool-niiftrefty 
perfuading her to co-operate with the 
views and plans of the vifitors in eveiy 
relpeft, may ^Ifo be of great fervice ; 
for the generality of thefe people have 
no idea of what may be done by mild 
treatment, and Heady ^herence to efta- 
bliih6d rule9. The excellent traft called 
The Chrifiian SchQolTnqfiery by the late 
Dr. Talboty fliould be a ' conftant 
prefent to the teacher of a Charity 
School, whether for boys or girb, on 
their entering upon their important of^ ' 
fice- 

For matters merely of a clomefiic na-' 
ture, fuch as feeding the children in 
the moft oeconomicat manner, when 
boarded in the houfe, fixing their books^ 
&c. &c. I muft refer to writers of more 
experience than myfelf. Mrs. Cappe/ 
an4her benevolent aflbciates, appear to 
me to be adepts in this buiinefs ; and 
various details have been given to the 

public 



d by Google 



ADDHESSE^Di TO LADIES^ 127 

pKubHc from other refpei^abie quartersi 
Th^ , ti^^p€<iliency of. adapting atjy of 
tj)de meafj^ea, in 'a particular fchool, 
m^H depend ^on l^cal fitu^tion ; and 
ii^thipgs as relate to the children inr 
dividHally; will naturally be fuggefted 
to the ladies who. attejod, by thQ reports 
ittfide fby the^te^hers from tiqie to 
tiifsie pi the bebaviour of the gir^ 
^d their refpe^ve improvement. . I 
ihall tl^erefore only add, that it would 
be crowning their good offices if Ladies 
would endeavour to find feiyices and 
£tuation8 for tliefe poor children where 
the good work fo happily begun would 
be likely to be carried on, or where at 
leaft jth^y would be fafe from cprrup- 
tion, for it is greatly to be fe^xjed that 
many a poor girl is^ thro\yn into danger- 
ous fituatiohs for wapt of a friend to 
recommend her properly at her firft 
gqing out into .tlie, world, . 
. Whc^ Chairity Children are known . 
to. be garefiillyjniiru^d in reljpeQ; to 
Q 4f in* 
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induihy and moral coaduA, thcyaie 
itfuaHy soagfat after as ierva^^ iA re^ 
^utar families; and if it were mdde evi^ 
dent that they had Ai!ongiy iml^bed 
the priociples of Cbriilianity^cm^wMM 
hope that their chance of get^iig^good 
lervioes ^/oitld he impfiyved ; ' bLt' aks 1 
\t4iitft diffipatioA atnl indlffieltllkiO^^^ioi- 
f6ligion {& generally ^ reWil itodt^ 
iheMgheip atid middle Qr«fer^,^&6W)|l«- 
rfloQS h {be change of rfMkti9A^ ^«^ 
tmexpe^ieneed'giW, p^ h^r qltiCffei^tM 
flfylum of fni4ooertce ! Yet^hout? re^ 
ligioii^ prindpfe* the dhngii'lWift uhv* 
doubtedly.bc ifattch glisten - ''-'^ '^ 

In fome Qial-ity SiBifoH l^- ^A* 
eftabliflied cuitem to - apprentice the 
givis as doineftJe-fervanti ffer-a!' eertaiti 
Bumbetbf years:- Of tBe^ ex^>^ineney 
of this' mtthbd, I am^ti^t cofef)etfent to 
Judge*, for I hiive had.'no' opporttiiiity of 
making obfervations, tkcept^ refj^eSt 
to the children educated at the' iAjy^ 
lum in iStrGeorge^s-FitUsi-axidt^ 
•^ - Found- 
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MpMdSfig Uiff^kfl, fomc of whom I 
liave known to go through their a^ 
piefiticefliip irery repatahly ; ami atnr 
tliftt fiich c»itrao£4iP4i7 cane is taken 
m placi]^ oiit thefe children, it oer* 
tiunfy iHppwra the heft way of diip(»- 
fing of thofi^ who h|iv« no home to gn. 
tOt fliould th^y be out of place; but 
many dresidful coniequoices have en'^ 
iUed Irom a{^irenticing poor girb fronif 
fi^ioolft and worii^-houfes without propffr. 
ctrcumfpe&ioQ. In Londop m pv^^ 
tioibw great caution fliould be ufeii^ , 
fiMT the betrayers ^ -female innocewi^fr 
and beauty are for ever on the watcl^i^ 
^d many an unfortimate orphan faU$ 
iirta tlietr fiiai^es. 

The girls in the Aiylum wk« ferv^ 
their apprenticeihip fo as to obtain thft 
lewaid, are prdented to pubfip view ii^ 
Uie chapel of the houiCi when the am^, 
mvei&ry fermon ia preached, not pn^ 
to encourage them to perfevere in go<^ 
eandua, but that their waipplf; m/j 
o 5 excite 
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eicfte eAiuktion mthc.QfcUdren wiw^ 
aityetra the fchooK: * . * 

''•TRe-eKaritj School mSf. George's^ ; 
Miikk/hx, ftrpniihes a moft liberkl re- 
%tird, but it is llmfted to a fmall aum-c 
ber^ The girls m general have indeed^ 
the xtdratita^ of bemg^ t^n^lanted^ 
^om the Farijh School mto* RayHe^^ 
Ilb/pitaty v/bere they are tatvifAy ntain- 
tSinedand tiaiaed' for ferrices. After 
tlifeage x>f twenty-two, fix of^ them pro* 
dSriii^ ceitificates of their good behat* 
vtijUvy durmg dieir fervitude, dtaw'lotsJ 
{wice in theyearfora marriage portioi^ 
of 10(^1. to fettle- tliem in the woriA 
*ith an honeft induftrious mechanic^ 
Were this funi divided into four parti] 
it woufd probably do moi-e good, -by 
Rewarding a larger number, and pre-* 
venting the difappointment of many* 
whofe merits may be tqual with thofe 
df the fuccefeful competitor. And per-* 
Kaps as 1. would anfwer better to thtf 
l^fleffor than lOOL fot a large fum wbicb 
'"■'" ' & ' appears* 
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st{]^ar3 Ine^hai^ible to thofe who are 
not accuftomecl to- have fo much mo- 
Bcy rijirjilif if ij^ and frequently 

lej^drtp prcdEufiou in the expenditure 

The g^yemoTS of that excellent in- 
ftitntiott, the 3?h\|aRfhropic Society, re- 
^iip tb*t iftic hoys aggcenticed ifroni 
thatfijhopi flippld>be pla<jed in fitua- 
|i^sk w^erf they can jrtienifelves.ocea* 
l^^ally examine into their condufty 
^d that of their matters towards them^^ 
J^Yere this rule generally adopted, it 
W0.ul4 pi;eCerve many a poor boy. and 
girlr from cormption and mifery. Bu| 
|ip\^'far thU pr«cautioi)L is ufed, I am 
not abb^to fey^ I can only exprqis my 
fervent wiihj tl^at jfsvery thing may be 
dotte for thefe C'Ai^ft^* gjf the Churchy 
whether boys or girls, .t^at can contri- 
bute to keep them fteady to their prin- 
ciples through all the tiying fcenes of 
life; render. thini ufefilLanA valuable 
g6 
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ifiembeft of ifb6ifety; aM Ifecure Hieit' 
cVeriifting hapiJinciS. ' -^ • 

When the^f|)irituarpafeor ljift<y#s fttf 
parting prejkitt^ he wilV ifobbtlefi, Ifc-^' 
company it with a kind exhortatiocr to 
make agood ufeof tlic VafiAWe gift; 
and it is devoutly lo 1)^ Hoped, that alt 
tti^ yoting advehttiifdrifVhiy fucccfliTdy 
enter on tht JoiirAey ttf life, ivflt'gb 
forth with a lifelotiBn oiP tkking *M 
. Scriptures For a conftaht guid*, andl^ 
keeping to the end of theircotirfeinthd 
good old pathy without ttirtiingWay ib 
ihfe right hand or th* leftj haTing^tiie 
Ingh prize of the Chrifiian calling ^^i^rt 
.^uAlly in view, that crown tff ^v^ 
Irfiich ispromifed fo the fkithiiilf • 

As a zealous member^ of tht GhurA 
of England, I eanhot but be particu^ 
larfy anxious for the welfare and ftip^ 

"» WUcK if Wally tke BiUcr the Co»i|kmi 
frayif BooWj «od ilie Whole Dji?^.^ Map* 

w '^ port 
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pQhft of thcrfe C3iari(7 Scboob whidi be^ 
leaagtoih^E^aUi^me^ but I would 
b^no. ineuis faeilbrpefted of fuch a 
MindtthicbiBMyt to tliem, a$ to pre* 
wnt mjr feeing - thael there «f« otbcra 
niiich |H^uce much good to Iboiety, 
suEuLfeo the geneml uHdrefts pf religioDi 
and itwoidd; b^ m. Apgrat^lul letiira 
ftar the cottiplkneii^' whi^h have been 
paid' met by the adoption of my booM 
ia (bme of them^ n^re. I to pafi by in 
fiieaoeitiiofeCAan^jlriopili under the 
patrohage of Protefi^nt XHffeMers, in 
tfhidi;.the luickniental doctrines of 
ChriRianity are fedulottfly taught, and 
in which no atteinpls are made to preju* 
dice tim ehiUren agatnft, the Churqh or 
StatOL . So far fram.trUhing to be in^ 
ftriamental to thofe unhappy divifimis 
in the Church which no one can more 
"finceidy lament^ I .have had a view to 
the accommodatimi of th^ teachers 
and vifitcffs of thefe ^JhUing Charity 
Sdwoiiy in the amngement of my plan, 

by 

4 
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by con-finitig the' ;fir/i xolume cf *fcr 
ttachen^s ^Aj/ijhm* to^^iui^. gefaeratl^jbi*' 
ftruflions;' as I coiicl^itxb would faeaj^*: 
proted bj tbieit), as wdlits faiths ntem« 
bers of the Efeibliftcil ^Chu^cfc r: Tlw 
two vcAu\\\est>^tltieScripturtCat^^k$ 
wilI^iro;<£4rii^ b6 admiffibfe.bj tiiem;; 
butthe /^(f^df ^tume* ^ the IkacAers. 
AfftJianVk exprefsly'tfuttea toxhildren; 
educatetf<aocoiHl4tig tb the tenetroClliq 
Church of En^laftd/ and will not'^be 
approved by thofe of anyothehpacrfoaH 
libn. In thd ApfA^dix will l^ifoini4 
an account of a Diff€ntiiigSdiaU.£bNr 
Girls^ czMAAh^^^Shkkrfpmi^^AWatk 
School^ managed ^tirely by . 'Xiatlies, 
\viiich may properly fen^e»as ai'mod^l 
for fimilar eftabl^ihments^s tod it iar^de- 
voutly to be wiilied, trtiat tbofe - who 
differ from the national. 'chnrch blit/a 
Kttle, may ufc liichlmeaas ihthc^edtt- 
pation of thofe poor thiidseav ' wliofc 
parents belong to their tongregotioiKS, 
as to preveht their departure'fi'omth^ 

common 

M 
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eManonfakhj and to. .pFomote that bar* 
Bumy aiid go^\ wX\ ^hioh ought to 
fi&M^ attongft all Avfao caU themfelvcsr 
by the name of. Chriii 
^ I fliould now proceed to Day Schools 
qflMdvftry, as moft rcfembUny CAar 
rity Sekoois, but as thefe are commonly 
tbe offspring; of Sunday Schools^ I ihall 
give the preference to the parent ii^fii^ 
tutiMy 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

These Schools owe their ongin tQ the 
providential thojught of a berievokn^ 
and refpedlable individual, Mr- Raike^, 
ofCSloccften 

This infiitution, which promifedfo 
much good to ft>ciety, foon became ai^ 
objeft of general attention ; Sermonsj 
were preached in various parts of the 
kingdom for the benefit of Sunday 
Schools, by eminent Divines; and 
teamed Prelates ftrongly recommended 
them in their charges^ to the Paro- 
chial 
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diial Clefgyi mimbeci cf wtiom ao^ 
loufly took up the caufi^ ladfiiUeatt* 
timie to ufe tbeir iofiaeiice and txir^ 
tion for the fupport of thdelaftttutioiis 
ia their reQie^ve pnilpiies ; Lsdiei alfo 
lave fiom the firft liberalfy pontrifairfied 
to thofe toBcQmu and fubfefi^wm 
which have been fet cnEi foot in their &4 
vour ; and after a time, many beeamePa- 
tronelles and Viiitors ; and expeiience 
has fully proved by the number of 5tfif- 
day Schools J which are now^utifliing 
under female patronage, that nothing 
is wanting to give permanaicy and ef- 
feft to th^ eflablifliments for Gkrls, 
at leaft, but for Ladies to honour them 
with their perfonal attention, which, 
wherever it has been beftowed, has oon* 
trtbuted beyond any circumilance what- 
ever to their benefit and perpetuity. 

Numbers iiS excellent SoMons and 
Tracts have been pubtiihed in favour of 
Sunday Schools, which I fhouU) not 
do juftice to my fubjefi;, if I did not 

recommend 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Anvnamn to ladies. 137 
ttcommtend to Ladies to rtad, crpeci* 
aRy if thcjr Hnnild be in danger of be* 
»g pfe^dked agaitift tMs mode of 
<%ari^'throiigli the mtfreprefentation 
of its enemies. 

It is Jt>y no means my wiA to enter 
tke ivtde field of oontmverfy, but I 
cantioC be vfaoUy paffive wben the in- 
terefieeff tbonfltodsy nay,;e^n of Reli- 
^{Off.ilMf are at ftakej befides, as I am 
«o)ifdo«s of having been amongft the 
fkh pnUk advocates for the inftitution 
of Snnd^yS^ooIs^, I.feel itincmnbent 
DfKHi me, to attempt a reply^ fuch ob^ 
je6^B8 as ha^e^oome to 4ny Icaov^ 
ledge. 

'^ It is fiud that 't ^eft Schools allbrd 
tfp|>ortunitiea foT the emif&ries of Infi* 
Idefity and Sedition^ to tm the feeds of 
^eir petniciou» ]»iiiofptei in^theminda 
of the vifing genemtion, ii^hich^ may 
ilereafter lead to4h^ fl(bv«efion <)f thi 

* In my fixs^er Aidxdk to La4ies« 

goverament 
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government in Churehl asidiStatev^sf 
they are ^nt6y in.^thfef^bta^Df! SObr 
tarifts; thai: vaft .ninuber^ of^tl^Qfif wlui 
h»v^ been, brougbl^tuf^^in .iSkeml ha^> 
become fanatical Teachera^havcdedinccI 
themfdveb qualified tor b9ld, * d^fpdta- 
lions on i^lig^ous* t9pi6i1ri ^^rhaiie 
turned l^ifidels and i^aSrchiih^^M^ho 
are fpreading. a ^i^^ftQSiiigbftu^nef 
through tl»ena^af?4)jf^ftQcofliin«!^ 

To Qpndemii i^Inliitatipn a».ia l^d 
one, becaufe it thay '^be ^ n^^ i i^^en 
yjent to bad purpofes ia furely; jw^esir 
fanable^ ^ according tq tim p^ipcipj^^ 
every /SiPMe ^^»<««:e^^ f^ 
gion from the beginning of the world 
to the prefiSul fiixie tj^omld.conoie juntder 
condemnation; fi^ci^ ^sich in its turp^ 
liasrbeiu abtMftd rtor, purpofep dm^lj 
cdntraiy tei^ Original dteOgn, for it' 
hfi^:beM'the{iay8Mri^Wc plapt of the 
g!e«aVJin^»y/.<lft IW^kiqi-itft <n4e9t- 
vour to eftablifli his own kingdom in 
the world," by in'eans "of tHe ^3w^i^«ce 

+ ---.nn of 
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df the things belonging to the Kingdom 
of God.. Every fpecies of falfe Reljr 
gion has had its Kites and Ceremo^ 
iiics, its Priefts and Teachers, and 
the great corrupters of the Chriftiart 
Church retained its Holt^Sacramtnti in 
appearance : no wonder then, that thofe 
evil-minded people of the prefent day,, 
who can be regarded in no otlicr light 
than as the Inftruments of Satan, I 
mean thofe, who would deftroy all 
Religion and all focial order, ihould^ 
through the medium of Sunday 
Schools, feek to effeft their wicked 
purpofes ; and if there be in th^ 
khigdom, Schools und^r this denomi- 
nation, in which children are em* 
ployed during the houns of piiblic wor*, 
iJiip, to prevent their going to Church ; 
and in which they «^re taught to de- 
fpife their, proper Paftors, it may be 
fufpefted that tlvjy.are imder thq di-^ 
redlion pi thdfe, whcffe ttefign it is t^^ 
abolilhtlKClttillimir Sfti>b^tJi,^apd pypt-^ 

turn 
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turo the efttblUhed Church, under the 
^)ecious aj^ieafance of trainii^ diil* 
dren m the way of fandity aud hollnefe. 
Bust this very abufe of the Inftitution 
fiirniihes arguoieatis in its favour, by 
ihewing, that it is weU calculated todif^ 
iufe knowledge abundantly, and at an 
eafy expence, and that there are no in^ 
furmountable difficultie? in the way of ^ 
thofe who are difpofed to coUe6); tlia 
children of the Poor tc^ether, for the 
purpc^ of giving them infhiiftion. And 
^n ChrifHans (land by idle and un« 
^OBcehiai fpedatorSy whilft the enemy 
feizes upon the lambs of the fiock, anci 
makes a? prey af them ? No, let them 
rather ufe their utiiioft vigilance and 
exertion to defeat their nefarious de^ 
figns; and to refcue thofe who have 
unhappily fallen into their hands! But 
wKilft we are endeavouring to preferve 
' the riiSng ^;^eration of Poor, from the 
"^mveigUng arts of Infidels and Sediti- 
oni&B^ Idt us be careful sot to eaft 

an 
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an imlifcriminate cenfure upon all Sun- 
day Schools, which are not under the 
ioyiaediate patronage of Members of 
the EftabU&ed Church. Numbera of 
thefe Schools have been inftituted by 
D^enters of different perfuations ; and 
it would furely be very illiberal to con- 
clude^ that they were all eftablilhetl for 
the purpofe of perverting the minds^ 
of the children ; on the contrary, it 
idll be found upon examination, that 
in many of thefe Schools, the dire6loi!lf 
of them confine their iiiftradions ta 
the chBdren of their refpe^ive congie^ 
gations; and to thofe general ptmci* 
pies of Religion and Morality, in whicltf 
Difkntevs agree with the Memfaeit^or 
the Church of England ; or if any ch9» 
dren, whoie parent& aie of die VJb^ 
bUihment are admitted, it is only h^ 
(aufe there is no other Sunday Sehoot 
in the Pariflifor tlieir receptioii— TiM| 
atleaft, I cslti hy from my mm kiioiN 
Jedge, that fome DiOenteiaaie icady to 
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join cordially with the Members of the 
Church in this good work; for the 
Fund of thofe Schools which are under 
my immediate management, owed much 
of its fupport for feveral years to the 
zeal of a wt)rthy deceafed Minifter, and 
the liberality of a Congr^ation of Pro- 
teftant Diifenters in this Pariih; and it 
ftill continues to receive Annual Sub- 
fcriptions from fome of its refpe6lablc 
Members, though they are removed 
from the neighbourhood, I fliould alfo 
add, that d^tring the friendly connec- 
tion which fubfided, the children of 
Diffenting Parents, who were amongft 
the Scholars^ conftantly went with 
^efh th a Chat)el belonging to the Pa^ 
rWi Churdi ; nor were any Diflenters 
bdoks v^fecl, except that admimble 
Ti4^;whk;h'isuni^^edally adopted, Dr. 
Waits^^^pkim Son^sfor Childrm, and 
If^^A Catechifin, though the Daugh- 
ters of my much refpefted friend were 
. >«anilaiKt Vi&ors. 
/i*ii By 
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' By^jiroduciin^ this iniffiaii'ce, I would 
not be uAderftood, as wifliihg to re- 
commend' fucfa a union amongft per- 
fons of different peHuafions in die ma- 
nagement of Sunday Schools^ as fliould 
lead to a confufion of principles among 
the Scholars, and occafion their being 
takeii* alternately to different places of 
worfelp ; on the contrary, in thelfe ddn^ 
germs times, I would ftrong^y urge/ 
that in Pkfiflies,' where part of theintiaJ 
bitants are' of the Church; and parr 
Proteft'ant Diffenters, the tekdiinglf? 
Sunday Schools be kejjt feparatfe,*''evetf 
where the SubTcribers kgred in tHe fun> 
damentaitlo6h'ibes'of<ihiMfettlty;'tTiat^ 
the children may 6ybr^|h^<ip'^/i^i 
Hed op'mMs ; ' for the liccidinniodatloh^ 
and-conceffibns Whtcfi ttafy'<l!i'necyf--* 
fary 6rib^h Mtii^m^^mSf^S^^ 
the geheHl toa-in'-VKwi^^i HmhS^^ 
are brotigh'tujp* in a 'ffete W'mdetijtbhr^ 
not hdxm^ t,^}iei^WgidlBe^ 
to look to, will be eafily induced Ho? 

'-' ' ' * '^ ^ tun 
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nra from one place of worfliip to aao- 
ther^ after every teacher who ihall pro^ 
feis to preach the GoipeL That there 
are at this time many Sunday Schools 
liipported by Schifimtks^ who zxp; 
avowed enemies to the £ilabl}ihment^, 
muft he allowed, and that the chikireu 
kiflruAed in them are Hkely t^ imbibe 
erran^us principles and pcejudicea 
againft the Members of the Churchy 
pattieularly its Miniilers, is — a melan* 
^oly truth, which I fhallnotattemptto 
fontroiwrt— Butof tbitii, lam confident,- 
that in piaoes where Sunday Schools are 
«ealoufly andpradeotly copduded, upoix 
• PImi, iawpcahle to tlie Intereijts of 
Ifae C3iipicli| attemplt are ieldona n^ade 
bySe£)ariftitoellabliih them: and we 
Ikave «vciy lealbii to think, that tboie 
tlft» we fi» induftriow in the.appltca* 
^km of this Inftitation ; to the propaga- 
tkm id diev SMt tenetSy would find 
Means to ^%icad ||i€ir4oftrines with« 
9ut it 

Whatever 
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Whatever blame may attach to the 
methodijiicul teachers of Sunday Schools 
ioxfalfe interpretation^ they can fcarce- 
ly be fufpefted of infiru6ling children 
to doubt the divine authority of the 
Scriptures, or to prefer books of infide- 
lity to their Bibles; for it is one of 
their fundamental principles to depre- 
ciate human reqfon in matters of reli- 
gious opinion, and they refer to the 
Bible for the fuppofed proofs of their 
peculiar dodrines. But let me not be 
fufpefted as favouring thefe fchools; 
on the contrary I do moil finceidy la- 
ment the increafe of them; but this 
very cii:cum(lance fliews that the infti- 
tutipn is capable of being applied to 
the beft purpofes ; for it woUlcl be as 
eafy, by means of Sunday Schools, to ] 
make early impreflions in lavoUr of the 
Church and its Minifters, as it hks been '' 
found to-excite prejudices againft tTiem. '' 
Neither are Sunday Sch6ols tiniverfally' 
adopted by feQ;aries who'go under the 

VOL. X. H general 
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general denomination of Methodi/ls^ 
for thofe itinerants who maintain the 
doftrines of ahfolute prtdejiinatmi do 
not inftruft their children in fchools, 
they take them to their meetings, and 
let them hear readings, and converia- 
tions at home, but they profefledly leave 
them to be calltd of God if they are 
among the number of the ded;^ or to 
periih eternally if they are not. And 
this defcription of itinerants I conceive 
to be the moft numerous and prevail- 
ing of j|,ny of the prefent day, and the 
moft to be guarded againft ; becaufe, 
however fmcere their zeal maybe, their 
principles are certainly erroneous, and 
admit of great latitude in the praftice 
of immorality; for one of their leading 
doftrincs is, that there is no falling off 
from grace, and that confequently no 
fm is imputable to the perfon who has 
had the Call; therefore, fliould fuch 
a one, through the infinuation of evil- 
minded men, take up revolutionary 

principles, 
2 
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principles, he would become an enemy 
to the ftate. At the beft, perfons of this 
perfuafion are the declared enemies of 
the clergy, but it would be doing them 
inju&ice to accufe this defcription of 
ie^arifts of making a bad ufe of Sun- 
day Schools, fince, as I obferved be- 
fore, they are not amongft the profef- 
fed friends of tiie inftitution. 

I was one applied to by an Anabap- 
tift ' fchool-mafter to procure him a 
fchool : on my enquiring intx) the caufe 
of his having loft a day fchool which I 
knew he had kept, he told me frankly, 
that he believed the true caufe was that 
he would not teach his boys theChurch 
Caiecfiifm. He faid, that in compli* 
ance with the particular requcft offome 
pf the parents he had attempted to do 
foy but that finding the Catechifm a 
compofition of Lies from beginning to 
end, his confcience would not fuffer 
liim to perfevere : l>e then proceeded 
to the abufe of the church, and invec- 
H 2 tives 
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tives againfi its minifters, and emled 
with denouncing the judgments of hea- 
ven againfi me, for being inftruinental 
to the propagation of falfe dodrines. 
I produce this inflance, merely to ihew 
that no perfon ought to be permitted 
to open a fchool without a IkencCy and 
what caution ought to be ufed in the 
examination of thefe teachers of the 
common people, before a licence is 
granted* 

That infidel feditionifts have cayfed 
many perfons who could read and write 
to mifapply their talents, by making 
them Secretaries and Correfponding 
Members^ Sec. of Secret Societies, muft 
be acknowledged. But what reafon 
can be given for laying this to the 
charge of Sunday Schools, fince writing 
is feldom taught in thefe fchools ? 



-*&* 



♦ See in the Appendix an extraft from a cfrcular 
Letter, fent by the Society for Promoting Chrif- 
tian Knowledge, 

And 
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And thofe mifguided perfons wlio have 
been made the tools of fedition and re* 
hellion were much more likely to be 
found amongft thofe of a degree above 
Sunday Scholars^ who ufually receive 
their education at the expence of their 
parents in Day Schools from teachers, 
whofe principles, it is to be feared, are 
too often greatly corrupted- But in 
Sunday Schools the matters and miftref- 
fes teach by a' pre/criierf method] and 
vhen vifitors attend, the teachers have 
not the opportunity of giving improper 
inftru6lion. From the virulence w'hich 
is expreifedby many people againftthefe 
inftitutions, it feems as if they thought 
that an emancipation from ignorance 
was a certain means of corruption ; 
and that the poor of Great Britain were 
before, the cftablifliment of them, totally 
unacquainted with letters. But it is 
fufficient to recal to mind the ftale of * 
the lower orders in Ireland, when they 
were drawn into the late rebellion, to 
H 3 prove 
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prove that ignorance is not neceflary 
to fecure the ftate from the attempts of 
its enemies to overturn it Neither 
can it be eflential to the interefts of 
true Chriftianity to withhold from the 
common people the means of being in- 
ftrucicd in the truth, becaufe thofe 
means may be applied to the propaga- 
tion of error. 

But it has been faid that the origi- 
nal patrons of Sunday Schools had in- 
tentions inimical tb the interefts of the 
government in church and ftate in the 
eftabliihment of them. This fuppofi- 
tion, I muft be allowed to fay, is both 
cruel and unjuft ; the objeft of the firft 
worthy and refpeftable projeftor of thefe 
fchools was profeffedly to check tkepro^ 
grefs of irreligion and vice ; and had all 
the friends of our happy conftitution, 
who have influence over the lower or- 
ders of people, given their fanftion and 
fuppdrt to the plan with but a fmall 
proportion of that zeal and affiduity of 

which 
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which he fet the example, a very ftrik- 
ing reformation would long before this 
time have been produced in the morals 
of the people ; and the defigns of in- 
fidels and fe^larifts, as far as they relate 
to the children of the poor, would have 
been fuperfeded. For my own part, hav- 
ing witneffed the happy fruits of it, I 
ihall ever regard the inflitution as a 
mean pointed out by a particular Pro- 
vidence at a mod critical conjundure ; 
for counterading the endeavours of in- 
fidels and feditionifls to corrupt the pub- 
lic mind. Wherever the experiment 
has been fairly made, wherever the de- 
fire of the children to learn has been 
feconded by a willingneis in their fupe- 
riors to teach them, Sunday Schools 
have been fuccefsful to an almoft mi- 
raculous degree. Such a difpofition to 
receive religious inftruftion has fhewed 
itfelf as gives a lively idea of that blef- 
fed time, when multitudes were daily 
added to the church. 

h4 It 
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It is very poffible that fanatical 
teachers may have encreafed of late 
years, but this furely cannot with jiil^ 
tice be imputed to Sunday SckoolSy for 
the age of the majority of thefe teachers 
proves, that they rauft have received 
their education before Sunday Schools 
were thought of; and the young mi- 
nifters of the gofpel of feventeen and 
eighteen, who are the pride and the 
boaft of their fefts, were their hiftory 
to be traced individually, would moft 
probably appear to have derived their 
fcanty knowledge of letters from other 
fources ; and to have been encouraged 
to affume the office of teachers by an 
organized corifederafion which is fuf- 
peftcd to have fpread throughout the 
kingdom *. This cannot be attributed 

to 

• Of this organizecf confederation I know no- 
thing but by report, but it feems to me very pro- 
bable that a fociety, which holds its meetings in 
a court near FUct^ftreet, in London^ and call^ itfeff 

The 
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to an ittftitution which was planned 
for better purpofe, but to the abufe of 
it 

I know it has been faid, that chil- 
dren 

The Itinerant Society , is a part of it. The profeffed 
defign of this aflbciation is to eftablilh Sunday 
Schools in every parifh within ten miles of the mc- 
tropolis^ where they can gain a footing, and its 
agents have aftually done fo in fome parifhes 
within my knowledge ; in which the hours of 
teaching are fo contrived, as to occupy the time of 
divine fcrvice in the neighbouring parilh churches. 
The affiduous attention paid by the teachers ih 
thefe fchools to the fcholars, together with the 
gifts of clothing, and money which they beftow^ 
win the hearts of both children and parents, and 
difpofe them to receive with readinefs any leffons 
thefe pretended friends may "chufe to' give them. 
This fociety alfo profeffcs to bring forward, as 
preachers of the go/pel^ whoever fliall appear to thofe 
who. are appointed to examine them, to be in- 
f{ured with the gift of teaching* It alfo offert 
comfort and relief to the poor in times of fick- 
nefs. Whatever thefe people may infmuate againft 
the Church and its miniftersj muft doubtlefs have i 
H 5 ytty 
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drcn would be taught too much at- 
fome Sunday Schools. That the fiiil 
principles of belief are fliort and fimple, 
and fuch as every peafant might know 
if he pleofed, notwithftanding his ina- 
bility to read and write ; fuch as every 
villager might hear on the Sabbath Day 
repeated by his minifter,— That ** a 
poor man's creed need not be very long 
— and that if once religion were taught 
,to the common i^^o^Xq fyjiematically^ 

tery powerful effe^ upon the minds of the igno* 
rant ; and it is much to be lamented that no law 
exifts for preventing the obtaining of" licences for 
fchook of this defcription ; and that the proper 
eftabliflk^Mnt of SwtJij^ Schools^ upon a right foun« 
dationf does QOt in, every parilh obviate the plau- 
fible pretenfions of thefe itinerants. Yet thefe 
ichoolsj as fsur as I 491 able ta judgej are innocent 
in comparifon of namf others that fubfift in tha 
kingdom, a^ appeaOifrom the laft admirable diarge 
of a learned prelate, wliom the enemies of the in. 
ftitutioQ had triiuaf^ntly, but unjuftlyj numbered 
amongft their fupporters. 

they 



d by Google 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 155 

they would neceffarily begin to reafon 
upon the fubje6l; and that (fince they 
anight as. well be formed into ariftocra- 
tic naetaphyficians as philofophic Chrif- 
tians) their reafoning would only ferve 
•to perplex their minds and lead them 
oiF from their purfuits and occupa- 
tions." 

But it fliould be remembered that 
ibr a confiderable time previous to the 
efiabliOiment of Sunday Schools^ the 
enemies of Chriftianity, the phllofophifis 
of the age, had been talking loudly of 
enlightening the peopky and attempts 
had been made by their cmiflaries to 
corrupt the minds of the lower or- 
ders by means of cheap publications^ 
which many of the poor were able 
to read, and all capable of hearing; 
4nd that fanatics at the fame time were 
directing the attention of the common 
people to the moft myfterious parts 
of Scripture; and teaching them to 
-put falfe interpretations upon them. It 
h6 was 
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was therefore become highly requifitc 
hat the children of the poor ihould be 
taught the true d.oftrines of Chrifti- 
anity iyftematically, that they might 
be well guarded againft other fyftems, 
which they would rnoft likely be tempt- 
ed to adopt And this may be done 
without leading them into contraverfy^ 
by taking care that the heart and mind 
are engaged on the fide of truths before 
the doftrines of error are propofed. It 
is one thing to fhew to the ignorant 
that truths are actually revealed inScrip-^ 
lure, which without divine revelation, 
tnuft have been for ever hidden from 
the human mind ; and another, to at- 
tempt to explain the nature of tliefe 
truths ; the firft may be made as evi- 
dent to the unlearned, as to the moft 
trofound phUqfopker; the other is be- 
yond the comprehenfion of the moft 
enlarged capacity. 

At the beginning of the Reforms 
pion^ when the common people in ge- 
neral 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 157 

Tieral had a due regard for the Scrip- 
tures, and a habit of going to church 
prevailed in the nation, a more limited 
plan of inftrudion for the children of 
the poor might fuffice; but it is no 
longer confiftent with the interefts of 
the Eftabliihed Church to confine the 
religious knowledge of the commoa 
people to a mere fummary of the firft 
principles of Chriftianity ; or even to 
, the ni'ore liberal fyftem which is followed 
in Charity Schools ; for alas ! neither 
the inhabitants'of cities and towns, nor 
Villagers in ge&ral, attend as formerly 
their parochial minifter, to hear his in- 
ftru^iion in the Church; they are either 
profaning the Sabbath Day, without 
any thoughts of religion ; or following 
itinerant preachers. Nor can I con- 
ceive that there fliould be any difference 
betwixt the Creed of the rich man and 
the poor man. Thofe excellent Creeds, 
in which our church calls upon all its 
members to join, relate to the common 

falva* 
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falvation; when, therefore, attempts arc 
made to corrupt the common faiths 
means fhould be employed to fix this 
faith firmly in the minds of all\ and 
that this is the cafe at prefent, cann<)t 
be difputed. It is impoffible that the 
children of the common people, living 
amongft their friends and neighbours, 
ihould be kept from hearing the difcu& 
fion of qi^eflion^ of a fpeculative na- 
ture, whilft enthufiqfts on the one hand, 
and infidels on the other, are continu«- 
ally agitating fuch queftions. 

But we are told, ** That parents will 
make every improvement of their chil- 
dren in reading and Chriflian know- 
ledge, fubfervicnt to their own wicked 
defigns, and will put bad books into 
their hands, of which the children, 
having been taught to think upon re- 
ligious fubjeds, will make an ill ufe; 
and that their thoughts will be eafily 
guided into the channels of doubt and 
perplexity." 

The 
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The merely learning to read, is cer- 
tainly a fecondary confideration, in 
comparifon with Religious InftruQionj 
which according to the iyftem I have 
attempted to compofe, may be received 
by the totally illiterate through the ear; 
but it is furely illiberal to deny the 
Poor the advantages of the former, ia 
an age, when literature is fo generally 
cultivated in the ranks above them. 
But I am myfelf no advocate for teach^ 
m^ writing in Sunday Schools ; at bed, 
it diverts the attention from higher ob- 
jefts ; and if the children have the prin- 
ciples of Religion explained to them 
in the way I pcopofe, there will not be 
time for it. 

It is farther objefted to Sunday 
Schools, that inftead of promoting the 
pradice of Chriftian virtues, and im- 
proving the morals of the people, they 
are likely to make Hypocrites of them ; 
but provided the Children are properly 
enabled to digeft it, there will be very 

little 
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little danger I prefume of their " con^ 
va^ting the xvhokfome food of the Gof- 
pel into poijbn.'' Very poffibly, in the 
prefent depraved ftate of the common 
people, fome parents who fend then* 
Children to Sunday Schools, may put 
them upon diflioneft praftices rn the 
week days, but they ^11 fcarcely do it 
the more for their going to School. It 
IS one material point gained, to keep 
thefc young creatures from prophaning, 
the Sabbath ; and why ihould it be 
thought, that inftruftions exprefsly cal- 
culated to make them fear, love, and 
obey God, and do unto all men as they 
would have all me'n do unto them, 
ihould lead them into the crime of Hy- 
pocrify ? Let us rather indulge the 
hope, that the Grace of God will dif- 
pofe the minds of the poor Children 
for the reception of divine truths, and 
the practice of Chriftian Virtues, fo» 
that the}' may profit by what thoy 

leaia, 
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learn, and ferve God with fincerity and 
truth all their days. 

Another objeftion which I have heard 
made to Sunday Schools is, that they 
lay too great a reftraiut upon Chil- 
dren, and abridge their liberty — On 
the contrary, to many a poor Girl, 
the going to a Sunday School, is the 
means of her enjoying an interval of 
comfort flie etherwife would not expe- 
rience. Thofe who ftay at hoine fre- 
quently find Sunday, fo far from a -day 
of reft, that it is the moft uncomfort- 
able day in the week : added to the fa- 
tigue of nurfing a fretful humouifome 
child, a girl has, perhaps, the ill na- 
ture of a morofe father ttf endtiire ; 
who, finding the expence of his family 
a reftraint on his exti-avagance, inftead 
of rejoicing in hi& children, murmurs 
and repines at the burden of them, 
deals out blows inftead of bleffings, and 
quarrels with his wife, fo that all is dif- 
cord and conftifion ; or perhaps, the 

poor 
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poor girl has a fcolding, drunken Mo- 
ther, whofc tongue is a perpetual 
fcourge. In other families, where dif- 
cafe or misfortune have made their 
cruel devailations, a girl fees nothing 
but diftrefs from day to day, and every 
thing confpires to render home a fcenc 
of mifery; <he goes to a Sunday School^ 
and is told of a world ^^ where all tears 
Jhall be wiped from all eyes^ where 
there are plea fares for eoermore^^^ a 
world of everlafiing blifi| into which 
the podreft wretch on earth may find 
admiffion : her heart rejoices at the 
glad tidings, and ihe longs for the re- 
turn of Sunday, ,that ihe may hear 
more of this blefied place. 

But even fuppofing that all is har- 
mony at home, which is too feldom tlie 
cafe: and allowing, that a girl enjoys in 
her parents' houfe every comfort that a 
ftate of poverty affords, flie will yet be 
defirous of going to a Sunday School, 
where flie may enjoy the delighi^ of be- 
ing 
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ing noticed by her fuperiors, and ob- 
tain a fhare in the fruits of their bene- 
yolence. The younger children alfo, 
often find a Sunday School more com- 
fortable to them than their own mi- 
ferable homes. Thefe to be fure arc 
inferior confiderations, but if the chil- 
dren are once colle6ted, they may hp 
induced to attend afterwards from bet>- 
ter motives. 

I will not deny that Sunday Schooli 
often lay reftraints upon Boy$^ which» 
tfaofe who have been neglected in their 
hifkncy, may wiih to efcape. But it 
cannot furely be iaid^ that it is better 
for themielves, or for Society, that i3oys 
ihould be left at liberty to ramble 
about in the fields, doing all kinds of 
mifchief, or playing at idle fports on 
the Sabbath Day, inilead of coUe6ling 
them together to teach them their 
duty, and lead them into good habitsw 

I cannot help producing an iuftance 
or two which feU under my own obfer- 

vation, 
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vation, Avhen Sunday Schools were firil 
evened in Brentford; there was amongft 
the Candidates^ for admiffion, a girl, 
about eight j^ars old, who lived a fe\r 
yards only out of the diftrifts^ of the 
Parifli, and who, on account of non- 
refidence, was rejefted: thi» child re- 
ceived a denial with vifible diftrefe, and 
when Sunday arrived, Ihc came to the 
place where the Sunday School was 
kept, and feated herfelf quietly on the 
Hairs, Uftening with great attention to 
the inftruftions in the School, which, 
as the door was open, fhe could hear. 
When the Scholars went to Church, 
Ihe followed at a little diftance, and 
flood as near them as poflible; without 
intruding into tlie party; and this 
praftice Ihe continued for five or fix 
Sundays, till the Vifitors could no 
longer deny her admittance, and flic 
was afterwards a very orderly Scholar 

A little boy, whofe mother had 
rudely faid, *' flie could inftru6t him 

herfelf^ 
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lei-felf, aiid did not chufe to have her 
child ihut up from his recreations on a . 
Sunday/' ran. away from her, and 
came of his own accord to entreat for 
admiflion : it was thought wrong to 
encourage any a6l of diibbedience to 
Parents, and he was fent home bathed 
in tears: another Sunday arrived, when, 
inftead of paffing it in fports, he gave 
himfelf up to grief for the di&ppoint-* 
ment ; he followed the other boys as 
- they paiTed the houfe, with his eyes 
and heart, and by the fucceeding Sun- 
day overcame the pride of his Mo- 
ther, who condu^d him to the School 
herfelf, begged pardon for her imper- 
tinence ; and the child was receiyed to 
his great joy and fatisfaSion. Indeed, 
I well remember, that the children fo 
far from fliewing an unwillingnefs to 
go to the Schools, • crowded together 
in troops, fupplicating for admittance ; 
promifing to behave well, which pro- 
mife, allowing for their former extreme 

ignorance, 
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ignorance, they in general fulfilled ; 
and not a year has paffed fihce the 
Schools opened, in which a number of 
children have not been received with, 
their own perfefl; good will. I men- 
tion thefe inftances merely to fliew, 
that Sunday Schools do not tend to de* 
prive poor Children of the hleffing of 
the Sabbath, on the contrary, they 
n^ay be reg'arded, as a happy mean 
of imparting pleafure and comfort to 
many young creatures, wlrofe lot it is 
to endure a variety of wretchednefs, in 
their tender years, whilft others of their 
age, furnifhed with every accommoda- 
tion which affluence. affords, pafs their 
childhood in cheerfulnefe, cafe, and 
' plenty. But it muft be acknowledged, 
that unlefs vifited by perfons of fuperior 
rank in life to the Mafters and Mif- 
treffes, Sunday Schools feldom anfwer 
their propofed ends. Something out d^ 
the common way is neceflary with 
many parents to induce them to fend 

their 
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their children ; and many children want 
the excitement of the notice of their 
fuperiors, to prevail on them to give 
up the liberty of rambling about, and 
playing on the Sabbath Day. 

I am very fenfible, that Sunday 
Schools have failed in many places 
where they have been inftituted ; but, 
I have not a doubt, it would be found 
On enquiry, that in thefe inftances, tlie 
experiment has not been fairly made ; 
the children have not received clue en- 
couragement, nor have the Schools been 
vifited by the Patrons of them. 

Convinced as I am of the great uti- 
lity of Schools of Induftryy I rejoice, 
whenever I find this mode ^f Charity 
recommended as an objeft of National 
concern by able writers ; but if the pro- 
grefi of Sunday Schools is to be re- 
tarded, till they can be built upon the 
foundation of Schools oflndujiry^ much 
time will neceifarily be loft, and many 
a poor child; abaixdoxxed to the influ- 
ence 
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ence of bad example, will be brought 
up in habits of vice and profligacy ; 
for the expences of the Schools of In- 
diiftrtfy fo greatly exceed thofe of Sun- 
day Schools^ that it cannot reafonably 
be expe6lqd, that th6 former will be 
-univerfally' eftabliihed, till Parochial 
aid can be obtained by the general ap- 
plication of pait of the money raifed by 
the Parifli Rates to tlie purpofe of em-? 
ploying the Poor; but, in the mean 
time, every Village may have its Sun- 
day School; and, I will venture to fay, 
that, Children accuftomed to regular 
attendance at School and at Church, 
on the Sabbath Day, will be much more 
eafily brought into habits of induftry 
and cleanlinefs afterAvards, than thofe, 
who, till a School of Indujiry can be 
eftabliihed for them, are left to fpend 
the fevai days of the week in idlenefe 
and dirt: and it frequently happens, 
that Sunday Schools lead to the efta- 
bliihing a School of Indujiry with the 

overplus 
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overplus of the Fund, when the Sub* 
fcription has been liberal ; but from ail 
the obfervations I have had the oppor- 
tunity (^ making,, I do not think it fo 
likely, that Schooh of Indu/iyy fliould 
produce Sundfiy SckooU^ neither can I 
conceive^ as some writers fuppofe, that 
-M habit i>f Iftdu/hy^ has a natural ten* 
dency to produce the Religious Prind^ 
pie, for if this were tlie cafe, we fliould 
not fee fo many induftrious people ia 
the various walks of life, from the opu* 
lent merchant to the lowed mechanic 
and labourer, giving up their thoughts 
entirely to the profits, of their worldly 
occupations, to the utter negleftof Re* 
ligion : but on the contrary, it is the 
natural effeft of the Religious Princi* 
pie, to produce and ftrengthen every 
virtue; nor can Induftry itfelf be 
deemed a virtue, unlefs it is praftifed as 
a duty. 

If we call to mind the words of 
our bleffed Saviour, *^ Skek yejirji tht 

VOL* T. I kingdom 
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Kingdom of Gody and his Righteoiifnefs^ 
and all thefe things Jhall ht added unto 
you,' we fhall no longer be at a lofs 
to determine which fliould have the 
preference, the temporal or the Jpiritual 
concerns of the poor. 

I Ihould now proceed to defcribe the 
means which are ufually employed ia 
cftabliftiing a Sunday School, but am- 
ple information on the fubje6l will be 
found in the Appendix ; I fliall there- 
fore, (fuppofing the previous arrange- 
ments to be made) entreat fuch Ladies 
as fliall honour thefe pages with a pe- 
rufal, to accompany me, in imagination, 
firft to the parents houfes, and after- 
wards to the fchool-roomy into which 
the female fcholars are to be admitted 
for the firft time, leaving the boys to 
the gentlemen vifitors. 

Previous to the day of admifliion, we 
may fuppofe every notable mother for 
a week at leaft, bufily employed at 
every leifure hotir (and probably in 

fome 
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fome of thofe hours which are greatly 
wanted for repofe) either in repairing 
old apparel, or in making new for her 
children, as circumftances will admit ; 
one perhaps cutting up a gown or pet- 
ticoat of her own, which flie has no 
hope of replacing; another having none 
that ihe can poflibly fpare, ftriving in 
vain to make her little ones as fmait as 
her neighbours, by mending their tat- 
tered garments ; another giving up the 
point in defpair, from her ignorance of 
that moft ufeful feminine art, which 
enables many of her own humble ranfc 
to make a neat appearance with their 
families, at a trifling expence. 

At length the day arrives that is to 
bring the before neglected children into 
the prefence of their fuperiors, for the 
purpofe of inllruftion. They are clean- 
ed anddreffed with unufual neatnefs, iu 
clothing, purchafed perhaps, with the 
hard-earned wages of the father,. ^nd 
prepared by the fatiguing exertions of 
I 2 the 



d by Google 



172 OECONOMY OF ^HARITY, 

the mother. But the eyes of the pa- 
feixts gltften with delight at the im- 
proved appearance of their little ones, 
V^ho are difiniifed with a kifi of aifec^ 
tion, and a ftrift injunftion **to be 
^good^ and to behave prettily to the 
Ladies.** If religion is not a ftranger 
to the parent* hearts, a thanklgiving 
to Almighty God, for granting the 
3fneans^ of inftruftion to their beloved 
cdBTspring, whom they are not themfelves 
capable of teaching, is offered up toge- 
ther, winii an earned prayer that the 
divine bleffing may attend the inftitu- 
tion, and profper the defigns of their 
new benefadors. 

The children proceed towards the 
fchool ; fome of thofe who are the beji 
drejfedj or who can read their book, ad- 
vance with alacrity, proud of thefe little 
di{lin6l.ions ; whilft others ihrink back 
from ihame-faced timidity ; and a few, 
perhaps, niih forward in a bold and 
rude manx^r, having been accuflomed 
S to 
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fo behave with infolcnce to their fupe-' 
riors. 

At lengJth by the perfuafions of their 
€anr)panions> or led ty the hands of 
their raotheps of elder filters, they all 
*t length arrive at the place of deftina--- 
tion. They enter a neat apartment, 
where a good fire promifes to* cheri/li 
and warm them ;. and they find affem-- 
bled to receive them, the Ladies of the 
pariih to whom they have never before 
lleenen^onraged talook up for notice,> 
who, on their dropping a curtefy, ad- 
drefe the little fl;rangers in the language 
of kind compaffion^ which kindles in- 
tlieir little hearts fentiments of delight 
unknown, before^— the earneft^ of futiiro 
Gomfortsi 

The teacher being feated in her al* 
lotted: ftation, each vifitor takes fome' 
of the children to examine, in order 
to clafs them according to their refpec- 
tive proficiency in reading, and they 
ace feated accordingly. The fchool ia 
I 3 now 
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now organized, but on the names of the 
children being ^called over, they fail 
fhortofthe number of admiffion tickets 
diftributed. How can this be ? It oc- 
curs to mind, that fome neat decent pa- 
rents are too poor to be able to make 
their children fit to appear — that others 
are too idle to take the pains to do it : 
even of the children prefent many are 
wretchedly clad, and it may be long 
before their parents will be able to 
clothe them better. It would be a dif- 
grace to humanity to profefs kindnefe 
to^iefe children, and not to do for ' 
them all that can be afforded. Caps 
and tippets made of old doth can at lead 
be provided ; and young Ladies can 
make them. Having thefe things gratis 
will delight the children, and induce 
their parents to keep them fteady to 
the fchool: the young Ladies ^rdknt^ 
therefore refolve, that before the next 
Sunday a fet of caps and tippets Jhail 
be made for the whole fchool. If they 

can- 



d by Google 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 175 

canAot do.all themfelves they will en- 
gage fome of their young friends to 
help them. Amongft the vifitors there 
is poffibly a benevolent governefs of a 
boarding fchool, who comes to give ad- 
vice at the outfet^ though flie cannot 
afterwards give perfonal attendance; and 
ilie ofiei-s to procure the aid of her fcho- 
lars. The tafk, which at firft appeared 
enormous-^ when divided is nothing, — 
it is determined upon, and the next 
Sunday will witnefs its completion. 

Some of the poor children perhaps, 
having idle drunken: mothers, are fo 
very dirty in their appearance, and fo 
rude in their manners, as to be quite 
difgufting. — But Charity is not eajUjf 
offewkd. The vifitors will not fend thefe 
children away, tliey will not forbid their 
coming to the fchool;— they regard them 
with extraordinary pity, and refolve to 
amend their condition, if poffible. Per-* 
haps a mild reproof from a fuperior, 
given to the parent in a feafonable hour, 
1 4 will 
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will fecore her attention. At leaft the 

experiment ftall be tried. 

But amongft the children coUe^d 
together there are ibme, who throngfa 
the vanity of their mothei^ are dreifed 
too fine for a Sunday School. This is 
a harder matter to remedy than the 
other, for who, in thefe days of finery, 
is willing to be deftitute of ornament 
when ornament is to be had, even at 
the expenpe of convenience ? Yet an 
attempt mud be made to correal 
this growing evil. But it muft be done 
with precaution and gentleneis. And 
what a delight will it be to reclaim 
thefe girls from a folly which occafions 
the ruin of many an unhappy female ! 

Each Lady now takes a few children 
to examine in refpe^ to their know-» 
ledge of religion, and upon aiking them 
feme plain queftioiis, it is found that 
even thofe who can read fluently have 
only a confuied notion of the great 
truths of Chriftianityi or of the prac- 
tice 
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tice of its duties, and that manj^ of the 
children are not even ahie to tell who 
made them ; that they are ignorant of 
the great blejfmgaffahation, and have 
heard no more of their Saviour than 
his facred name, and that in profane 
cortverfetion ; and that' they never yet 
entered a church,* or if they have, it has ^ 
only been as ilupid fpe6iators, wonder- 
ing, at all they heanl and faw, but to- 
tally ignorant of the meaning, of dv^- 
Tine worihrip.- 

The bells now chim«, the how is ar^- 
rtved for* taking this little flockj which^ 
Gharity has coHe^ed, into the church, 
to prefent them to their Crkatoe,. Re-- 
beemer; and Sanctifier. Who caa* 
attend inch a folemnityas this without 
the moft devout affeftions of heart ?— - 
ikrely not thofe u'ho ^ have begun the 
charitable work, — No^ the vifitors, as 
in the prefenceof that God whofe ho- 
nour and glopy they have in view, bow 
down before the throne of grace, and 
1 5 fup- 
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fupplicate the divine bleffing, without 
which all their labours will be" ineflfec- 
tual ; they arife from their knees, and 
behold with delighted eyes a number 
of poor children, whom they have en- 
couraged to look up to them for iii- 
ftruftion, how to feek the Pearl of 
GREAT Price, and they refolve toper- 
fevere in the good work they have be- 
gun, in fpite of all difficulties thit may 
arife from the want of capacity in fome 
children, and want of attention in 
others, and to arm tliemfelves with pa- 
tience to endure even ingratitude from 
the parents, for the children's fake *; 

and 

* The ingratitude of the poor is freqoently 
urged as a reafon for not attempting to inftrudl 
their children. But fuppofing that unthankful, 
nefs for favours beftowed is the general character- 
iftic of the lower order of people, (which I an! 
very far from allowing) this ought not tp operate 
to the prejudice of their children, who are the 
immediate objefts of this fpecies of phfri.Q^ ; it 

{bouid 
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and to do all for the glory of God, and 
the good of their fellow-creatures. The 
pious paftor of the flock confirms their 
refolves by bis eameft exhortation from 
the pulpit, and they leave the church 
with the Peace ofGod iw their hearts^ 
the rich re>vard of piety and benevo- 
lence. 

Let us follow the children home. — 
How pleafed are the parents with the 
report they make of the kindnefs of the 
Ladies ! They determine on their part 

(bou]d rather ferre as an additional motive for in- 
ftrudling them. A good education is the mofl 
likely means to prevent the growth of every evil 
principle. And Ihould any children, who have 
been kindly inftrutfted by their fuperiors, prove 
ungrateful to their bcnefaftors, charity will be 
ready to form exciifes for them, rather thanfuffer 
refentment, 'for the offences of individuals, to ex- 
tend itfelf to the innocent. It is not to be ex- 
pelled that all children will feel the full force of 
the obligations conferred upon them, but the ge- 
nerality are very fenfibleof kind treatment. 

1 6 to 
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to endeavour to fecure a continuance 
of it, by keeping their children regU" 
]arly to the fchools. And how is this 
determination firengthened, when, on 
tile Saturday fbtiowtng, the unexpected 
preient of cYi]Br« and tippei$y the firft fruits 
of the promifed harveft of benevolence, 
arrives ! — ^The Sunday returns, the La* 
dies refurae their ftations — ^the children * 
atfemble, and their improved appear^ 
ance excites the mod delighfol fenfa^ 
tions m the hearts of thofe young be^ 
nefaftreffes, who have furnifhed the 
means; they find that their induftry 
has been well employed; they could 
not have thought that fuch trifles would 
have made fuch an alteration in the 
poor children ! they perceive the dawn*- 
ing of affedion and gratitude towards 
themfelves in the brightened counte- 
nances of the little ftrangers 1 — they 
find them not merely willing> but eager 
to be taught by them, and they feel in 
their own hearts a iympathetic good- 
will, 
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iHU,' whidi makes the tafk inviting! 
they engage in it with alacrity, and 
when it is finillied, they difmiis the 
ol^e^ts of tlieif kind attention from 
their pn^ence, but from their remem-^ 
^vmctf they cannot difini(s them ! nor 
do they ck^re it^^No, it ihaU be their 
amufeuient to form plans for their fu- 
ture ben^t. — The School pf Iniujirg is 
talked of—^n hundred kind expedients 
are propofed by the ddei" Ladies, and the 
young Ladies difoover that in this infti* 
tution they can be very ufeftil ; the Dt^ 
School of Indufiry is therefore felbtved 
, upon, and it is (bon found that what 
benevolence plans, ingenuity and in- 
duftry can accomplifli. But before we 
take a view of this intended inftitutionj 
we muft reft a little in the Sunday 
School. 

From the beginning erf* the inftit^ 
tion it has been matter of difpute what 
the chikUen ihould be taught in thefe 
fchools; nay, fome have contended 

that 
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that any kind of inftruftiQn, given in a 
fchool, is a profanation of the Sabb ath, 
but this obje6lbion, I prefume, will be 
done away if the teaching be confined 
to/acred fubjeQs^ and given in the inter- 
vals of public worHiip only* To keep 
children fcom church to be tiiught any 
thing whatever canaot be juilified by 
any arguments, nor ihould the employ* 
ments of a Sunday School be of fvich a 
nature as to draw the mind fvoxafpiri- 
tual objeBs to worldly cmicerm; for 
this reafon I confefs that it does not 
appear -to me to be proper to teach 
writing SLiid accounts in Sunday Schools. 
There is no abfolute neceffity for chil- 
dren of the lower order to learn thefe 
things at all, though it is an aft of 
kinduefs to bellow this learning upon 
them when it can be done confifteatly , 
with purfuits of an higher nature. 
Every town, and moft villages, have 
their fchool-mafters who keep evening 

fchools 
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fchools for tbofe who cannot attend in 
the day-time ; and fuch charitable per- 
fons as wilh to beftow it as a favour 
upon a poor boy or girl, may at the 
expence of half a year's fchooling give 
them a fufficiency of writing and arith- 
metic to anfwer every purpofe of hum- 
ble life. Befides, the defire for thefe 
acquirements is fo general amongft the 
poor, that parents will, for the moft 
part, contrive that their children fliall 
attain them. 

A very little previous infiru£lion 
would be found futiicient to enable a 
boy. or girl, of thirteen or fourteen, to 
improve by themfelves. The pra6tif- 
ing arithmetic on the Sunday fliould be 
ftriftly forbidden, becaufe it may pof- 
fibly lead to the keeping counting-houfe 
books on the Sabbath^ againfl which 
children of every degree fhould be 
warned in the courfe of their education, 
for it certainly is a veiy profane prac- 
tice. 

When' 
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Whenever it is pradicable, a School 
of Induftry fhould be the conftant ap- 
pendage of the Sunday Schooly and the 
Sunday School^ the infeparable compa- 
nion of the School of Indujlry ; and 
when this is happily the cafe, very little 
reading need be taught in the Sunday 
Schooly the children of courfe, will 
lead fome portion of the ScriptureSy or 
the Common Prayer Booky &c. in order 
that the Vifitor may judge of theippro- 
greffive improvement j and thoielvho^ 
can read fluently, may be exercHed a. 
Kttle, in dividing Ibme of the Scripture 
names into fyllables, in the Second Part' 
of the Charity School Spelling Bcok, or. 
in the difficult C/iapters of the Bible,. 
if time will permit ; but it is upon oral* 
inJlruSion^ and catechizing, that de— 
pendance mnft be placed for improve- 
ment in Religious knov/ledge; and- 
this inftruftion, J prefume; may be 
given by means 6f the LeSure Books^ 
before children aje able to- read at all, 

and: 
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and even to thofe, from whom learning 
in every other form is withheld. But I 
truft, the number of perfous who would 
£hut the door of knowledge againil the 
Poor is not great ; for even in early youth 
reading may prove of great advantage 
to both fexes ; in maturer years, it may 
become iliU more ufeful;- aiid indecre-^ 
pid old age^ it may prove an unfpeak«^ 
able comfort In4ced, if childreii are 
not taught how to make a proper uie 
of their talent ojP readings the great ob^ 
je6i: in bellowing it^ill be defeatedL 
Not that I ean «ver be brought to fub* 
icribe to the opinioft, that it would be 
better that cliildren fhould not learn to 
read, under any circumftances, for I 
regard it as a part of the Birthright of 
the Poor as Britons, to read the Bible 
in their native language ; andl efteem 
it the duty of dieit fuperiors to fee, at 
lead, that they are enabled to do it 
Our forefathers thought fo, it is evi- 
dent, or they would not have made 

fuch 
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fuch provHion for their learning, which^ 
in Ibme inftances, was carried too far 
in the efiabliihing to many Granmutr 
Schools; for claffical learning is not 
neceffary for the children of connnon 
mechanics, farmers, and tradefmen^ 
much Icfc for Charity Children. But 
the method, and the quantity of teach* 
ing in Sunday Sckooky muft of courfe 
differ aecording to local circumftances; 
one rule, however, I would recommend, 
which is, that it may be liberal in re-» 
ipeft to Ckriftimn Knowledge. Let us 
remember our Saviour's injuh&ion to 
his firft Difciples, ** Freely ye have re- 
ceveedj freely give,'' that we may be 
difpofed to commnnicsAe without grudg- 
ing* 

In the generality of Sunday Schools, 
the fame method of Ueligious Inftruc* 
tion prevails, as in Charity Schools, * 
and' as it is Umitted to one day in the 

• See page 35^ «nd fe^juel. 

week, 
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week, the acquirements of , the Chil- 
dren muil be proportionably lefi ; and 
even thefe, are too frequently loft in 
the intervals betweeti the Sabbaths, 
if there is no School of Tndujirif for 
them in the week; confequently, af- 
ter great pains beftowed by the 
Teachers, Sunday School Childrien fre- 
quently leave the Schools with a very 
fuperficial knowledge of the principles, 
and duties of Chriftianity. The cafe is 
different where Vifitore attend, efpcci- 
ally thofe of the Sacred Order^ to give 
Religious Inftrudion in an eapianatory 
way- 

If we confider the nature of the In* 
ftruction in Sunday Schools, and com- 
pare it with the ufual mode of education 
in Week Day Schools, we ihall be con- 
vinced, that it can fcarcely be ex- 
pefted to find Majiers and Miftreffes^ 
fully competent to the taflc. But, 
even fuppofing the appointed Teachers 
to be capable of inculcating Divino 

Truths^ 
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Truths, a.^ of expanding thofe niin<fe 
in which reafon is inveloped in many 
a fold of ignorance and error, the fliorti 
Ipace of time allotted for the teaching^ 
a large number of ChiWren, will not 
admit of ' their giving muth Religious 
InftruQion, as the merely teaching the- 
Children to read and fpell, and repeat 
the Catechifm, &c. by heart, will fuffi- 
ciently employ the Matter or Miftrefe^ 
who, without the aflSftance of a fupe- 
rior, would find it very diflficuTt to keep 
thirty or forty children in order, who 
had never been accuftomed to any 
kind of regularity: befides,^ if the^ 
Teachers have paffed the preceding 
week in the laborious and fatiguing 
occupation of keeping Schools^ it ia 
reafonable that the Sunday: bufinefa 
ihould be made as light to them as- 
poffible ; and the aid of Fetors, is a. 
a great encouragement to the Teachers, 
as well as to the Scholars. 

. If 
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If a fufficient number of Ladies agree 

to divide amongft them the taik of 

giving Religious Iniiru&ion, they may 

attend in rotation for a month toge* 

ther, proportioning the number of Vi- 

fitors to the number of clafles, each 

Lady engaging a fubfiitute, in cafe of 

abfence, but it will not be found dxi 

iilcfome taik, I amperfuaded, for one 

Victor to take the entire infiru6lion of - 

a Clafi ; at leaft, I can fay for myfell^ 

that It is fo interefiing an employment 

to me, to inftrufl; my Clafs of twenty 

Children, which I now do at my own 

houfe every Sunday morning, from 

nine till near eleven o'clock *, that I 

feel it a painful difappointment, when 

I am any ways hinilered ; ai^ this will 

-ever be the cafe with thofe, who enter 

heartily into thebufinels. In refpeft to 

the method of Teaching, which after 

♦ The School room bemgrer/ bconvenient, on 
account of the interruption, from the teaching of 
the other Classes^ 

many 
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many experiments I have adopted, it 
will be fufficient to refer to the Appen- 
dix, for a detailed account of the rife 
and progrefs of the Brentford Schools, 
in which every particular is mention- 
ed that has been the objeft of en- 
quiry to me, concerning Sunday Schools 
and Schools of Indujit^, in confequence 
of my firft Addrefs to Ladies upon the 
fubje^l. And it is happily in my power, 
from the communications with which 
I have been favoured from different 
places, to give a variety, of examples, 
suited to different fituations* ; but be- 
fore I quit the fubje6l of SundaySchoolSf 
let me once more earneftly recommend 
to every Lady of the Church of Eng- 
land, who engages in the kind office 
of VyitoVy to a6l in concert with the 
Parochial Minifter, when he attends 
the School ; and to keep the Children 
ftri6My to the Farijh Church at all 

* See tfae Appendix. 

events, 
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events. Alfo to examine into the 
books, which the Children may chance 
to have at home, for there are many " 
publications about in the world, which 
are very unfit for their perufal ; fome 
publiihed with an invidious defign to 
infinuate iaUe opinions; others likely 
to miflead from their injudicious con- 
-ftruftion; amongft the latter, I can- 
not forbear naming a very popular lit- 
tle Work called, '' The Hkroglyphio 
Bible^'' in which an attempt is made^ 
to bi'ing all the great Truths of Di- 
vine revelation, do^vn to the fenfes, 
by nieans of vifible objedls, and ac- 
cordingly the creation ofthejirft Man, 
is reprefented by an ill-drawn human 
figure lying fiat upon the ground^ and a 
diftorted Angel, blowing into his mouth 
the bj^eath of life. I have alfo feen a 
fet of Cards, containing the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
ments in Hieroglyphics, in which, "Al- 
mighty God, the Maker of every 

THING 
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THING IN HeATEI^ AND £aRT2|/' is 

reprefented by a Bajket Maker ^ weaving 
his baikets! and ^^Tr£s jr ASSES A6A£NM 
us/' by a Man (fitting doiwn his neighs 
bourns Gate I thde kind of things be* 
ing attradive to the ^e^ and carrying 
the appearance <^ Religion^ areinconfi? 
derately pbt into the hands of chil-p 
^ren, with a view to fix Religiou3 In* 
ilrufiion in their minds; but when w« 
confideTy that it is by the ej^ociathn of 
ideasj that children acquire their iirft 
knowledge of things, and that early 
impreflions on thein^tnt mind, axe ge- 
nerally lading; we muft fee hownecef- 
iary it is, to fecure childfen as much as 
poilible from forming and receiving 
falfeones. It is no uncommon thing, 
to find Books of a very different ten- 
dency, under the fame title. JVatts's 
Divine Songs for Children^ for inftaoc^ 
is in its original form, per£b&iy agree- 
able to the DoSrine of the Trinity ; 
in, its new drds, it is a Socinian Book^ 

from 
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from which every expreffipn relating 
to the Trinity, the Divinity and 
atonement of Christ, the ej^ijience of 
the Holy Ghost, or the eternity of 
Hell torments is excluded. By cir- 
cumfpection in thefe matters, and fiich 
kind encouragenient as they will have 
power and ability to bellow, Ladies 
may render \Qvy effential fervice to the 
caufe of true Religion, and contribute 
to fupport the Church, which female 
bands fometimes lend their feeble aid 
to undermine and caft down. * 
I Khali now proceed to 

SCHOOLS OF INDUSTRY. 

Thefe Schools are diftinguiihed fiom 
Charity Schools which receive only 
JDay ScholarSy chiefly by their being of 
modern date, and by their always af- 

* Proteftant Diflenters, who believe in all that a 
iTar/iand a Doddridge taught, will aHb fise the pro. 
priety of keeping infidelity and fanatkifm at a dif« 
tance from Schools of every, kisuL 

voIm I. K fording 
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fbrding fome kind of manual employ- 
mcnt 

It would be fiipirfluous in m^, to 
undertake to prove by argument the 
expediency of thefe Schools, Tor even 
the enemies of Sunday Schools acknow- 
fedge their utility, and every reflefting' 
mind muft perceive the proprietjs of 
fetting each idle hand to work ; yet, 
^Jertain it is, that there are in this king- 
dom thoufanda .of idle children, who 
iriight be employed, not only to the 
advantage of the families to which they 
refpeftively belong, but for the lienefit 
of the community *• 

It his been cfilculated, that fuppof- 
Uig England and Wales to contain ten 
thoufand parifhes, and that but ten 
perfons in every parifli, one with ano- 
ther, were by foine method employed 

* * la Holland Children earn their liyiiig at an 
early age^ in varioot w«y$, particularly by toy. 
making, which ferres as an amvJktacnt, as well as 
a profitable employjinent* 

who 
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n4ib vieire^idle before, »tlie irhole nunw 
ter ^ofperibM'fettoi^orkVoiiId thew 
he one ' hmdrtd thoufitnd ; and, if they 
isiolk but 300 dHys i^ d^yeair, and one 
with afioth^ €£lrA Imt a*^ halfpenny « 
day, iDheprodu(J&<>f their labour tfotiM 
at thfc* year> a«d twnoimt to ^S2i50a 
pounds*/'* 

^^ Within the cotirfe of a few ycars^ a 
cdnfideraWe nmi>j>ei' of children have 
beea happily r^fcued. from the dangers 
to which ififei^is expofea every hvunaai 
beii:)gr by, the eft9i:^i|(hing Schools of 
lu^uiiMty in matayipai^ of the Kitig- 
dom \ and wh^^vev they exi^ the be* 
ueiits are evi^fit'^nd iai^portant, b)3^ 
^e good this kind of Jn;fti|btition \% 
calc^idated to produce eatinot be fuUjr 

vW ■ '■ .: » • i^ • ■ ■ 

' • See the Propofal made by the Society for Pro. 

moting 'Chriftian Knowledge to the Tr^ifttes of 
t^harity Schools, (In their aiinual report) for adding 
y^ofk to learning..*-See alfd a t'afliphlet publilhed I 
in 1792 on Day; SchooU o[4iuiMf^^ by Mn 
Thomas Symons. 

K 2 known 
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kno^va ^nd felt, till ^Very PariiJi (has 

its Scffool cf IpakiJirify'S^Vf^^^ ^'^^^ 
a pait of the money coUeSiQjc} by the 
Rates. Jhat this • is prafticahl^, faa^ 
lately been demqnUFiS^ At I^mHtaiVA 
in Kqirty and as I t]iiuk it; will be doing 
good tp focietyj-'tp a9«itribute to the 
publicity of an experiment fo judioi- 
Ottfly and fo fucceisfuliy made, I jbaU 
take the liberty of inferting in the Ap^- 
pendix an account of this School, as 
given in the Reportis of the Society, for 
bettering Ihe^ condition of the Poor. ' 

But according to the common courfe 
of human events^- it will probably re- 
quire Ibme years to bring about a ge** 
neral adoption of this Plan, for there 
are veiy few Pariihes comparatively, in 
which GentlemenL of independent for- 
tune, can be found to enter zealoufly 
into the bufinefs pf making improye- 
ments'in Parochial arrangements, and 
people who have bufinelk of their own 
whix^h demands their attention^ have 

not 
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isot much time to fpare for fuch a pur- 
pofe; and of :thofe who /have leifure, 
few who ferve the office of Overfem of 
tlie Poor, cstn be perfiiaded to goout 
of the beatca tracks or they certainly 
might eftabliih a School of Induftry at 
the charge of the Parifb, under the A6I 
of fiarliament, %?hich requires them to 
appfy a part'^ the dioncy coHefted by 
the Ratof/ to the purpbfe of fetting the 
PooriolVorkj and 4)y doing fo, inilead 
of increafing the cxpenfe of the Pa- 
rift, they would eventually leffen it 
confiderably, as has been proved at 
Lewifliam. - It4S a difgrace to dny Pa- 
rift, to fe§ the Children of the Poor^ 
who are old enough to do any kind <^ 
work, running about the ftre^ts ragged 
and dirty : not that I ever wift to fee 
a Law pais, for obliging all the Poor to 
part with their children, that they may 
be" entirely brought up in Scliools of 
Induftry ; for thefe Schools would be 
detrimental to Society, and deftruftivo 
K 3 of 
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of domeltic comfort^; as tnig^ eafii}^bs 
proved, from * the -dSdSts^ which com4 
monly arife from 'caiDipdUiirg: parents to 
lend thetr chiUreiir Id lihe ffundred 
Houfesy which ^fe ^s(W>)iihtd' vih foirie 
counties. Thefe childntn' ^coiaimonly 
receive more harm tJhtan gooc^ iiy being 
QVxed together Mfitb the men and ivo^ 
men, and this is top macfa'tfae caife ia 
PaM-illAWoi^khotif^c Ikbf Schools 0f 14^ 
tbffiry^ into:iiMi:4<fufih childrcinJis had 
no parents to «cc«iw*ithem, or who 
Wuft of i^ceffity be. 'feparated frcJiw 
theiH) might be admitt^ to lo^^Jfd 
board, (aa in the inj&ancib above-men* 
tioned) would mS:^^t ftvery dcfirahte 
purpofe. ' ' 

It may be fwd, that in many Pa-^ 
rifties there are . large ManufaQories 
which employ all the Children, and 
that in thde places Schools (findu/iry 
citnnot be neceffary ; my dpimoh is to^ 
tally different Thefe ManufaftoKes 
certainly might be rendered very bene- 
ficial 
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ficial to Parilbes at large, as well as tp 
poor families; but it too frequently 
happens, that a facrilice of health and 
nioraU is made an them to pecuniary 
advantages. The Children are crouded 
together in clofe apartment^ without 
feny regard to their improvement, ex- 
cepting in one particular branch of the 
Manufactory, for which probably their 
fize will difqualify them after a few 
years, when they muft give plac^ to 
fmaller children, and tura into the 
world unacquainted with any art, by 
which they may gain a future* liveli* 
liood, and if they are females, ignorant 
even of the ufe of the needle, fo necef- 
dry to he known by every wife and 
mother in the lower ranks of life. 

I cannot indeed think of little chiU 
ilrcn, who work inManufa^ories,.with* 
put the utqioft comn^iiem^iop. It is 
inipoflible, iUrely, to vjew Jhofe counr 
tenances, in which, according to th^ 
tuufi of Ufe^ the rofes of h^aith flioul^ 
K41 lioom^ 
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bloom, pale and foclden — ^thofe limbs 
which fliould be ftraight, robuft and ac- 
tive, flintedin their growth, ordiftorted 
by fitting in one continued pofture ; or 
to hear thofe tongues uttering oaths, 
and other profane language, which 
ihould be taught the words of piety and 
virtue ! / 

Much of the Worlc which is done 
by Children in Manufafiories, might 
undoubtedly be done in rooms appro- 
priated to them, in which, they might 
enjoy the advantages of a School of 
induftry. Wherever it can beeiFefted, 
it would be. a great ad of Charity, to 
Separate poor Children from their cor- 
rupted and corrupting companions; 
but where this cannot be accompliibed 
on the week-day, they may, at leaft, 
have one day of cleanlineis and com- 
fort, and have good principles infufed 
into their minds, by attending a Sun^ 
day Sckoali and the general adoption of 
I)r. Perriar's Advice to the Poor iii 

mafiu-' 
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D^aniufkfhiring towns, would make a 
wonderful difference m their health amd 
growth ; but ithc obfervance of thefe 
rules by -the parents depends greatly 
on the kind enforcement of them by 
their fuperiors * 

But although the efiablifhing Schools 
of Induftry is properly a general paro^ 
chkd objeBy it is not excluiively fo; 
many have been inilituted by the be- 
nevolence of private individuals, either 
attheir own expenfe, or in conjunction 
With others in the neighbourhood ; and 
were the parochial ichools to become 
general, room would Hill be left for the 
exercife of charity in this way, by 
founding fdioob in which a certain 
number of children might be qualified 
for domeiiic lervices, and if thofe in the 

* Thde roles toxf be feand in tlie Reports of 
the Society for betteifaig tbe Condition of tho 
Poorj and in a detached Pamphlet^ ibid by J* 
Hatchard, Piccadilly. 

k5 parochial 
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parochial fchoob were allowed to look 
1^ for admiffion into thefe feleft ones, 
as arevard for diligenoeand good be- 
haviour, the eneouragemeut. would be 
great and powerfoL . . 

Till the happy time arrive, when 
parishes ihall be iiniverfally cmivinced 
of the expediency of colleding thc^ 
children of the poor together for em-^ 
ployment and inftrudicm^ £kA9air ef 
Induftry •fwpported by voluiitary fi*b-» 
fcriptions pd iDCi^efaftfonsy nor by: the 
overplus ^f Sunday School fir bfcriptioBs^' 
fiiay be eftabliihed iwxtl]^ g*?^t advan-f 
tflge .; thefe inftituttons will fnrniih pro- 
per exercife for tike benevolence of La-» 
diesy efpecially thofe for girk, in which 
Ihe einploymenta ' faeiii|f^ entirely foni*' 
nine^ female masr^^ick and infpe&ora 
are peculiarly reqtiifitc. And it is cer- 
tain that the infludnde^of JEiadite wftb 
the other fex, will have' great weight 
in prcfcuring auxiliary aid where the 

means^ 
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means of fupport are wanted. Thefe* 
eftabliihment^ ^i^lll alfo afTord oppor- 
tunities to fuch of our £?x,. aa are in 
any degree above the lower order, to 
fliew their charity, as well as to Ladies 
of fortune. But I will not dwell on 
the means of eilabliihing and fupport^ 
mg Schools of Induftry, thefe will gene- 
sally fuggeft theinfclves to th€ mind in 
whiqh the defire prevails; or they may 
be learnt from the examples of others 
who have led the way ; and it is an 
ttnfpeakable £iti^fadion to me to be able 
to produce examples of fchools at thi* 
time flouriiliing under the judicious 
management of their re%ed;ive patro- 
j^effesv 

Of all the difficulties which attend 
the eftaWifl)ing a . School of Induftry, 
that of providing w:ork for the children, 
efpecially fuch as i^all be produftive of 
pecunimy profit^ is the greateft ; but by 
per/evering enquiry it is fometimes lin- 
rxpefledly obtained. Were parochial 
}sl6 fchoolsi 
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fthools univerfallyeftablilhed, theknifr- 
^Bgj fpinning, weaving, and plain- 
work for the pariih poor would employ 
a great number of young hands, and in 
moft neighbourhoods there are Ladies 
who 43ut out needle-work, and poor 
women w4io Would be glad to have 
tilings made^ and mended for their 
dhildren at an eafy expence, as well as 
fervants who have not time to work for 
therafelves. But it would be charity 
to employ tlie girls upon patch-work *j 
rather than let them grow up to ma- 
turity without being able to work at 
their needle, and learning to mend 
ftoekings \vould be a very ufeful em- 
ployment. Knitting fliould always be^ 
learnt, and taylormgfor Iktle boysmight 
be turned to good account; andmean^ 
might l>e found to get the produce of the 
Ipinning-wtieet msinufa^lured into fome 
ufeful article of clothi»g. As weaving,. 

* See the iiad of patch-work in the Appendix.. 

upon. 
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Upon 2^fmall fcalt at leaft, may be prac- 
ticed by girls, it would be a good thing 
to have fome of them, in each parifli, 
taught to weave, and a fmall loom may 
be bought at an eafy expence. But I 
muft confefs myfelf to be ftill a novice 
in refpeft to manufadory work ; and 
much muft ever depend upon local 
fitualion. 

In Schools of Indufiry^ the bufinefe 
of literary infiruflion may be con trad- 
ed into a narrower compafs than in 
Charity Schools. But whatever may be 
the employment of the children, it will 
furely admit of a little re/?, for the pur- 
pofe of learning to read ; and a clever 
miftreis will eafily contrive to teach 
them ; or if the bufinefe of the work- 
fchool fliould entirely occupy her, or 
fte is not able to teach readings there 
are various other ways by which they 
may be taught At any rate religious^ 
inJiruQion ihould not be omitted, which 
they may receive, by the ear^ and La- 
dies 
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dies charitably difpoTed will furely be 
found to beftow it once in the week ftt 
leaA- IVritmg and acQOunts are BOt,i» 
my efiiniation, neccfl'ary branches of 
inftruftioft ii> Daif Schools qflnduftryy 
for everi fuppofmg that Ibe teaching, 
them flioald oceafion no great inter* 
niption jtothie more material buiine& 
of the fchool, and iettteg afide every 
obje^ion that has been made to the 
teaching thefe things to the lower or- 
der erf children^ I am ccmvinced, that 
the generality wilt acquire them with- 
out the affiftaftce of tlieir fuperiors, t^ 
a fufficien); degree at leaft to be able to 
write a letter, fet down a few articles^ 
of expenditure, and caft up an ,eaiy fum? 
in addition, which is aa mw:h as people 
in tliat clafs of life have occafion for.. 
It will probably be obferved that in this- 
|iarticular I have changed my opinion^ 
fince the publication of the firft edition- 
of this book. This is very true, but. 
many thk^gs appear expedient in theory 

which: 
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whiidli prpvc otharwife in prc^ce. — 
I thottgbt dlf(>> dt that tkne^ that I 
ihould be able to manage /pinning and 
knitting Sckook^ tog^etfaep with a iich^ 
far plain-tmrky &>d» to make tfa^m all 
profit£d[»|e hi a pecimiary way» but nsy 
plajx ^\^3 defeated; and after a trials 
attei&ded with confiderable lois, it 
was found neceffary to reliuqniili the 
^wo-iwmer, and to keep to ptain^work 
only, tb^noy great dt&ppotntmeBt ;: yet 
my opinioci of the expediency of th© 
originarl plaa m this le^^ remains 
miialitered A ipinning-whfiel or two, 
whete the earnings depend upoa other 
work, would probably be fufficient for 
9^.1cbQoi; and ibnae voman might be 
i!Wf\A \o feaefar two girls at a time out 
of fqhoqi hOm*^ Indeed were two cle- 
ver, giris taught to fprn^ they might 
tpaph the others : bnti t>ffer thcfe hintu 
with fubmiflioa to perfons of more ex- 
periencCr ^ 

... la 
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III the School at Lemjhamy to which 
I have before referred, the children 
who go as DaySchoUtrshxvt two meals 
a day, breakfaft and dinner, according 
to a cheap and wholeftwne bill of fare, 
without any expenfe to the parents. 
An ordinmy for dinners only at a permtf. 
a head for each child has been found to 
anfwer extremely well*; and if this 
plan were generally adopted, it would,^ 
I am perfuaded, do much good by fur- 
nifliing a powerful motive to the pa- 
rents for keeping then* children con- 
flantly to the fehool hours ; improving 
the health of the children, and mak- 
ing them fenfible of the good ihiit^ 
which fpring from induftry. Nor would 
thefe ordinaries be without thei# ufeto 
tlie vifitors of them. The fight 6t fy 
many young creatures of the human 
jace ^'havering aaround them like thef 

* Sec in the Appendix Penny Ordixuudes. 

Jowls 
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fowls of heavertj ajking their humble 
<&fe," would fiirely, in theib titnea of 
fcarcity efpecially, operate not onJy as 
a powerful impulfe to benevolence, but 
as a reftraint upon that luxury which fo 
generally prevails in the nation. 

When the girls of a Day School of 
Induftry are nearly arrived at the age 
at which they may be expeded to leave 
k in order to go to fervice; nay, in* 
deed as foon as they are capable of do* 
ing any kind of houfehold work, it 
would be a great aft of charity in La- 
dies to employ them occafionally in lit* 
tie houfehold matters fuited to their 
ftrength, or in attending on children, 
in order to prepare them for the places 
they may afterwarils undertake. And 
when tl^e time comes that they muft go 
eut into the world to provide a main-^ 
tenance for themfelves, how happy 
would it be for thefe poor (Children if 
tliey Blight ftiU begermitted to look ufi 

to 
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to their former patrondfiss as their fn* 
ture friends and benefa^^fes ! This i» 
the cafe with the girls of the Hchoth at 
Yorh TIieLacfies to wbofe good of^ 
fices they were inifebted for fo many 
comforts in their earlier days, refolved 
never to abandon them^ whilft they 
continued to defetve tfaetr favotir ; and 
to encourage them to perfevere in the 
paths of reSitttde, they eftaWihed the 
Fmiak Frien^ Sfoitty btibre men^ 
1»oned. . ' 

I would not he tkongbt defirous of 
confining the benefits of SchoQb ^In* 
iuJiryXxy girls only, for they certainly 
niay be eftabli&ed with equal advan- 
tages for hotfSy but as this work is ad- 
dreffed to Ladies^ I have avoided every 
thing that might appear an intrufiou 
upon the province of gentlemen ; how-* 
ever it will not be any departure frora 
my.prefcribed rules to fay a few words 
in favour of thofe eftablifhments^ 

whick 
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irhich Ladie) at thl&tmie<:outribute to 
fuppprt ; and to \viiich tkm patronage 
niutttcvbr bea defiraljte acqHifition. 

'The fcdIofvridghiiilB, fuggefted to me 

by i>iriend'^\vik)vdaily ftndicf^ the good 

g£ iflie t poorj are * too impOFkmt to be 

psedttad. . . ^ ■ •■ * 

r^i% isna infeionchdly obfervittioiif that 

Biitiih'faifaara^Ntlioagh'reinarkably brave^ 

areriBi^nersd tery ptofligafe; profane, 

9md ioHnoml ; u^^okiit not, tJierefore, be 

^vh^eaUe to^^^aibliih in^f^a-port t<>wn» 

(in ddditio^n toJSatxdaySchods) Schools 

oTImduftry, ia which ioys aiight learn 

to^m and weave coarfe thread for fail- 

ekkth,^ pick oakywi) &g. ? And in owlei' 

to^ train fome for the fea JkrvicCy fup*- 

pofe an Evenmg^Navigation School was 

founded, in wht^h a limited number of 

boys might be infftru^led for an hour or 

tvo, twice or thi^e times a \veek, ia 

fkch particulars as all commmi failors: 

ought t? know, previous to their going 

out toiea ; . a mailer^ qualified to teacb 

thef^ 
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thefe boys, might eafily be founddHfome 
experienced liiariner out . of emplqy- 
iiieut Thefe bt^ys ought toikamto 
r^^and^^riV^; and the hooks put In* 
to their hands on meek dinfs^ {tmUd hi 
inch as have a tendency to ;excitei!feii** 
timents fuitable to a fea-farlng^'life^ 
fuch astoy^gds and tnweisi; and part 
of their inftru6Uon in Sundagi Sduidi 
fliould be, calculated :to give j^em a 
proper fe^fe of the.peculiar dtitiest>f Uk 
prof(^ioa for whioh thcgr are defigned^: 
and the neeeflTity of feeuring the Md^ 
fing of God to defend thenvagainfi; the 
dangers, and fupport them under tber 
difficulties to which tliey will unavoid- 
ably be expofed. r/. 
In fuch Schools as I have been re- 
commending, lads, might be trained to 
ferve their king arnd country from, 
prmcipk; and youog gentlemen, in- 
tended for the fea fervice might, under: 
the conduct of experienced, pecfi^ns, 
improve their own talents by oa:«6aQ- 

ally 
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mily exercrfing' and examining thefe 
boys*. . ' 

. To train hAt. in* thfe manner for the 
^/etf /mroc woiildiihe very beneficial to 
tfee fliatitm; ibritPis dreadfiil to think 
that the greateft number of thofe who 
are employed to fight in defiance of their 
country in times of war, or to convey 
its valuable commodities to diftant na* 
lions, and bring back the various arti- 
cles of commerce, are a fet of poor ig^ 
niDtant creatures who enter thenifeives 
2^ faiLors (or enlift as foidiers) from no 
better motives: than idlenefs or difcon- 
tent, or a fpirit of adventure, if we ex- 
cept thofe who are trained by the Marine 
Sociefjf. 

Though it xnuft be. acknowledged, 
that the ^fate of battles, whether by fea 
or land, depiends. upon the will of hea- 
ven, there is dertainly more reafon to 

. * For . exaii^le» of. feliooh ' for tbe-^piurpofe of 
BZyisAtwn, fee theiyppeodix. 

exped 
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expe6i that ittce^fs ^ill; attend thofo 
who are the faithful fervants df thd 
Gon^Ho^f than efet'rf reprobates, 
\^hor by thek* vnpielgriahdTiciDtts coa^^ 
il\x&4 ' kindiit his anger agamft tiieofH 
felves individually ; and a& partdf thtf 
great body of the nation orat^fa^tite to 
V^ig the divine wratk on their oor- 
rupted country That religwfi and 
bravery are. compatibles we liave hdtl 
fir iking inftances in feme of the-pri^- 
lent renowned comhiaafderft of the Bn^ 
tiihnavy; who, in the hour of danger/ 
implored the pi^oteftibn-- of Heaven ; 
and in the hour of viSory, afcsribed *he 
glory to God. 

And the idea that common &i)or$ 
will be rendbred km^ufy2Lnd mMifi9us 
by fueh an ^ucaticm ^ \^% tR€fn 
above total ^orance,. is ttfy illiberigil 
^x\A' uhfeuh^ed ; fofiifc is weH krfo;»vny 
that in the late unhappy mutiny oii 
boaa-dottr-fleetjiby Hr^e gt^ateft irum- 
ber of the mutineers could neither read 
I nor 
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ndr write ; but put their merks to the 
different papers which tiiey were pre- 
vailed upon to fign, at the infiigation 
of a few wick^ confpirators, who pro- 
bably would have, fiiied in their pur- 
pc^ of drawing thefe deluded men 
into rebellioiiy had they been previously 
inftru6);ed in their duty, and enabled to 
judge for themfelves« 

But whiUl provifion: is made £br fur- 
niihing tlie naVy with good prindpied 
mariners^ tlie interefts of agricuiture 
mud not be negle3;ed ; and it is mucU 
to be wiihcd that thofe ,boys who re* 
fide in the coiuitry ihould be early ih^ 
Iptred with a love <rf agricultural pur* 
fuits, which might eafily be e^e&ed, 
by letting them fpend a part of their 
time everyday in fome rural occupation^ 
93 foon a3 they are able to work. But 
the genejal practice in-^villagea is either 
to deftine poor boys entirely to labour, 
without beftowing any inftruflion upoh 

them, 
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them, or to turn their attention totally 
away from manual employments, by 
confining them during the working 
hours of the day to books ; the confe- 
quence of the firft of thefe modes of 
bringing up village boys is, that they 
continue ignorant and brutifli all their 
lives ; and of the other, that many of 
thofe who, if they had received lite- 
rary in{lru6lion for one hour only iti 
the day, and worked the reft, would 
have been ufeful and intelligent huf- 
bandmen, contented in their native 
villages, and refpeftable in their hum* 
ble ftation, emigrate to cities and large 
ttmns where they mingle with the herd 
of ufelefs beings who compofe the me* 
nial train of the great and the opu- 
lent, and live like drones in the bee- 
hive, in luxury, idlenefs, and profligacy, 
at the expenfe of others. 

But of all places in the Kingdom, 
Schools ef Induftry both for Boys and 

Girk, 
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Gifls, are the moll defirable in the; 
Metropolisy where the Poor pf both 
fexes in their early years, are expofed 
to fo many temptations, that it can 
fcarcfely be expefted they will efcape 
corruption^ unlef$ extraordinary care 
is taken to preferve them from it, by 
iailruStng them in their duty, em- 
ploying their time, and keeping them 
out of the way of wicked coinpanions ; 
that thier is pra^cable, has been proved 
by fuccefsfbl experiments, in two Day 
Schodb of Indufiry at the weft end of 
the Town, via. one in Edgcware-road, 
the other in the Parifh of St. Mary-le- 
bpne*, both undier the moft refpe6lable 
paltrqi^age, and attended by Ladies. 
By m^stns of thefe Schools, many poor 
Children have probably been refcued 
from thp unhappy fate of numbers of 

* Sec In the Appendix — Schools' of Induftry ; 
and a Pamphlet pubiiihed by Mr. T. Symonds, on ' 
Schools of Indoftryi in 1792: Sold byjohnfon, 
Su'F^glr$ Oiurcb Yartl. 

VOL. I. J. their 
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tlieir own age and condition, who have 
been feduced from the paths of ho- 
nefty and virtue, for want of fimilar 
advantages. 

Nothing would be fo likely to check 
the progrefs of \nce, as the multiplying 
Day Schools of hiduftry^ together with 
Sunday Schools^ in London, and in 
other great Cities, under proper regu- 
lations and management. Indeed, it 
fhould be a general concern to efta- 
bliili them throughout the kingdom ; 
and fomething ought tobe done without 
delay — Humanity isiliocked at the 
number of lads who are trained up 
as the affociates and confederates of 
thieves, to get a fcaiidalbm livelihood, 
1:^ making depredations on the Public ; 
many of whom, before they arrive at 
years of maturity, are condemned to 
fuffer an ignominious death, or ba- 
niihed from their country for their of- . 
fences againft its laws: and it is equsUly 
affeding, to think of the multitutto'trf' 

•poor 
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poor young females, who, loft to all 
fenfe of decency, difgiace their fcx, 
and lead the moft profligate and mi* 
ferable lives, till they fink into un- 
timely graves ! 

A neglefted education, is, I am per- 
fuaded, the root from which thefe evils 
principally fpring ; and thofe who have 
power to check their growth, to fow 
the good feed, and afford the neceffary 
cultivation, but withhold their exertions 
and ittfluence, have much to anfwcr . 
for ; and it certainly is the inter e ft ^ as 
well as the duty of perfons who have 
property to lofe, to ufe every polfible 
means to promote the knowledge of* 
Religion, and the praftice of Morality 
amongft the common people, than 
which none is fo likely to be attended 
with fuccds,.as the proper education of 
thofe, who will fucceflfively fill the 
lower ofllices in the community. Could 
the prefent race of labourers, workmen, 
artificers, and fervants, (with a few 
1 2 exceptions 
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exceptions in each clafs) be replaced 
for others, who would afl; with upright- 
nefe and fidelity, and a regard to that 
fubordination, which is effential to the 
happinefs of all, what a difference 
would there foon be in the general ftatc 
of fociety, and domefiic comfort ! And 
let us not defpair, fince even thofe who 
have made fome progrefc in the ways of 
wickednefs, may be often reclaimed by 
timely care and attention : at lead, the 
young may be weaned from their wicked 
courfes, and by making them feel the 
comforts of indullry and goodconduft, 
they may, under the bleffing of God, be 
eftablifljed in habits of virtue, and be- 
come ufeful and valuable members of 
the community. In proof of this aifer- 
tion, I need only appeal to the Annual 
Reports of the Philanthropic Socktt/f ia^ 
St George's Fields, which refleft fuch 
merited honour upon the Projedors and 
Managers of it^ ai^d. which muft be. 
: approved.. 
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approved by every one, who has th« 
welfare of the ftate at heart 

It would appear an unpardonable 
negleft to pafs over in filence thofe 
valuable inflitutions which are among 
the ornaments of the nation at large^ 
as well as of the metropolis in particu- 
lar, The Afylum for Female Orphans 
near JVeJiminJier - Bridge, and The 
Foundling Hqfpital. In the firft of 
which proviiion is made for the educa- 
tion and maintenance of poor de- 
ierted children, who have no parent or 
friend to fuccour them, or no parifli to 
receive them, and for the orphans of 
thofe brave foldiers, who lofe their 
lives in the field of battle, fighting for 
their king and country. The' claims 
of this inftitution upon the benevolent 
and opulent for countenance ia.nd fup-> 
port, can never bedifputed; nor can 
any heart which is dive to the feelingis 
of humanity, be ihut againfi: that of an 
inftitution which opens its doors to re- 
1. 3 ceive 
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ceive thofe poor innocents, whom theit 
own mothers, from fliame and mifeiy, 
are often tempted to deftroy or to aban- 
don. But it is in the light of Schools 
of Indiijiry chiefly that I would now 
hold them out as patterns for imitation. 
Each of thefe eftablifhments is partly 
fupported by needle work ; the Girls 
of the Foundling Hofpital, under their 
prefent excellent matron, earn o^. 100 a 
year, and in both thefe inftitutions the 
Girls are inftrufted in fuch domeftia 
employments as may fit them for com- 
mon fervices, which many have filled 
to the great fatisfa^lion and comfort of 
their employers. 

Having expatiated upon the fubjeft 
of the Education of the Children of the 
Poor beyond my original intention, 
and, I fear, almoll beyond tlie patience 
of my readers, I will now proceed to 
demonftrate by examples (chiefly living 
ones) that though fuperior talents may 
find interefling employment in fuch a 

caufe, 
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caufe, and Riches, through tlie medium 
of Charity Schools^ of ditfcrent denomi- 
nations may greatly, benefit fociety, 
perfons of inferior ability, of htwiblejor- 
tune, and .unea:'perknced yearSy are not 
excluded from tlie performance of fuch 
important ferv'ices as will eventually 
promote the interefts of Chriftianity, 
contribute to the welfare of the com- 
,munity at lafge, and greatly increafe 
their own rational enjoyments. 

The ocampl^ I allude to are con- 
tained in the following Appendix, to 
which I have been under the neceffity 
of coniign jog them, on account of the 
Ipacc thjey would otherwife occupy. 



L * APPEN- 
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Amongst the many examples 
which I am about to produce of fchoob 
fuccefsfully conduced, I am led to 
give the prefereuce to one Which bears 
the diftinguifhing name Of The CnuRck 
ScHoox, not merely for its title; oy thte 
perfonal efteem I have for the managers 
of it, but more particularly becaufe I 
think it a complete pattern for SundAf 
Schools in Country PanJheSy as being 
under the immediate management of 
the clergyman, his wife aiid daughters^ 
affording very liberal inftiii6lion on the 
moft important fubje6l to the children 
of the poor, and fupported at an eaiy 
expenfe. I am alfo greatly indebted 
to this little eftabliihment for improve- 
ment upon my own plan of teaching in 
the manner of famihar converfation, 

and I now feel much gratified by the 

in- 
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indulgence of my requeft for the infer- 
tion of the, folio wing letter, addreffed 
to myfelf. 



Dear Madam^ 

I SHOULD think m3rrelf aduated by falfc 
principles of humility were I to withhold from 
you the information you defire refpeAing the little 
inftitution, which goes in our village by the title 
of the Church School. Its being conduced on To 
limited a plan in refpedi to expenfe is^ perhaps, it« 
chief recommendationj as bringing it within th^ 
abilities of numbers who are precluded from the op. 
poxtunity of engaging in undertakings of greater 
magnitude. I Hatter myfelf that in thefe times of 
general diifipation there are yet to be found 
among the wives of the clergy, many who not only 
poflefs that gravity of charadler St. Paul requires 
of them, but who alfo exert themfelvcs zealoufly 
in co-operation with their hufbands to prolhote as 
far as their abilities will permit, the interefts of 
the Chriftian religion, and the temporal and fpiri- 
tual welfare of the poor in their refpedive pariihes. 
Such may coiuiefcend to take a hint from one who 
though not altogether ina^ive before, would pro- 
bably not have thought of the plan which is the 
objed of your prefent enquiry, but for one of 
thofe fortunate incidents which, under the direc. 
1 5 tion 

Digitized by Google 



2Q6 APt^ENDIX. 

tion of an all-wife and gracious Providencfe, fre- 
quently bring forth unexpe6led benefits. 

I had for fome time been confined to my room 
by a lingering illnefs, during which interruption 
of my ufual avocations^ a work-written by the 
pious Nelfon, entitled '* An Addrefs to Perfons of 
Quality, &c." fell into my hands, in reading 
which I was particularly ftruck with a pafTage, 
wherein he cenfures perfons of fuperior condition 
for beftowing too much time upon the attainment 
of knowledge, while they leave numbers of their 
fellow-creaturcs in darkiiefs, ignorant even of 
thoie things which concern their eternal falva. 
tidn. Though far below the noble perfonages to 
whom this reproach was immediately addreffed 
in rank and fortune, yet I felt that it applied to 
me as the wife of a clergyman, becaufe "my fitua- 
tion gave me weight and influence with the poor, 
and numbers of my hufband^s flock flood in need 
of more inflru^on than he had time to bedow 
upon them : I therefore refblved, inftead of read- 
ing for my own profit or amufement> to devote 
the remainder of my neceflary ieclufion from ac 
tive life, to the formation oFa plan for the religi. 
ous inflrudlion of the poor, that I might be fully 
prepared for the execution of it, when it ikould 
pleafe God to reftore me to health, and the oppor- 
tunity was foon afforded me of fulfilling my in- 
tention. 

My 
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My firft objeft was to obtain the concurrence; 
of the principal inhabitants of the pari(h ; with 
this view I drew up a paper, pointing out the 
^icat advantages that might arife to themfelvcjs 
from religious inftrudlion being given to the 
fiau^ters of the labouring poor, among whom 
they muft look for lervants ; and I offered to un* 
dertak^ the management of this important cou« 
.^ern^ provided they, would give their fandion to 
theattemptj and recommend their workmen to 
fend their children* A fobicription was alfo 
opened for the purchafe of bcx>ks;i which was be- 
gua by myfelf with the trifling {ftm of five ihil* 
lings. This, with the pap(^r I mentioned, was 
put into th/e hands of one oC the Ladies, and it 
amounted nearly to three pounds, . at that time 
fiiUy adequate tp the puj^s^e for which it was in* 
tended. . The fird. indstiBg pf .the duidren waa 
then appointed for the Sunday following, in the 
. veftry , immediately after^ the « w>iJ9g fenrice. -, 

The ppor are fometimes accuie4 of negieding the 
means CKfinftrudio^ held out to them, but I belicvjs 
▼ery unjuftly, at JieaQ: in this inftance I found a. very « 
different difpofition prevail, for not only ^4^ the 
children of die poor attended, but fome alfb of, a 
fi^ierior dafs. After ^rkig made ;nyfelf a<i. 
quainted with the names and ages of the children, 
and their progrefs in feadix%, I divided them- into 
1* 6 djftii^ 
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diftmA daflesj f^fer^lk in each clafs* Three elafles 
I Tefervcd for myfcli, the other clafs confiding rf 
6itle children^ was configned to the -care of one of the 
young Ladiee^ who undertook to inftniA and im^ 
prove them in reading ; and as oor little fond 
would not aflbrd the expenfe of a fchool intftrel^; 
the children were encouraged to hnprbVe themfelves 
at home by the pronnfe of a bdokto ea(^of themi 
who at the etid of three montiis (houid appear td 
haviB made a certain progre&. The voftry bdbg 
found xntenvenient for fo large a number, 4t was 
judged expe(fieiit> after the firftSunday, to make 
txfe of the dnmcd ; and the parilh officers yery 
ireadily fupplied benches , alio a finall tab^c, a 
t:hair> and a box t^ eont^in ^ books. On thele 
t>enches the children were feated during diyine 
iervice. When that wiis^nded, die table was 
^aced in thec^trO) and^benchea found it^ (b 
^8 to form three fides of a f^oaiej leaTing the 
other fide for ml; ^ iheir initrttftrefs. Thk arrange, 
'roent was found rery convenient, as it brought 
every diild under obfervation, and tSL could hear 
^the ififtnidHons at the fame time. In tilts manner 
we proceeded to the <nd of !the firft thfce months, 
'When to tny great fur^r^, a$ weU as lacis&fiiioii, 
-csvery -child gabed t^e pronufed reward by «^M- 
< Sng the allotted talk) for alt had been fo eager to 
leam, thai thofe who went lo-fchool . before, re. 
-49iibfcd their diligenot ; ^others had prevailed on 

their 
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tb^ii^piLr^tt^ either to teach them or to have tixem 
taught> and fome had even become papik to their 
pUy.fellows. 

Books were provided t^ form a little library, for 
the parpofe «f lending, foited to the different ages 
of the childrcni and calci|)ated to amufe as well as 
inftraft thein. Thefe were all numbered, and oo« 
▼ered with kt^^m paper, to keep them dean, and 
svora to be, changed the fir(t Sunday in every 
month, an 4i;Soottnt of the numbers lent to each of 
the children being kept in a book provided for 
the purpoft. . To this, which was at firfl a mere 
£Md'4 Mimrj, books fit for the parents reading 
were added .from time to tiuiie, «|i4 it has provfsd 
3 hapi^ means of difperfing much good and u&«. 
iol inftmdion through their refp^ve families. 
Oneof Dr« Watts's little hymn books was given to 
«ach child» and they v^» reqoi^ed to repeat the 
collet for the day every Sunday, and one of .the 
Jiymns on the day on which they changed their 
i>opks ; and the children in nvy own clafTes weve 
.required to read at home in the week certain por- 
tions of Scripture,- concerning which I aiked theqi 
;qiieftionson the following Sunday* 

. Not being, at that .^e fy happy as to know 

.either you, Madam, or your hooks, I was under 

, the neceffity of .i»:ovidii9g my qqeftio^s, and lay. 

ing out my plan of inftro^on every week ; th^s 

< oco^ed a large portion ^jny time, but was nqt 

2 without 
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without benefit to myfelfi for *' teacWng^ wtf 
leam;" and had I derived no other advantage 
than that of obtaining a familiar knowledge of the 
Scriptures^ which could never have been gained in 
the common courfe of teading them, I Ihould have 
been amply repaid for the little trouble I have 
taken. But when I became acquainted with your 
publications, I was relieved from this part df my 
labour, and I found your -Stripture C4iUchifm ex. 
a£Uy the thing I wanted for the dder children ; 
and your laft edition of the TtachirUAff^kmi equally 
valuable for the ufe of the little ones : .fining aUb 
that the children's reading might be isopcoved, and 
their attention better fixed by having a. book be. 
fore them, I provided your Scripture LefonSf thaty 
while 1 read the chapter aloud, in which they were 
to be queftioned, they might follow me; and 
thefe books are not carried home but kept in the 
box. 

The Children fit whilft I teach them ; and the 
three claiTes occupy the three benches : the que£. 
tions begin wkh the firft girl in theloweft clafs, 
and pafs round to the upper one, and the girl who 
anfwers the queftion, moves up above her to whom 
it was firft put, the reft all flipping down to make 
room for her; but they keep always to their own 
clais ; fo that if the firft girl in thefecond clafs^ 
anfwers a qutftion begun in tbe third, (he remains 
in her place ; but if the fecond girl, ihe «aoves to 

the 
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the top of her own clafs. In order to promote 
emulation^ and to i^t^feft the Sabfcriben in the 
fupport of the Inilitatibn> a public examinatioo 
takes place once a year ^ when ^ Ladies attend in 
the Churchy benches }3eing placed for them fronting 
the Children. Previbits to the day. Prizes are pre. 
paredj and fubje^s ^iven to the Children accord, 
ing to their clafles ; nbut they have ho intimation 
what qneftions will be, put to them. To the head 
tlafs, the Life of Abraham, of David, or of 
Jofeph, Sec. to the feopnd and third, a fingle Chap, 
ter from the Scriptures, containing fome narrative. 
The Prizes confift of Books handfomely bound, 
with <<Prxzs IBook," in gilt letters on the 
back, and within is written, Tite Reward of Dili^ 
gence and Good BehavioMr, grven iy Mrs, — and 
the Suh/crihers to the Sunday Schools ; with the date 
^ of the year, &c.''and the name of the Village : For 
the head girl of the whole School is alio provided 
a Medal, made of card, of which it is difficult to 
convey an idea by words. It has on one fide, upon 
a dark 'blue (hield, the girl's name infcribed, with 
'* Pr I z 8 M B D A L, * * and date of the year ; below on 
a mantle, thefe words, ** The Retvard of Mirit.** 
On the other fide within a medallion, " Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy Youth,** It is 
vamiihed and bound with ribbon, and it has one 
pafied through it to hang it round the neck, and a 
neatly oraamented card box is ipadc to preserve it. 

A large 
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A large Whde Duty of Max goes with the medals 
and fome fmaller Book is proTided for each child 
of inferior ineric. 

A£terthe examination has taken p]ace> which is 
^akidated toafiird a very jt^ c^inion of the dili^ 
gence and knowledge of each child^ the rewards 
are given, and all the girls in the firft clafs, the 
Prize girls of the others, and all thofe within 
reach, who have gone into fervice within the fear, 
and behaved well, are invited to dinner at the 
Parfonage, while all the reft receive fome refrefli. 
ment at the door to carry home with them.. Movf 
muc^ this day is defired by the children, may be 
more eaiily conceived than exprefied ; and of all 
the days in the year, I own, to roe it has hitherto 
t>een thehaf^ieft. This year, in addition to the 
^ther Rewards, I Bad the pleafure to diftribate a 
do^en pair of Sciflars, to as many girls, remarks 
Abie for their conftant attendance and great dili- 
gence. 

If circumftances will permit, before the Re. 
wards are diftributed, I walk round the Village, 
to enquire the chara^er of each child at home, 
and I have been much pleafed with the candour of 
many of the parents on thefe occafions. The Plan, 
after the firft year was, with fome flight varia* 
lions, extended to the Boys, who were alfo divided 
into two fets, the forwardeft inftrudled by the 
Clergyman hioiel^ after moniing fervice, while 

the 
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the others were trained by me. It has not, how^ 
ever, been prafticable to dp fo much with the 
hoys as the girls ; they have generally lefs volun- 
tary application, and their minds require more 
time to form; their habits of life alfo interfere with 
improvement at home, and theii love of play fel- 
dom yields to the love of reading ; however, feveral 
inftances have occurred of extraordinary improve- ' 
meat, and where they have been able to attend 
for any length of time> they have reaped much 
benefit* 

^ This is a general outline of the Plan of the 
&;hoolsy fupportedat pre&nt, by a Subfcription of 
about Five Pounds a year, and the whole timfi 
required for teachipg> is Uttl^ iiiOj;e than an hoar 
:s£tex morning and evening Jfervice. Permit va^ to 
Ad^ that with th^ ^id of yoqr 3ooks, and a be« 
jjevoleni^ difpofitio% there are few, wbofe abilities 
jare not; c^qual. to i;be ta(k of inftri|dif|g the Chiji« 
dren of the Poor in this xoanper* Ax^pcig the l^f 
nefit^.^^icb hs^YC refulted from this tfi^titution, 
.theJR>U9WJj)gh«ve>\mn:o)>vij?u^* ■ \ 

i^f ;t,haajfO||Mfil4 adi^r£f <^ acguaintai^c^ 
with the iohal^itaQt^ ^f th^ Fariih, which e^l4 
)^rdJiy.h#5f beefi pbt|ij«^ in any otb^ w^y; 
and has a^rded tb^beft pok^fms of forming a judg^ 
.iqent qI tb^ charj^n and habits. 
,.. 2nd« It has Q^4c fiarenjts anauous and afltdu<n}i 
to have their children inflrudled in reading* 

decently 
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decently cloathcd, and taught to behave with 
civility and decorum. 

3d, It has led the parents of the children to re- 
vive their own reading, or even to learn to read, 

4Jth, It has been the means of circulating many 
good Books in the Parifh, which being changed 
once a month excite curiofity, induce application; 
and gradually lead to religious knowledge and 
moral improvement. 

5th, It has excited a fcflfe of charafler, aftd 
defire of reputation unknown before, and has, I 
prefume to hope, under the divine bleffing, been 
a means offending into the world feverai young 
women, who arc highly refpedlable, and who fet 
an example worthy of imitatioh, 

6th, It has been the means of obtaining more 
creditable fervices for many of the girls, than 
they could have fourtd, without the reconimenda^ 
tion given them, and the decent niannen acquired 
by their attendance at the SchooL * 

And laftly. In the fpace of fix yean, two html 
dred children have been taiight to acknowledge a 
Redeemer, and to comprehend fche gr^at funda. 
mental do^rines of Chriftianky ; while ihany of 
the number of bright parts and oonfiderable in. 
duflry have laid in a' furprizing ftote of Scripture 
knowledge, and havef rendered themfeives capable 
(^ communicatbg much valuable inftruiSiion to 
others. 

It 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 235 

It has been our endeavour to make inftruAion as 
agreeable as poffible> and to form the hearts of the 
children, while we endeavour to expand their un- 
derhand ings, that they may learn the only real 
ttfe of religious knowledge, viz. a right praBke. 
They invariably fliew a fincere affcftion and rc- 
fpedl for us fo long as they adhere to their duty, 
A look of reproof has always been fufficient to 
prcferve order, and I have pbferved with pleafure^ 
that moft of the g^irls and many of the boys who 
hav« entered into fervice, gladly take advantage 
of the Parochial Library, which is alfo provided 
with Books fuited to their years ; and of which 
your Sacud H^ry and Companhn to th Commott 
Prayer Boot form a valuable part. 

Whatever you may find in this letter, calculated 
to promote your benevolent views for the good of 
mankind, and that of poor children in particular, 
you are welcome to feleft; and with fincere 
thanks for the great advantages I have derived 
from your pious labours, I remain. 

Dear Madam, 

Your obliged Friend and Servant, 

The Wife of a Comttfy Clergymott* 

P. S. I forgot to mention in my Letter, that I 
have found yoar Scripture Priats very ufeful : I have 
a fet in the form of Cards, upon ftifif paper> which 

occa. 
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occa/ionallyy but particularly on Prize days, I di- 
vide among the children, requiring each to tell xne 
the fubjeft of her particular Card. This give* 
great amufement to the children, and affords the 
opportunity of afking them queftions, for the ex- 
ercife of their memories in Scripture Hiftory. I 
think thefe prints upon pafteboard, in the ufual 
way in which they are fold, very proper orna- 
meftts for Charity School rooms. 



To the foregoing example of a Cler- 
gyman's wife, I cannot forbear adding 
another of a Lady, of the lame de- 
fcription, who takes upon herfelf, with- 
out affiftantg, the entire inilru£tion of 
all the girls in the Parifli, (of which 
her hiifband is the worthy Paftor) not 
pnly in refpeft to their religious duties 
on Sundays; but even teaching fuch a^ 
have leifure to attend her at her own 
houfe to read, on th« week days. 



I am how going to produce an in- 
ilance of a Sunday School and School of 
Indujiry united, managed entirely by 

Young 
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Young LadieSy which, I hope, will lervc 
«s a pattern for many of the fame kind, 
fince a Plan of this fimple nature, may- 
be executed without expenfe, and ferve 
at once for the ex^rcife of benevolence, 
and the increafe of rural amufements. 

I fliall trace this humble but ufeful 
Inftitution to its fource, in order to 
ihew what effential fervices Ladies may 
render to fociety at an early age, by a 
zealous employment of thofe talents 
which well educated young perfons 
lK)ffefs, ' though often without being 
confcious of the ufe, to which they may 
be applied for the benefit of others. 

Thefirft projcflorof this adnurable Plan was a 
ycmng Lady^ whc had undertaken to affift in the 
education of a Clergyman's Family in a retired 
country vUlage, where there was before no Sunday 
School. Having been for a (hort time acciiiftoniedto 
inftrudl a clafs of poor children, ihe.was defirous of 
continuing her labours in her new fituation.— ' 
As foon as (he communicated her wiih, it became a' 
general one amongft her pupils, and the confent of 
the parents of the young Ladies having been <A.; 

tained 
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tainedj it was determined to tgr the experiment 
upon zfmaU fcale^ and to fee what could be» done 
without pecuniary expence. Accordingly eight Girh 
were feleded, who were inftruded at the Parfonage 
on Sundays according to my Plan, and were allowed 
to attend twice a week befides, for about two hours 
at a time, to learn to read and work of the young 
Ladies ; and their improvement was fuch^ as to 
give encouragement for the continued exertions 
of their PatroneiTes^ who added from time to time 
to the nuniber of their Scholars^ till by degrees 
they amounted to betwixt thirty and forty. 
Every good girl was rewarded with a cap and tip- 
pjCt, made of old cloth, and afterward with a 
linen gown, made of pieces of differents kinds, 
neatly joined together, and dyed with logwood. 
This uniform drefs gave the School a very pleafing 
appearance ; but the dying was difcontinued after- 
wards, as it was found to injure the texture of the 
cjoth, and for fome time pad, the girls have beeii 
clothed like the good old Patriarch's darling fon, 
iVi garments of manycolmn^ which are highly valued 
by the wearers, as tokens of good will, and worn 
without envy, becaufe they ar^ not the badges of 
partial diflin^on* Matcfrials for theie gowns 
were cafily procured in the ofual way for Patch' 
nifork^ by the contributions of friends. In order 
to poffiefs a ready fupply for new gowns, or the re- 
pair of old ones, a mamfaSorj fir Patch-ivoi^ 

was 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 239 

was fet on foot amongft the young Ladies of the 
family^ including the younger ones, tofumiih it by 
theyard^ as occafion required^ and many a leifure 
hour has been> and is ftill^ pleafantly employed in 
adding to the fiece^ in which the difplay of fancy 
and ingenuity^ gives place to the (aving of time. 

I would by no means t:ondemn the tafte which 
has led Ladies of late years to the compolition of 
patch-work> for various ornamental ufes ; great 
leifure juflifies the praf^ice. Performances of this 
kind I have viewed with admiration ; and it al. 
ways gives me pleafure to fee the needle made fub- 
fervient to the purpofc of amufemeift ; for thofe 
hands cannot have been employed in dealing and 
ftiuffling cards^ which have by patient perfever- 
ance in joining inch to inch^ produced the bed or 
the window curtains. But I am led to think that 
many who read this little hiilory which I am now 
reciting, will, in part at Isafiy adopt this new fpecies 
of patch- work, which oiay be beftowed in welcome 
gifts to fomej)oor creatures, even in places where 
the children of Charity Schools are clothed in a 
different manner. 

But to return to our young (Ecowm^t of Charity^ 
Another objeA with them was to fave the charge 
of books ; to effeft tfiis they wrote themfelves in 
print chara^en^ alphabets, and eafy leflbns for the 
learners to take home and ftudy. And the ex- 
penfe of a xnoft ufeful fchpol for a number of poor 

children. 
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children, has been merely the coft of a few books 
upon the terms of The Society fir promoting CbriJHan 
Knwdeige, 

That I may not be fuppofed to be givinj a 
narrative of the proceedings of a family who know 
nothing of the world beyond the limits of a re- 
tired country village, and who have no tafte but 
for thofe which the gay and thoughdefs call the 
amufements of ruftk lifr^ let me aflore my young 
readers that this family is ^-^tty way refpedable — 
well bred, well connected, and fufficiently accom- 
pilfhed to mix in the politefl: circles. Happy 
would it be for themfelves, as well as for others, 
if the votaries of falhionable diffipation would 
learn, by fuch examples, to make a true eftimate of 
fuhlunary enjoyments! 



Were I not fearfal of wounding the too hum. 
Ue and too fdceptible mind x>f a dear and valued 
friend whofe early youth has been devoted to the 
pradice of |»ety and benevolence, 1 could fet an- 
other bright example before my young readers, of 
a young Lady who has, upon an equally oecono- 
mical plan, educated poor children, made them fit 
for fervices, clothed them by her own induftry, in* 
ftni^ed them in rdigibn, and brbught them to the 
Sacrament. But I forbear, and will only fay, that 
I can appeal to the fuccefs of her benevolent la- 
hours for conrincfaig prooft that my* ideas of the 

poflibiiity 
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poflibility oijmng Ladies contributing greatly by 
their exertions to the forming a fet of good.frin» 
tipled 2xAgood^nianttered{tiv2x\\%^ and of promoting 
the knowledge and praftice of piety in country 
towns and villages^ is not a vifipnary one. 



The \vriter of the following letter 
was not perfonally known to me, but 
I had heard fo much of her benevolent 
exertiojis in the inftruftion of fomc 
poor children, from the Lady mentioned 
by her, as the foundrefs of the Sunday 
School, in which flie took fo aftive a 
part, that I was much intercfted for her 
fuccefs. This excellent woman had (as 
I have been informed) feen better days, 
but was reduced, in advanced life, to 
live upon a fmall penfion ; and not be- 
ing able to contribute in any other way 
to the benefit of the poor, fhe refolved 
to beftow her time, as her letter de- 
fcribes. 

Till within the laft four years ilie con- 
tinued lier labours, but was then obli- 

VOL. I. H ged 
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ged to decline the talk, from fuch ill- 
health as would not admit of her con- 
tinuing it ; and I fear flie is not 
now to be reckoned amongft the living 
examples I promifed to furnifh: and 
forry I am to add, that in a populous 
neighbourhood not one could be found 
to fupply her place when flie reluctantly 
gave up the fchooL But I bring forth 
her example in tlie full perfuafion, that 
xnany a pious widow, who has been re- 
llrained from the indulgence of the 
wifli to do good by the narrownefs of 
her circumftances, will be encouraged, 
from this recital, to purfue the fame 
method for obtaining a glorious reward 
in the maniions of eternity. 



Sept. 19, 1793. 
Madam, 
I have often taken up my pen to give you a 
detail of my fuccefs in purfuing a plan that dear 

Mrs. D fet on foot when (he was here, I 

mean a Sunday School, but was in fome fear left I 
(hould oflfend. A letter I received from her, 

dated 
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dated the roth inftant^ informs me 70U are fo 
kind as to fay you (hould be glad to hear from 
me. I am happy to inform you that I tdok out 
ofyoorbo^ky the (Economy of Charity, givien 
me by Mrs. D— — , ndany a good Icflbn which 
has been of great ufe to me as well as the poor 
children I undertook the care of. My number 
was forty ; bu« as I cotild not keep up fo great 2 
fchool on the fubfcription which is only forty- 
eight fubfcribers at one (hilling per qiiarter, 1 
have only thirty, and c^n hardly give them a 
gown, and other little matters to keep them whole. 
I make them fpin the thread for their gowns; 
part of which I get dyed blue, and have it wove 
in a ftripe. Many girls have turned out well. It 
is fix years fince I began, and I have put out eigh- 
teen to fervice, which gives me great pleafure; 
and was I a perfon of fortune, it would be my 
delight to increafe my number : but I much fear 
they will rather fall off, as many of my friends 
are gone from this place, and feveral have died ; 
ar|i4 ^^^ iron-works newly fet up here have made 
the markets fo dear that many families are leaving 
the place. The number of poor here is very great, 
and they are not an induftrious people by any 
means ;-and.I have more trouble with the parenttf 
than yith the children, to m^e them keep them 
clciin. . . 

The drefs of the girls is a ftriped blue and 
M 2 white 
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white gown> a ftraw hat, white tippet, black 
XDitts, check apron, and round cap. I fuffer 
no ribbons. I attend them every Sunday, when 
my health will permit. They have a dinner at 
Chriflmas and at Eafter ; and for rewards I buy 
a book when it is in my power, but as a poor 
penfioned widow I have not the money at com- 
mand at all times, therefore will be thankful for 
the aHiftance of any good friends to the caufe, at 
I think the inftrudion of youth to be a very good 
one ; and I pray God to give his blefling to thofd 
who were the firft promoters of it ; and I make 
no doubt but that their reward will be great* 

I am. 

Madam, 

Your obliged 

Humble fervant, 

S. P. 



The examples I have hitherto pro- 
duced, are arfapted to places where the 
ftrifteft oeconomy is neceffary ; I ihall 
now exhibit others fuited to fituations 
in which a greater latitude of expenfe 
is admiffible, and fliall begin with one 
(mentioned in page lOi of the forego- 
8 ing 
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itig work) which has been for a num* 
ber of years admirably conduced by a 
fociety of Ladies. 



Account (fa School of Induftry for Girls ^ Wider the 
patronage of/ome Ladies of fortune*. 

In this little Seminary the advantages of a 
Charity School and a Day School of Induftty are 
united, for all the Girls are taaght to fpin, knit^ 
and work at the needle ; they are alfo taaght td 
read, nor is Religious InftruBim omitted, and a few 
of them are maintained in the hoafe, and inilru^led 
in every thing requifite to qualify them &» do^ 
meflic fervants. The annual fubfcriptions ta« 
ward this fchool are in general Haifa Guinea'"^ 
the price of an Opera Ticket^ as the benevolent 
Foundrefs obferved when (he propofed its efU. 
bliihment. Here may be frequently feen young 
Ladies^ accuftomed to move in the firfl circles of 
elegance and fafhion, infped^ing the oeconomy of 
this humble fchool ! Can a public entertainment^ 
let the muiic be ever fo enchanting, afford fuch 
teal, heart-felt fatisfaftion, as the exercife of be- 
nevolence like this naturally produces ? 

If fchools of this kind are found to fucceed in 
the metropolis, there is a ftill better chance for 

* Ko. 6S, Edgeware Road, near Portman-f<|uafe. 

M 5 them 
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tbem in the country ; and I have the happinefs of 
knowing feveral which are very beneficial to their 
refpeftive neighbourhoods^ by fumiihing well- 
educated fervants, particularly one, under the pa- 
tronage and direAion of a Lady of high rank, 
eminently diflinguiihed for zeal, aftivity, and 
judgment, in the exercife of the m(S diffufive be- 
nevolence. 

In this fchool Tables of Virtues and Vicei are 
Kung up in view, and each girl receives a ticket 
every night when her condudl in the day has been 
uniformly good ; if any one has committed any 
6f the faults enumerated in the Table of Vkes^ her 
ticket IS withheld, and the ofience marked in a 
book, which is occafionally examined by the 
noble patronefs, whofe confequent difpleafure, ex. 
prefTed in a mild reprimand, is ufually foutid a 
fufficient puniihment. 



The following account of a School 
of Induftry for Girls, under die f(^e pa- 
tronage and condu6J; of a Lady in the 
higher ranks of life, i& taken from her 
ovm account of it with which the pub* 
lie was fevoured, in the year 1789, in 
a pamphlet, entitled ^^ InJiruBionsfar 
cutting out Apparel for the Poorj &c. 

prin- 
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principally intended for the afliftance 
of the patroneffes of Sunday Schools, 
and other charitable inftitiitions. With 
a Preface, containing a plan foraffift- 
ing the parents of poor children be- 
longing to Sunday School^, to clothe 
them, &€.*" 



An Account oftheSchMlcflndnJIfyatlfMrHngfird^ 
bury, in the county ef Hertford. 

As the overplus of the Sm^ay School fubfcrip- 
tion was not fufEcient to fapport a School of In- 
duilry, the parents of the children willingly agreed 
to pay three-pence per week for each fcholar. A 
finall fam of money from the Sunday Schopl fiuid 
was then laid out in purchafing materials for vari- 
ous articles of clothing at the wholefale prices* 
Thefe materials were made up in the fchools into 
clothing, which was afterwards purchafed by the 
parents, allowing them a dedad^ion of one-foorth 
part (^ the prime coft of each article. The ap. 
parel purchafed by the parents in one year was as 
ibllows : ^ 

36 Aprons, 49 caps, 11 gowns> 19 handker- 
chiefs, 9 petticoat*, 44 (hifts, 39 (hirts, 48 pair 

• SpWby J. W^Ito-, Chafing Croft. 
X M4 of 
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of ftocking«, 6 tippets^ 69 pairs of ihoes^ 2 fait* 
of boys* clothes. The total coft of this clothing 
was 33 1. 13s. 74d. It was fold for 25 1. 5 s. 
2^d« The expence to the charity was 81. 48. 
Sid. 

In this fchool, the girls are employed alter- 
nately, one week in knitting, one week in mak- 
ing new apparel, and the third week in mending 
their own clothes, or thofe of the family : — ^they 
sjt al£b taught to cut out and ciontrive the things 
they npoke. 



j^« Account of a Society for the promotion of Ittduf 
tryy in the county of Lincoln ^ from a Pamphlet bj tht 
Hev. R. G.Bouyer*. 

It appears from the interefting hiftory of the 
rife and progrefs of this inftitution (which is given 
in detail by the Rev. Author) that the funds for 
its fupport arife from three fources, viz. annual 
fubfcriptions, limited to fhejhillings each ; cafu- 
al benefaftions*; and parochial fobfc'riptions, li- 
mited to the proportion of one per cent, on the laft 
year's rate 

Upon taking a general average of the profits 
of work done in the different fchools under the 

* Sold in London by Harrifon and Co. Bookfellers, in Pater* 
Rofter Kow. 

direa^ 
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diredion of this Society^ it is clearly proved that 
135 children between 1 1 and 12 years of age, in 
the courfe of ten months, taken in the depth of 
the five preceding winters, earned the fum of 
68al. 3 s. 3d. or half a crown a week each. 
This is exclufive of all the work done in the 
other months of thofe years, exclufive of the work 
of fuch fpinners as were not expert enough to be. 
come candidates for certain prizes allotted for the 
reward of induflry, and exclufive of work done in 
other parifhes for which the fpinners coiild claim 
nothing farther than the price of their labour. 

This inilitution has been conducted with fuch 
extraordinary fuccefs, that a manufaAure for duffs 
of a very fine texture is now completely carried^ 
on in a county where, a few years ago, the chil- 
dren in general were totally abandoned to idie- 
nefs. 

The annual balls which have been given, firll 
at Alford, and afterwards at Lincoln, have been 
of fingular fervice to the undertaking. On this 
occafion a temporary building is ere^ed, the pil- 
lars of which are ornamented with w^reaths of 
flowers made of coloured wool, and feftoons of the 
fame are hung betwixt them, which when the 
room is lighted up have a beautiful effeft. Some 
Lady of high rank is ufually the patronefs of thefe 
annaal balls, and all the Ladies prefcnt wear dreffes 
made of ftuff ; thofe who have fpun their own, arc 
M 5 diftin. 
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diftingulfhed by a {sSh, which I believe is the 
produdk of the manufadure. Surely thole diftin- 
gaifhed peribnagea, who thus condefcend to appear 
ii^tbe fleecy attire of the humble cottager for the 
purpofes of charity, might eafilybe prevailed upon 
to contribute towards the eftabliihment of inflitu. 
tions of a fimilar nature in the vicinity of their 
town refidenoes. 



Account of the Day Schocl of Indufiry in the Pari/^ 
rfSt^ Marj-le^honeyfbr Boys and G/'ris, 

This School^ which is iituated in one of the 
moft opulent 2nd populous parifhes in London, was 
iftftituted in the year 1791, under the united pa. 
Cronage of many great perfonages, and other 
(Ubfcribers of the firft refpedabilit j of both fexes, 
and it has beencondufled upon fo judicious a plan^ 
that fifty poor children now attend the anniver- 
fary meeting of the Charity Schools at St. Paul's 
Cathedral, clothed by their own induftry. 

The employment of the Boys is chiefly heading 
of pins, and ciofing (hoes and boots ; the Girls are 
occupied with fpinning, knitting, and needle- 
work; and there is a fchool-room, in which a 
mafter inftnidh the children by claffes in rotation 
for an hour at a time. As this ufeful eftablifhment 
is iituated in fo confpicuous a place, and within the 
reach of all who might be inclined to recommend 

" the 
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the adoption of a fimilajr one in any otKer psfcriib 
m London, it is fufEcient to have merely men* 
tioned it. 



At the beginning of my preftnt Acl- 
drefe to Ladies, I mentioned a Society 
formed within thefe few years, to whofe 
Reports I fhould have frequent occa- 
fion to refer ; and I purpofed to give 
fonie account of this excellent Aiibcia-^ 
ation in the Appendix to the Jecond 
Volume of this work *. But as I find 
immediate occafion to have recourfe to 
the Reports for examples, it will be 
proper to anticipate hiy original inten- 
tion by giving the promifed account, 
before 1 make any other extrafts from 
the Reports. The members of this. 
moft Tefpeftable and benevolent So- 
ciety, will, I truft, excufe the liberty I 
take in availing myfelf of the great ad- 
vantage of their ufeful intelligence; 

♦ See page 6. 

H 6 and 
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and will not confider me as an invader 
of their province, lince I am aftuated 
by the fame motives as themfelves, and 
fanftioned by Royal Patronage. 



Account of the Society for bettering the Condiikn of 
the Poor^ and encreafing their comforts. 
' ** The formation of a Society for encouraging 
the induftry^ and increafing the comforts of the 
Poor^ had been in the fummer of the year 1 796, 
the fubjeft of fome converfation between the Bi- 
ihop of Durham^ Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Barnard, 
and a Gentleman^ whofe premature death )ia» iince 
been greatly lamented*." In the beginning of 
the enfuing winter, a circular Letter was pre- 
pared and addreffed^to a few friend^^ who it was 
conceived would intereft themfelves in the mea- 
fure, fetting forth the objefts of the propofed fo- 
clety, and inviting their concurrence, in bringing 
this benevolent defign into efFeft. 

" A meeting was accordingly held on the 21ft 
of December, 1796, when the Gentlemen prefent 
tame to a refolution to form themfelves into a 
Society, for bettering the condition^ and encreafing the 
comforts of the Poor; and appointed a feleA Com- 

• The Hon. Edward Jaines Elliot 

mittee. 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 253 

mittee^ to prepare a draught of regulations for 
the confideratton of the Society." 

'^ His Majesty being informed of the Plan 
and objed of the Society, was gracioufly pleafed 
to declare himfelf the Patron -of it." 

** At a fubfequent meeting, the Society came to 
the following refolution." 

*' Resolvbd, That the general objed of the 
Society be to collcA information refpe^ng the 
circumilances and fituation of the Poor, and ^he 
moft eHedlual means of meliorating their condi- 
tion, in order that any comforts and advantages- 
which the poor do now a dually enjoy in any part 
of England, may eventually be extended to every 
part of it, with as much improvement and addi. 
tional benefit as may be to the Poor ; and with a 
tendency, gradually to diminiih Parochial ex- 
pences. For the attainment of thefe ends, it ap- 
pears to the Society, that the circumftances of. 
ufeful and praBical information, derived from ex- 
perience, and dated hriefly and plainly y fo as to be 
generally read and underftood, may be of very 
great national and individual benefit: and may 
induce and enable ali well-difpofed perfons, to 
unite in the promotion of an objedl fo important 
to the happinefs and welfare of the community at 
large, ?.nd particularly of that valuable branch of 
it, the labouring Poor." 

"The 
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♦* The following are felc^d as the fubjcfts of* 
ioformation^ upon which the Society is deJirous of 
obtaining and circulating information . - 

^arifl? Re/ief—'llow it may bcft be direded for 
the benefit of the Poor. 

Friendly Socktkf — Their good eifefts, and how 
they may be beft encouraged. 

Parijh Workhoufes — The amendment of them. 

Cottages — The increaling the comfort and neat- 
nefs of them. 

Cottage Gardens — And the means of enabling the' 
Cottaget to keep a cow. 

Parijh MftSjf— For com ; and Parilh otens. 

V^ge Shops — ^For better fupplying the Poor' 
with the neceffaries of Hfe. 

Cottages^ Ftre-placeSy and Chimxiep-^Tht im« 
jMTOTement of them. 

Fuel — ^How the Poor may be beft fupplied with it. 

Apprentices— To Manufadnres, and all Parilh 
apprentices. 

County Jaih — The means and e£fe6b of relbrm. 
ing them. 

^fgg^^^ — The leaft exceptional modes of afift. 
ing them. 

Publie Rooms-^Ior the refort of die Poor in odd 
wcathcf.'l 



On the above fubje^^ the. Society has reedred 
oMickiflfeful and important information^ witji whiA 
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tht Public has been favoared in two Voloines of 
Reports*, well worthy the attention of evcrjr 
perfon, who is capable of admtniftring to the 
comfort and cdief of the Poor in any way ; and, 
I hope, that Ladies will be induced, by the fpeci^ 
mens I (hall have occa£on to produce, to restd 
and fludy them. 



+ Extradl from an Account of a School of In. 
duftry for Sixty Girls, at Bamburgh Caftle, by the 
Rev. R. G. Bouyer. 

" Sixty Poor Girls, elefted from the townfhip 
and neighbourhood of Bamburgh, in the County 
of Northumberland, are taught to fpin jerfey and 
flax, to knit, to few, to mark, and are alfo in- 
truded in Religion, pfalmody, reading, writing, 
and the deinentary parts of arithmetic. None are 
admitted under the age of five years. Twelve of 
the youngeft are only taught reading and knitting ; 
the remainder are divided into two fets, of twenty- 
four each, when the School is complete, which are 
alternately employed for a week at a time, in two 

* A cheap editioa price; 4s. ha* been lately publiihed,. 
fold by J. Hatcherd, Piccadilly, tec. There are alfo foxne 
cheap Pamphlets, confifting of particular Reporta for ge- 
neral difperfion. 

f Taken from tha Repq|ts of the Society for betteiiog the^ 
condition of the Poor* 

different 
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di^rent rooms^ fupenntended each hy a dlfTerent 
miftrrfs." 

" The lower room u about forty feet, long, 
twenty feet broad, and above twenty feet high. 
This is wholly appropriated to fpinning : the 
jerfey fpinners, occupying the floor with twelve 
wheels, and a large reel ; and the flax.fpinners, em- 
ploying the like number of foot-wheels in an open 
gallery, about feven feet high, eredled for that 
yurpofe, along one fide of the room, fo that 
the miftrefs has a full view of the whole num- 
ber at once. Thefe are again fub-divided, fo as 
to work three days in the week on the gallery, 
and three on the floor." 

*' The upper room, for fewing and knitting, is 
about eighteen feet fquare ; it is high, and well 
lighted on the three fides. Here the youngeft 
girls do no other work than knitting : the twenty- 
four elded few in the morning, and knit in the af. 
temoon." 

** Befide the two miftreffes attending thcfe two 
rooms, a mailer is employed in a fmaller room 
near the fewing fchool, in their inftru»^ion as 
above-mentioned. For this purpofe, the whole 
number is divided into fix clafles, being taken in 
rotation from the works, and remaining with him 
each one hour a day. He likewife reads ah ap. 
propriate Form of Prayers to the whole School 
every morning, ^and keeps the account of their ab- 

ftnce. 
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£ence> and of the after-mentioned tickeb. On 
Sundays the Scholars of both SchooU alTenible in 
the boy's School, where a prepafratory Form of 
Prayer is ufed, and a pfalm fung : after which 
they go down in proceHion with their mailers and 
miftreifes to the Parilh Church, where feats are 
provided for them." 

'* There are apartments for the two mtilrefres 
and the mafter, among the buildings occupied by 
the female School.of Induftry. The falaries of theie 
three teachers, and the expences of fuel for all the- 
s^rtmeitts, are defrayed by the truft." 

" The whole profit of the work is divided 
among the Scholars ; a fmall part weekly, but the 
bulk of it annually at Chriftmas, in the following 
manner : The miftrefs and mafter h&ve tickets to 
diftribute among them daily, according to their 
diligence^ or good behaviour ; and to be with. 
drawn or diniinifhed, on account of any fault, ac- 
cording to certain rules, printed for their ufe ; and 
riie annual diftribution of profit is made in exadl. 
proportion to the number of tickets that each 
Scholar has received or prefer ved during .thr 
year." 

'* Thefe girls attended only as day Scholars, 
until the end of Oftober laft, when twelve were 
admitted as inmates, between the agea of feven and 
nine, to be provided with food, cloathing, and 
lodging, at the expence of the Charity^; toward- 

which. 
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whschy however, the profits of their work is re- 
ceived. They chiefly confift of children, living 
at too great a diflance to attend the School ; and, 
in the eleftion of thein> a preference was given to 
orphans, and other deftitute children. They are 
meant to remain there till they are fourteen or 
fifteen years old. A Cow is kept for them, 
which in the kil year or two of their time, it is 
intended they fhall milk ; and that as they ad- 
vance tn ftrength, they ihall occafiorially, and in 
turnsi be employed in washing and mending their 
own clothes, in drd&ng the visuals, and in clean^. 
itig the rooms, by which means they will be 
completely prepared for good fervices, which it 
will be the endeavour of th^ tmft to procure for 
thcra, with fmtable encouragement &r their em.- 
ployers andthemfdtves," 

- **■ There is every re^fon to. hope, that the pro- 
dace of their work wiU fo dimini&i the expence of 
their maintenance, as to enable the tniftees to ex- 
tend this ^benefit to a greater proportion of the 
whole number, without much additional charge 
to the Charity, Every one of the twelve, now 
admitted on this footing, has knit herfelf one, wA 
kfmt two pair of dockings, and was completely 
taught to fpin jerfey within the firft quarter, 
though never acquainted with thofe works before. •» 
**• Nothing now remains but to ftate the nae- 
thod taken to provide employment. The greateft 

difficulty 
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difficulty was in rcfped to fewing. In order to 
bring this kind of work within their reach, hand- 
bills were diftribuled in the neighbouring towns 
and villages, giving notice, that it would be per- 
fbijned at half the nfual rates ; and hj the good 
management of the miftrefs, it was fo well exe. 
cuted, that work fooncanie in, andftill continues 
from alt quarters, as much as can be executed, if 
not more* And the redcidtion in price to young^ 
Ibfyants, atld unmarried labourers, is found to be 
«8 moch a Charity to tie purdiafer, as to the 
dlikfeen/' 

- » " The fiax is bought on the beft terms ; and, 
Wlieii fymif it is wove and bleached in theParilh. 
By the eare of the miftrefs) tmd. the weaver, in 
ftrting the'thriead, according to its quality, the 
cloth has bean afl very good and lerviceable ; and 
after allowing the children the ufual fpinning 
prices, has, abundantly repaid all the charges of 
materials and worfcmanlhip." 

♦* Wool is purchafed of Ae farmers after Iheer- 
ingtime; and a large fodffl, with all proper con. 
Veniencies is approprialted to the nfe of a manu- 
fofturer, who is employed in forting, dying, and 
combing it. The jerfey, when fpun, is doubled 
by fome of the children ; and then brought back 
to the combing.rooro, where there is alfo a twift. 
ing-mill, forfinifhing it a^ worfted. Part of this 
is fdUd I pa^t employ! the knitters, and fome it 

fent 
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fent to Berwick; and it does not appear, that 
there will be any difficulty or lofs, either of the 
ftockings or of the worfted," 

Observations, 

^' The produce of the tickets at Bamburgh 
School is diftributed in money. In general, it 
is profitable to beftow it in cloathmg : as in many 
parts of England, the fathers would carry th^ 
money to the ale-houfe, or the mothers lituy finery 
tot themfelves. In Northumberland, fuch are th$. 
good habits and ceconomy of the poor, th^ ther^ 
is no danger of fuch a mifapplication ; and ttpon^ 
the firft introdu^ioxr of work into the Schpol^it 
was found expedient, by the aUarem^t , of a pay«r 
ment in money, to engage the parents' cqnfent to 
it, inflead of their chikirea being employed: at 
fy&, in reading, writing, and arithmetic^ the. 
whole day." 

'^ The manner in which work has been.proTided 
for this School at Bamburgh CaMe, is extremely, 
deferving of attentiott> on account of its being 
prafticable and beneficial in every part of£ng^: 
land ; it not only removes the great difficulty in 
the fupport of Schools- of Ind|iftry, that of ob- 
taining regular employpient for the children, but ^ 
affords a cheap fupply of cloathing to the neigh, 
bourhopd." ' . 

*^ The providing of diniiers for the day Scho- 
lars of Schools of Induftry. at, a, very cheap rate, 

would 
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would be very ufeful in other' counties^ but it » 
no fo much wanted in Northumberland^ as the 
poor in the North have the advantage of pofieffing 
more management and Qcconomy> with regard to 
their food, than thofe in the other parts of £ng. 
land." 



The foregoing Jnterefting detail was 
written by the Rev. Author of the 
Pamphlet before referred to, concern* 
ing the Lincoln Society. What an im- 
provement Ihould we fee, even in our 
own time, in the morals and manners 
of the common people, were there in 
every large Parifli in the Kingdom 
fuch an eflabliihment as this, fupported 
either by the Poor's rates, or by Sub- 
fcriptions and endowments ! And what 
ihould hinder, would the inhabitants 
but unite with zeal and liberality for fo 
ufeful a purpofe ? Rooms might, per- 
haps, be eafily found, if not, they 
might be erefted in a plain way^ at a 
moderate experice ; and furely the dif- 
ferent articles of clotheing might be 

eafily 
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cafily difpofed of by proper exertions; 
many of them would find a ready fale, 
upon the Plan already defcribed in the 
account of the Hartingfordbury School; 
and the \yorkhoufe Poor, are always 
cuftomers for cloathing fome where. 

I fhall now produce the example of 
the Lewiiham School, which, in many 
refpe6bs, bears a refemblance to the 
foregoing ope. . 



An Account of the Le<wijham School of Induftry^ 
ni given hy John Fofter^ Efq, * 

*' In April, 1796, a meeting of the inhabitanU 
of Lewifliam was calkd> for the purpofe-of ietting 
up a School of IiKlaftry, fot the children of that 
pariih. The.fubfcribers canae to a refodution to 
prepare acconvnodations for the reception t>f fixty 
children, and the houfe was opened on the 30 th of 
May, 1796. 

'* The children are admitted on the recommen- 
^tion of fubfcribers, and by order of the com- 
mittee. In fummer the School is open from fix 
©'clock in the morning to fix at night ; and in 
winter during the hoars of day-light. But the 

• From, the Reports of the So^y fyc botttting 1^ Conw 
dition of tke Poor. 

children 
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children have ufually finiihcd their taflc hy two 
o'clock : they then go away, unle£bj which ia the 
cafe with fome of them, they fr^/er to work on 
their (nvn account. They receive two meals a day, 
ft breakfaft and a dinner ; one hour being allowed 
for dinner, and half an hour at breakfaft. They 
are employed in fpiiining, winding, and knitting ; 
and one boy in weaving. The prefent weaver it 
an a^ive boy> not ten years of age : his predecef- 
fqr had been employed bat a very little time be- 
fore he had an ofifer of a permanent engagement 
at a cotton mill. In rotation they all receive 
lelTons in reading. The children's weekly main- 
tenance is eftimated at one (hilling and fixpenoe 
pef head ; and where they earn more in a 
week (as fome do fixpence a week, and fome a 
fhilling) they are paid, and carry home the over- 
plus. One little boy, (who came from the work« 
houfe with but a bad charadler, but who now pof- 
feffes a vtry great one) earns not lefs than a (hil- 
ling a week : he has, during the laft month, put 
into the mafter's hands, in truil for him, the fam 
of five (hillings. In the cafe of the pari(h chil- 
dren, who are maintained entirely at the parifh 
expence, there is, as yet, no certain allowance ; 
but they are rewarded according to their induftry 
and good behaviour. It is however in contem- 
plation to make them a certain allowance ; pro- 
bably a fixth of their earnings, 

** Spinning 
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. ** Spinning wheels are lent, and materials are 
fumifhed at home, for any of the adult inhabitants 
of the parifh, who wifh employment ; and they are 
paid for their work upon delivery. A fuit of 
clothes, made of the cloth, and camblet of their 
own manufadure, is yearly given to the children 
who attend the fchool, as a reward for their good" 
behaviour, and to enable them to appear decently 
and regularly at church on Sundays. ' 

*' In the infancy of a manufadlure there is ne- 
ceflarily a lofs, from the wafte of raw materials. 
In the prefent inftance, it mud be admitted, that 

. very little profit accrued from the labour of the 
children during the firft fix months, but for the 
next half year the profit was gradually increaf. 
ing, and it advanced fo much, that at the end of 

,the year, on the 30th of May, 1797^ the net pro- 
fit of the manufactory had amounted to £• S5* 
That profit may be fairly ftated at Z*. 100 a year 
in future. The School of Induftry now fupplics 

. the FariQi work-houfe with mod of the neceflary 
articles of clothing ; befides which there is a dock 
of knitted dockings, and of camblets and werfted 
in the warehoufe, to be fold by wholefale and 
retail. The demand for them has been gradually 
increafing ; and the inhabitants have found their 
advantage in the purchafe of them. 

The weekly expenfe of the family, upon an 
average, is three-pence a Jicad per day j including 

the 
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the twenty parilh children ♦, and the mailer and 
midrefs, and their own two children, who have 
their three meals a day, and lodge in the houfe. 
Far each of the parifti children the c^aWiihment 
is allowed three (hillings a week ; which it near 
£. 50 a year lefs than the expenfe of merely fced^ 
ing them in the workhoafe during the preceding 
year. 

*' The good health which the children hav^ 
uniformly enjoyed has been remarkable ; feveral 
of them who were weak and fickly aj their ad. 
roilfion, have fmce become healthy and vigorous ; 
to which their new habits of cieanlinefs and regu- 
larity, and the exercife of fpinning by hand, 
wheeh, in an airy apartment, as well as their diet 
which is nutritious and ptentiful, may probably 
have conduced. The improvement ki their mo- 
rals and behaviour has been equally fatisfaaory 
to the wifhes of the promoters of the inftitution. 
It is found that, in proportion as the children be. 
come Ikilful and ufeful, their parents and friendij,* 
learning their value, become defirous of with- 
drawing them, becaufe they can emjJoy them to 
more advantage. This has already been the cafe 
of many, and generally has happened in the courfe 

• This number occafionaUy varies, there have been twenty- 
three in the fchool at a time 5 but the number will probably 
be much lefs. 

VOL. I. N pf 
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of fix moatbs after they have been received into 
the fchool : as the habits of order and induftry, 
which the children acquire there, render them fo 
dcfireablc as apprentices, that though there has 
been a difficulty heretofore, in finding fitoations in 
private families for any pariih children, becaufe 
/i^ came wt of a nmrk^ufe, yet they are now 
fought for, and the parifh is relieved from the cx- 
penfe of their maintenance at a much earlier age, 
than if they had beenkept in the wprk.houfe. 

** One very great advantage xefulting from 
this cftablifhment, and from its neceffary connec. 
tion with the poor of the parifh is, that the gen. 
tleroen who have interefted themfelvcs in its fuc. 
cefs, have thereby been induced to take a very 
aftive part in the management of the poor ; and 
one of them, Robert Saunders, Efq. is now ferv. 
ing the office of overfeer for his fe<;ond year. It 
wUl be obvious, that a great benefit to the poor, 
and a confideraWe faving to the pariih muftbe the 
' confequence of this inftitution. The poor arc 
Biore hapftr, and better taken care of than they 
were before; and the faving from the new fyf. 
tem wiU hardly be lefs than £. 500 a year. 

" By the preceding account it will appear, how 
much may, at a fmall expenfe, be ?ffeaed by a 
judicious and fpirited adoption of one of the mea. 
fares, diieftcd by the ftatutc 43 of Elizabeth. It 
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is needlefs to obferve upon the effefts which this 
eftabliihment has necelfarily produced on the mo. 
rals^ the cleanlinefs, and the health of the chi|. 
dren ; who being now habituated to induftry, iq. 
ftrudled in reading, and accuftomed to a regular 
attendance on divine fervice, are bred up in the 
knowledge and pradice of obedience and rever- 
ence io their Creator, and of that utility which 
he has enjoined as a duty tp their fellow-crea* 
tures, 

** Beiides the advantages of feparating the paw 
tiih children from the contagion of thofe difTolute 
ami profligate charadlers, which are to be found 
in all work-houfes, the maintainii^ of them at a 
kfs expenie, and the educating of them in the ha* 
bits of induftry and virtue, circumftances • which 
apply to the parifh children removed from the 
work-houfe to the School of Induftry, it (houldbe 
ebSifYtdy that a very great relief is alfo given to 
the other poor of the pariih, by eafing the parents of 
tht burthen of maintaining fo many of their chil. 
ixtn, and by giving the mothers profitable em* 
ploymcnt at home; a relief, that by improving 
the circumftances of the cottager, has a juft and 
honourable tendencyto reduce the poors rates, 

'* Eftablilhments like th^t at Lewifham, have- 

alfo the merit of correfling the little pilfering ha<» 

bit! of the infant poor, the fource of fo manjr 

M 2 N vices 
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vices and crimes in fociety; and of prefer ving 
tkem from idlenefs and bad example, and training 
them in virtuous and indaftrious habits, fo as to 
make them bieflings to their parents, and ufeful 
and valuable members of fociety. 



Such is the Report of the Lemijham 
School of Indtiftryj which reftcfts iiigh 
honour on the projeftor and conduc- 
tors of it It will be obferved.that in 
this School the children, in rotation^ 
receive leflbns in reading ; if to thefe a 
lliort lefture on a religious or moral 
fObjeB were added (which a whole clafe 
could receive at the fame time) this hi- 
ilitution would, in my opinion, be a 
complete model fbr imitation. 

The following account of the 
Grey Coat School, at York, is given 
merely for the encouragement of fuch 
Ladies as may be defirous of refcuing 
poor Girls fi»m the fame wretched con- 
dition. 



An 



d by Google 



APPENDIX., 2(>9. 

. An Extras from Mrs, Cappf'f Pamphlet^ Cfitt^er/nnjf 
the Grey School at York ♦• 

" T^ie Grty School at York was founded at 
the beginning of tbe pnefent century for twenty 
Girls^ who were boarded with, a maftcr 9nd imT. 
trefs^ who engaged to teach them to read, write, 
feVj knitj ^dlpia worftedr The Giris weielike- 
VJ/e to be taught u> witfhj and do other houfehold 
wodc ; aiMi when tj^y left the fchool watt to be 
tK>0Qd appnentice. for four yc^ • to Any dfecent fa* 
miXy wJbo.migbt be dofiraua of taking them. Af. 
tnyfeoA^p the- 8l0d# oC tbi» dmiiy' baiung in. 
cfmfMf. the mmA^t oS QkW m« augmented to. 

^ Qfttmo^ ^1 ft9Mm(mt> ^ &ft i^npisffioii 
would psotoftblyt hs qittf^ i»if«¥<H«:^ nbfi iqfbitia. 
ti»:fc B^ft^Vk^' tk 9bi^ft tbw «Pri<i *e no 
d^btr. \ p^<S^«^li^eve]b. to ^tet 9i fym- iiAst 
i#,ot4^ ttf^ih^M^ Iww' fir *aA o^jftS^ w«i «irttainr. 
at*?,. 

*• l!eif>a*t. Xo^c on a, viftt, iath^ yj^fi Vfith 
Ih^ar^th^^^. ^h(d fte^ueptly lapmioii^di. a«4l 
ahvayi, in tonps of n^gret^ This Cha^Mor Sdi^oOi: 
fbjr^ ^^ tj it.w«j5 faidi wa^ a ufefbl inftitulion,,and. 
upop the whjfile well conduced ; but i^ ibmeho^ 
or other happened that very few of ^p Qi«b: twofid 

* Referr^to. in {»agi^, 91^ <^tbf« work* 
f Under the Uxat trufteeihip I fuppofe. 

N 3 out 
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out weH ; that many of them were fickly, remark- 
ably low of ftature, and that their whole ap^ar- 
ance was very unfavourable. One day this fubjeft 
was mehtioned in the presence of the gentleman of 
this city, who had for many years attended this 
fchool as a inedicalman^ and who ftill attends it : 
he lamented that the opinion generally entertained 
of the ichool was but too juft> and added^ that to' 
his knowledge there were at that time jiine mifer- 
able Girls who had been educated in it, who 
lived the mod fcandalous lives. It ftrock me in-- 
ftantly that efiedb fo uniform muft proceed either 
from fome fatdt in the original conftitution of the 
School itfclf, or from the manner in which k was* 
conduced, and I determined, if it everwere^ ifty 
power, thoroughly to invdttgate the fubjelit. 

In the year 1785,1 new building bdng oofli-' 
pleted for the reception of the Girls bdonging to 
the charity ; Mrs. Grey and myfdf havings at ■ 
it was thought, kad fome fuccefs in the eftabHlK- 
ment of the fpinntng fchool, were reqoefted by the 
governors to givfc our opinion refpefting t^e re- 
gulations fo much wanted in the Grey Cttat Schobl^ 
and our affiftance towards putting it in executloii; ' 
and two other Ladles were alfo applied to fdk the 
famepurpofe*." "' -^: ' ' 

• Mrs. Cji>pcf f Paojphlef, iC'xfc' ' ' 

' Tfce 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 271 

The following extrafts will ferve to give a 
comparative view of the ftate in which the Ladies 
of York found the Grey Coat School^ when they 
engaged in the regulation of it ; and the happy 
fruits of their good management : 

Feb. 2, ^786. 

«* Tlie Ladies have vifited the Grey Coat School 
this morning, hare had fome converfation with the 
Mailer and Miftrefs, and have feen the children. 
They have alfo taken down their refpedive names, 
ages, years of admiffion, and likewifis fome ac« 
count of their behaviour fince they were placed 
with their prefent Mafter and Miftrefs. 

<* This was done for the purpbfe of forming fome 
general idea of their moral habits, as well as of 
their outward appearance ; both being previoufly 
neceflary before any opinion can be given of their 
prefent ftate, 

** The Ladies are very forry to find, in the 
firft place, that thefe poor children are extremely 
ignorant* ; that the greater part of them make a 
prad^ice of taking every thing that falls in their 
way, fuch as bread, foap, candles, &c, &c. and of 
denying that they have done it, fo that notwith. 
(landing there are now two girls in the fchool; 

* It 18 a fa^, that mzny of them cquld not count (b fit as 
twenty. 

w 4 aged 
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aged fourteen, who have been in it feven years j 
and twelve from fourteen to fixteen, who have 
been in it fix years, yet there are not any, who 
could at prefent be received into any decent fa* 
mily, thefe being faults, which more than any 
other, would exclude them." 



i8oo.- 
*' Of the fuccefs which has attended the exer- 
tions of the patronelfes, the requell in which the 
Girls are now held in this city as fervants, would 
make it quite unneceiTary to fay any thing, were 
it not for the fake of informing, thofc who are not 
acquainted with this fa^, 

^' Sonne are married, and become the decent in. 
^uftrious mothers of families ; others are in fer. 
vice, many ftill in the places to which they were 
•firft hired, where they arc much valued ; and all 
who have left the fchool, for the laft few ytSitSf, 
(hew the greateft attachment to it, and regard tht 
matron as an affedionate tender parent, 

*' The miftreffes are chofen from among the 
girls themfelves. She who now teaches to read, 
(ew, knit, (pin line, &c. is twenty.five years of 
age ; (he was firft wool-miftrefs /even yeariy and 
was then preferred to her prefent fituation, which 
Ihe has filled the laft two years and a half with 
the greateH credit to hei^elf,. and benefit to the is. 
ftitution." 

Having 
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Having {hewn by a former exainpki 
what 2ipoor pen/ioned widow was capa,- 
bfe of doing in the practice of charity, 
I ihall now produce ai^ inftaince Qf twQ 
maiden Jijiers (one of them a laily of 
great literary ftinie) who inftrud the. 
poor by thotifands! The dlablifhment 
founded by Mils Hannah and Mife 
Martha l^lore, is that which I ^Uud^ 
to, called 

THE MENpIP SCHOOLS. ' 

T^efe Schools wese cdaUiihed in th^ yeaii 
^79^9. and fLif^ £uia^ in that part qf ^mexfet- 
Ihir^ betwe^ Wells and Bridol^ and the Chann4 
which divide Wal^s from England. Tl\ey ex- 
tend oyer twelve pariflies, which are difperfcd 
aver a diftrift of country, about twenty-five miles 
in diameter. The number of thofe vho. attfsnd 
ihefe £:hp9l$j in4vfii4g ohiidfen mi pj^rents^ i& 
ol^ut thre^ tl^pufapd* 

As this inftitution is fully defcribed 
in the Reports of The Society for ietter-^ 
ing the Condition qf the Fo&r^ and 
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in a finall detached pamphlet *, it 
would be fuperfluous to give a fer-r 
ther account of it here : but, for the 
honour of my fex, I could not forbear 
producing this inftance, which may 
likewiie ferve as a corroborating proof 
of my opinion refpeftingthe abilities 
of Ladies to be extenfively ufeful 4n 
the propagation of religious knowledge 
among the poor. 

It is true that few people, compara- 
tively,' can command the leifure requi- 
fite for executing plans upon fo wide a, 
fcale; nor are the occafions which offer 
for doing fo very frequent; fuch ex- 
traordinary exertions as havelieen made 
in refpeft to the Mendip Schools^ c^n 
6nly be neceflary where there is no re- 
fident clergyman, and no other altcr-^ 
native but to leave the poor in ignOK 
xance and profligacy, or to the cliaijce 
of their following itinerant preachers^ 
or being feduced by popiih ^ijiiifaf ie& ^ 

*♦ Sold by Hatchard^ If iccadilly, price 3d. 

The 
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The following Example is referred 
to in page 134, of the foregoing work. 
From fome converfation which I acci- 
dentally had with a Lady, who takes a 
very adive part in the management of 
this School, I underftand, that it is 
condufted upon a very confident Plan: 
the children are educated as DiffinterSf 
but without any prejudices againft the 
EJiahliJhed Churchy and they go regu- 
larly to tlieif appropriate places of pub- 
lic worfhip. The lules and regulations 
of the School are fuch as do high cre- 
dit to the Founders, and the girls are 
placed out with great care when they 
leave the School to go to fervice. This 
Inftitution appears to be well guarded 
from the attempts of InfideU and Fa* 
natics. 



The Ofigin and D^Jtgft of the Female Infiituttoity in 
addithtt to the Shakeffear* s^Walk Schoo/, twill appeaf 
from the foUonmng Letter ^ addrejfed to the Treafurer^ 
ManagerSy and Subfcrihers to that ancient and exceL 
knt Charity y at their Annual Meetingy on Eajler Mon-^ 
dar^Jprilyh, 1 792. 

. N 6 Gl^NTLEMENj 
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The Inftrnakm of the Children of the Poor, has 
been always confidered, by the wife and good^ as 
a fpecifs of charity in which the moft valuable 
interefts of their fellow- creatures are united. Wc 
have feen with pleafure^ that Inftitution which is 
the more immediate objed of your benevolent and 
pious attentioBy rifing in its importance, under the 
fmiles of Heaven on your continued exertions* 
While we are ambitious to copy your Example in 
a purfuit fo laudable, we are encouraged by your 
Succefs. All muft admit the importance of the 
Female Charaffer in evety rank of life. The prin- 
ciples and condud of Women in the lower ranki 
(land in very clofe connexion with the well-being 
of Families, and the gdod of the Community. 
With thefe conviAions, and, at the fame time, 
deeply fcnfible of the vice and profitgacy of num. 
bets of our Sex, and the many ten^tations to 
which young Fefloales are inevitably expofed in 
this licentioMS age; we have formed a defign, as 
an addition to your excellent and well conducted 
Charity, to eftablifh, patronize and recommend an 
inftitutioa for Cbthing poor Girh — refcuing them 
from ignorance and ieHeneff^-^and imflanting, betimes , 
thofe principles nvhich may prove, tinder God, the heft 
guard to their 'virtue, and mofi effeStmUy promste their 
tempotai and eternal good. We hope the very great 
encouragement our deiign has met whh> in foihort 

a time, 
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a rimej nutj be conficfered as a pre&ge of futvro 
fuccefs. 

We cannot bat vifh this Female Inftitution 
may be under our DinQion and Management : the 
prc^riety of whldi, we well knowj bus been fiuic* 
tsdned by tjie opinion of Gentlemen trdy reipec^ 
table for their underflaQdiAg and experience. But 
we would not be underftood as wiihing the ma. 
nagement to be in our hands any longer than it 
fhall appear* to You and the Public* fuch as is 
noil likely* under Providence^ to attain its moft 
important obje^. At the fame time* be aiTured* 
Gentlemen* that we wiU* with pleafure and gnu 
titude* avail ourfelves of your advice and a^f* 
tance; which we cannot doubt of your readinefs 
to give. 

That fuccefs may ever crown your laudable en. 
deavoavs ; andihat we may be* in fome degree* in. 
ftrumental in incftafing the fum of virtue* piety 
4md happtneft* is the wi(h and prayer o^ 

GSKTLEMSN* 

Your fellow^laboerers in the field of 
Humanity and Benevolence* 
The Patronesses of die intended 
Female laftatution* 

SfVE^TT.TH&SB ^leNATVRM* 

p. S, We flatter ourfelves that our defiga will 
meet with the approbation of the Reverend Mi. 

niflers who fo kindly €»gage.in the Shakefpear's. 

.Walk 
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Wa&.Ledliire; andearneftly re^uefi their pious. 
Advice and fervent Prayers. 

Resolved unanimously. 
That the Thanks of the Treafurer, Managers, and 
Sabfcribers to the Shakefpear's . Walk Charity 
Sdibol, affembled on Eafter Mmiday, 1792, be 
given, to the LAoies, the Founde&s of the 
Female School: 

That they confider it as a very valuable addition, 
to their own : 

That they highly approve and applaud thei? 
Defign ; ahd will be ever ready to aflift in attain, 
ing th&end of their public-fpirited and pious en^ 
deavours : 

. And that the Treafurer be requeued to tranfinit 
to them thefe Refolutions. 

C. Sk ELTON, Chairman. 
C. JsRDEJbN, Treafurer^ 
Resolved unanimously. 

That the Miniilers engs^^ed in the ShakefpearV 
Walk Ledure, prefent at the Annual Meeting on 
Eafter Monday, 1792, highly approve the pub- 
lic-fyirited and pious defign of the Ladies, the 
Founders of the Female School, — ^moft cor. 
dially wifh them foccefs — ^and ihall be happy ii^ 
.by their Advice and PrayerS| they may aid their 
DefigDf 

C, SxsLTONj Cbainmm. 

Ladies 

.... » ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC. 



▲PPEKDIX, 279 

Ladies who have young famiiies,^ 
having but httle time at their difpo- 
fal, it cannot be expefled of them, 
to give nsiuch perfonal attendance at 
Charity Schools; but I could produce 
infiances of fome good mothers, who 
take their turn. in. rotation^ as vifitors 
at Sunday Schools^ and am happy in 
being able to number among my par- 
ticular friends the wife of a Clergy- 
man, in a remote village in affluent 
eircumfiances, who, by having a clafk 
of children at her own houfe on Sun- 
days> perfprmathe double duty of in- 
flru6ling the children of the Pcjpr, and 
improving her owulittle family-*-! co^ld 
alfo produce a long lift of fingle La- 
di^, who moft affiduoully perform, this 
charitable work, were I permitted to 
name them; and I cannot forbear men- 
tipning^ thatj^wo, of t^efe Ladies (who 
are ftfters) were amongft the firft of 
t;heir fijic, to adopt the Plan of Sunday 
SchoQk^ m ^coiffequence of a Letter, 
, ,;j publiflied 
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puWiffied by Mr. Raikes in the Glou- 
Ccfter' Journal in tKe year 1784, fince 
which, to the p^'efent^time, their bene- 
rblent labours have been purfued with 
iinreinittitig zeal, and judieibtts— iKft* 
nagement, to the great bei;iefit of the 
neighbourhood in whidi ^hiey reiide, 
2lnd with great fatlsfkftien to them* 
felves^^Inftead of eftablifliing a School 
for the puvpdfe, thefe I^dfes have pro- 
moted the* practice oflndttjiry, by giv- 
ing occafional rewards of clothing,' 
&c. accompanied with kind commen- 
dations to ^fueh feWldren as have parti* 
iularly deferved thfeff liotrce. •' - • 
- I have allb met \^th ybui% Ladies, 
who have turned the accibmplifhih^tS' 
of a liberal education to^ charitable 
purpofes, by making drftAvihgs, working 
embroidery, &c. 'for fale, and appro-^ 
priating the profite tb the fupptfrt of 
Schools for poor cliildfen. In ftort, 
no, expedient has been left tmtried by 
fiich <rf my fex^ ad have •coaviti^^ 

' them- 
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themielves of the utility of thefe Schools, 
and of their owa abilities to contribute 
to their fupport; and I could wifh to fee 
a Regifter of them, as they would 
clearly prove^ that where the inclination 
for doing good in this way exifts, the 
means are feldom wanting^ 



I fear I ihall be fufpeAed of parti- 
ality toward my own fcx, in keeping 
back the following examples, aa ac-. 
coFdlng to theoDdec obferved,, ia tiieat* 
ixig qS the difiemnfc d)efei:j|ilioQs: of 
iSc^lOC^ in. the foFegoingpage8,(lhey were 
entitled to the firft place, as treating of 
Charity Schools ; but in an Addrefh to 
Ladk^y the preference will, I hope, \m 
thought exGufeble,. and I will nom give 
the Gentlemen their tuni> and for the 
encouragement of fuch benevolent per- 
fons as may wiih to eftablifli a Charity 
School of any kind, but are deterred by 
the s^parent difficulty of the under*, 
taking ; and as a fartlier inftance, that 

the 
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the particular bleffing of Providence 
attends this mode of Charity, I add the 
following 

Account of the Orphan House, at Halle, in 
Saxony, given by Bishop Kenket, in his Ser- 
mon preached at the Anniverfary Meeting of the 
Charity Schools in London and Weftminfter, at 
the PariHi Church of St. Sepulchre's, in the year 
X716. 

'^ The Divine guardianlh^ (lays the good Bi- 
(hop,) has lately appeared after a wonderful man- 
ner in the education of poor children, as well as iii 
the common protection ^f them. Many perfons 
befeprefent, have feen a iate Book, entitled, Tttta*^ 
HiJlenfii: or, afMc demmfimtlon of tbi foo^efs of 
m Divine Being yet in the «worid^ im an hifiorical ^mr-^ 
ration of the Orphan Houfe^ and other Charitable Jn^ 
Jlitutions at Glaucha, near HaUt^ in Saxony, This 
Book was written by an eminent profeffor of Dir 
vinity of that town, and Diredor of the pious 
Foundations there, and it feems to be written, 
with a great air of integrity, clothed in modefty 
and humility unaffefted. What a furprizing ac- 
count is there given of that Charity School^ or Orphan 
Hottfe, or Hofpital for Children ! How mean was 
the beginning of it, from a little alms.box> fixed 
at the Minifter's ftudy door ! What inconfiderable 

mites 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 283 

mites were at firft dropped into it! How did the 
forry Fund^ for fome time^^ hardly afford a few 
books for the poor children I fiut how by degrees 
did God open the hearts and hands of ftrangers^ till 
infcnfibly there was enough to provide fiift a room 
for the Charity Schooty then materials for a houfej 
then to lay the foundations^ and again to enlarge 
them beyond the firft proje^^ and at laft^ by fea. 
fonableand unexpedled fopplies^ to make upfo fair 
and large a School and Hofpital^ and fort of Unt. 
veriity, as no age hath before feen. Nay, after 
all, to maintain it and improve it with no fettled 
endowment ; but by contingent prefents, and 0c«' 
fional contributions only, I confefa nothing in 
the .world feems more providential, or rather more 
miracttlous." 



What would the good Bifhop have 
faid, had he lived to know that this 
Orphan School hais, in co-operation with 
the Society for promoting Chri/iian^ 
KnawledgCy been the means of fpread- 
ipg this knowledge among the Hea- 
thens, by fixmifhing Miffionaries for 
the Eaft Indies? 

To tlie, above, I could wifli to add 

ade- 
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a detailed account, which I once had 
in my poiTeffion, of the rife and pro- 
grefi of a Charity School in a princi- 
pal Town in England, but it is loft 
or miflaid, and I am not able to pro- 
duce it in its original form ; however, 
the fads made a ftrong unpreffion on 
^my memory, and I cannot on thia 
occafion forbear to relate them. The 
narrative! allude to. was written by tlw. 
fQundfir of the in^itutipni 



The Founder rf this School wm niafter of a 
trading vcffel, and hi« mind having been power- 
fnHyftrqak wit& olTferVin^ ifie ' deplorable igno. 
ranpc; o( the childreQ of tl^ popii ia. his Q^hbour*. 
hoqd^ he fetrmed the pious and beneyoknt refcHu**. 
ti6n. of dexoting the tenth jmrt of th^ pxpfit of 
every fature voyage to the purpofe of founding a 
CWity Schooh On bis next return the good 
captaio bfg«i to execute his proje^ by pattipg 
(as I think} a foall number of children as day 
feholars ; and he was fo fuccefsfitl. ip ^vefy fucce^- 
iQg voyage,, as to. he able to improve his plan on 
every arrival at home. This extraordinary ftic- 

cefa 
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cefs hepiouily attributed to the blefling of Heaven 
on his undertaking, and he lived to fee the froitft 
of his labours in a Charity Scho(d for Boys and 
Girls built and endowed, in which, at the time I 
had the account of it, a confiderable number of 
children were inftruded, clothed, and, I believe, 
maintained in the houfe. Nor were the founder's 
own children lefs benefited than thofe his benevo* 
lenoe had tbus/kindly adopted: they weee all prof* 
perous in the world, and each of his fons teftifieci 
his convidlion that this ^rofpcrity was, in the 
iirft inllance, the reward of his father's good 
work, by becomfng, in his turn, a willing con- 
tributor to tbefu^rt of an inftitfrtidn to which 
they all coixceived tbey owed/o much of .comfoit 
and happinefs. 



What I have thus imperfe6lly related 
mud be known to many peifons now 
living; and the original paper is, I 
fhould fuppofe, in the hands of a rela^ 
tion of the excellent writer of it. 
Should thefe pages meet the eye of 
any one who has the power to indulgd 
my wiilies, I requeft that I may be fa- 
voured with a^ copy of it, for future 

infer- 
2 
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infertion ; for it is really a duty to fo- 
ciety, to let the light of fiich good works 
Jkine before meriy as the example might 
be of extenfive benefit. 



Though the Murine Society is gene- 
rally known as a mod ufeful Inftitu- 
tion, I cannot pafs it over without no- 
tice—The following fhort Account is 
therefore given from a very ufeful Traft, 
entitled, '^ A Lifty and Jhort Account 
of Charitable Ififiituti^'m^ hy\ a York-- 
lliireGentlemaniaf great Philanthropy; 

The Marine Society, Biffiopfgate-Streetn In* 
fiituted 1 7 54,' — IncQ^fprated X 77 2 . 

'* This Society differs in fome refpe^ from 
Charity Schools, the purport of it being to fit 
out Landfmen Volunteers to ferve on board the 
King's (hips in time of war, and to equip diftreffed 
Boys to ferve at fea at all ^imes. The Landf. 
men have a bounty of fea-clo.thing given them> 
on condition of ferving on board the Rpyal Navy. 
The Boys, con^fting of orphans in diftrefs, vaga. 
bonds, fons of pgo; widows or labouring people 
with large families, arle educ&t^d, xhaintained, 

and 
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and clothed, and taaght the neccflary knowledge 
belonghig to a feamafli on board a (hip ftatioocd 
in the River Thames, between Deptford and 
Greenwich. Boys to be admitted on board the 
Society's fhlp, muft be 4. feet 6 inches in ftatures 
they however receive none under 4 feet 4 inches* 
— Donations are fometimes given by the Society 
<o the widows of feamen." 



Mr, NeaJf*s Mathematical School^ iV^, l^^Km^u 
Mead Courts Gwgh^Square^ inftitutei 1715*. 

*« This Charity^ inftituted for the purpofe of 
teaching Navigation to poor Children, was fof» 
mcrly carried on in Hatton-Garden ; and at that 
time forty Cliildren, feleftedoutof the different 
Charity Schools within the Bills of Mortality^ 
were to be taught ^raz/j on Mondays, Wednef- 
days, and Fridays, The number is now reduced 
to twenty, and they are inftruded ev^ry day in 
the week ^Sunday excepted :} after which they 
are put out to fea/* 



As the keeping of Boys out of idle- 
nefs is of the utmoft confequ^nce, not 
only to themfelvcs, but to the public, 
every poflifale means Ihould be devifed, 

• From the fame Traft. 

VOL. I. o for 
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f©r employing them. It Avould be a 
good thing in Towns and Villages, 
to fet idle lads to clean the ftreets 
and lanes, and they could affift in 
mending roads ; they might alfo be 
made ufeful by working in fmall gar- 
dens — But the rude manners of the ge- 
nerality of poor boys, difhearten many 
people from employing them. Yet, 
Charfty requires that they fliould be 
fet to work, as a means of reformation ; 
and were fuitable rewaids attached to 
their fervices, they might be induced 
to work willingly. 



I fliall now proceed to give an ac- 
count of the Penny Ordinaries, men- 
tioned in page 208, of which I have 
lately made trial in this place, and am 
happy to fay, that the experiment fully 
anfwered. The children of the Schools 
of Induftry, to the number of fixty, 
for three months, hacl two dinners of 
rice pudding, and one of llcwed beef 

every 
5 
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t^try week, which gave great fatisfac- 
tion to themfelves and their parents, 

ExtrnB fifim an Account of a Parijh pinner^ fir 
Poor Children ut Efping^ •' By Thoma^ £E,R|rAR^j 
Ef^j. in the Reports of the Society for bettering tj^ 
Condition of the Podr^ 

** At Epping^ in the County of Effex, whefc 
there is a School of IndufUry for the employment 
of Children, an Ordinary was, on the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Conyeffi, opened in OAober laft ; and 
a general dinner has been provided cm week days, 
for any Children of that plate, whoTe panentadq. 
fire it, on the following teems. 

** The price of the Ordinary is ii3^)ence a ureek 
for each child : they dine at table in a regular 
manner at one o'clock, in a room whidv adjoins 
to, but is unconne^ed Irith the rooms of the 
Workhoufe ; and which, during the reft of the, 
day, has been ufedas a Spinning School* Grape 
is regulady and decently faid before a^id after dinw 
tier ; and a voluntary expreffion. of thanks and ob^ 
ligation to the MtArefs, .for the good dinner fee 

• This Ordinary appears to have bocn ciftabliihed in imi^- 
tion of afimiiar ^ne for the SpiapingT3chopl at Oal^hai^, i« 
the County of Rutland, given in the Society's Reports, by th9 
noble Patroa of the School, the Earl of Winchtlfet. 

o 2 kat 
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has provided theosj generally precedes their quit* 
ting the room. Their table of diet is, on Mon- 
days, Wednefdays, and Fridays, baked rice pod- 
ding I on Tuefday and Saturday beef.dew and 
feup ; and on Thurfday peafe foup. They are al« 
lowed to eat as much as they pleafe; and their 
healthy countenances and decent bdiavionr, evi- 
dence the plenty and comfort of their meal. The 
fame dinner is alfo given in another room, to the 
Pariih Children and the other perfons in the Poor- 
hottfe. The number of thofe who partook of it 
in the week, from the 1 2th to the 1 7th of the pre- 
ceding month of February, was 77 j the ex- 
pence of the week's dinner, for the materials 
merely and their bread (but without reckoning for 
.dreffing and attendance) being £^i 14^ id I ; which 
h lefs than a penny a head each day." 

A particular account of this dinner is given in 
the Society's Report, wnich may be ufeful ; as it 
. proves, that what is provided for them is good in 
quality, and fufficient in quantity; and it alfo 
ferves to explain to others, how they may, wkb 
fime attention and very little expence, contribute 
greatly to the comfoct, the health, and the good 
habits of the children in their own neighbour. 
hoods, 

' " The Children are generally thofe whofe be- 
haviour is approved^ and who are paid for by the 

week ; 
6 
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week J but any others, in cleandy and decent or- 
derj are allowed to dine at the fame rate, when 
there is room. In cafe of ficknefs, they may 
fend for their dinners home.— ^The common lfl« 
boiirers find they can maintain their children in 
this manner much better^ and a great deal cheaperi 
than in the ufual way of leaving them to confume 
at home a great deal of white bread, with very 
little comfort ; for example, a labourer, who had 
foux' children, finds that, by appropriating two 
fiiiilings a week out of his earnings, all his four 
children have a plentiful, regular, and decent meal, 
fix days in the week ; with twice the benefit to 
them, that they could have poflibly derived from 
two (hilling's worth of white bread, eaten in 
their ufual folitary, uncivilized, and comfortlefs 
manner." 

" The fituation of Epping, a large market- 
town, with a furrounding foreft, the fcene and ob-' 
jeft of petty thefts, and a public road through it, 
was not. very favourable to the induftry and regu- 
lar habits of the poor ; nor was tlieir ufual dinner, 
of a hunch of bread, part to be fwallowed with a 
little water as they wen? along, {the other part 
being moft frequently thrown away) conducive 
either to their healths, or the habits of oeconomy • 
It is therefore a moft pleafing circumilance to 
fiate, that within one month after this dinner 
03 haA 
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bad been regularly provided at Epping, the ap^ 
pearance and manners of the poor children there 
were totally altered. Their fallow countenances 
had acquired a heakhftJ complexion and tone, from 
the daily and regular fupply of a plentiful meal ; 
and their manners^ by the habits of an orderly 
table regularly fcrved and attended, were im« 
proved and meliorated/ Tothofe, who had been 
eonfined by illnefs, this dinner has proved of par« 
ticular fervice> ^s it has afforded* them the means 
0f ft-eftabUflunent in a ft^te of convalefcence ; a 
period, wh^n the p#or are fiibje^ to great difad^ 
T^ntagesy and axe froquehtly a long time leoover^ 
ing their health and ftrengdi^ becaofe they are not 
provided with i^golar and nouriihing food. Foar 
4ilonths have now pafled> fince the children at Ep^ 
ping have been thus afrembfed once a day, at a 
decent and civilized table. \ have attended it 
to-day, and with very great fatisfa^on have be- 
held thedecency^ the cheerfulnefs, and the general 
neatnefsof all the members of this liul^ Society; 
^d being able to add my own teftimony to the ip. 
Ibrmation I have received, I can fay, that fuch ef** 
le^s appear to have been already produced on the" 
health and good order of thefe little children, as 
muft be extrepiely gratifying to every one, who 
interefts himfe^* in the weiiare of his feUow-crea^ 
tures," . . - 

V « On<» 
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'* One confequence of this eUabliftimcnt has 
been, that feveral labourers^ who have large fami- 
lies and are induftrious and deferving, have found 
themfelves exonerated of a great part of the main-^ 
tenance of their children by their richer neighs 
bours ; who each take fome of thefe little ones> 
in their turn, under proteftion, and fubfcribe for 
them to the public dinner. This contributes to 
kicreafe that mutual good' will and connexion,* 
which flKf^i&/ to fubfift between the rich and the 
poor ; and makes the one mindful of his duty,, and 
the other f&tisfied with, his condition.." ^ 

OBSERVATIONS. 

«* The benefits of this eftabli&ment are maoy 
and various. It converts benevolence to better 
purpofes,. and into, better channels, than thofe 
through which it commonly flows ; it brings the 
children of the poor into, notice, teaching them; 
regular habits, and the defire of profiting by their 
own induftry ;, and it not only fupplies th« per- 
fons in the workhoufe, but feveral poor families 
that are out of it, with fufficient food, comfort, 
ably,, and at a' very cheap rate. When a labourer 
requires relief out of the houfe, the overfeer, if he 
fees caufe, direfts mefles of the parifh dinner, pro- 
portionate to the family, to be fent to his hpufe ; 
and from fifteen to twenty indigent families, are 
o 4 fupplied 
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fupplied in this manner with a good meal at home 
every day. This affords much more efte<^ua1 re- 
lief, and at lefs expenfe to the parifh, than the 
little pittance of money which is ufually given> 
and which they have not the means to make a 
light ufe of. The poor who are in the work- 
hottfe, are fed from the fame kitchen, but dine in 
a feparate and diflant part of the houfe ; I except 
thofe who are oat on farmer's work, and who take 
their loncheoa of bread and cheefe with them, re- 
ferving what is both gratifying and falutary to 
them, their right to the fame hot meal for fupper 
as the others hare had at dinner. There are at 
prefent feventeen children, five old people, and 
twenty-thriee of middle age, in all forty-five per- 
ions in the poor.houfe. I have had the pleafure 
of feeing them alfo at their dinner to.day, and I 
thought they had as much appearance of comfort, 
asL could be expefted for the refidents of a work, 
boufe ; who are generally perfons fuffering under 
fome infinmty of mind or body, and are without 
profpeA of improving their condition." 

'* It is a melancholy truth, and the conceal, 
mcnt will prevent the corredion of the evil, that 
the poor of England, in a country of plenty, arc " 
not properly fed. For the growth of youth, and 
for the fupport of labour, in our northern climate, 
the ftomach requires to be repleniihcd at dated 
times; and with fomething different from bread 

and 
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mi indiSbrent beer or water ; a 4iel:, which is 
rjow become a great deal too general^ and is as 
little favourable to oeconomy as to health. The 
misfortune arifes panly from themfelves, as far a» ' 
it is founded in prejudice and in ignorance of ^eir 
oiwn interefts ; but if it is in the power of any 
other clafTes of fbciety to correft the evil, and, by 
gradual and gentle' means> to give them a better 
and more wholeibme fyilem of food> thc/au&, I 
will venture to fay the crimen is theirs, who leave 
an important a^ undone, which it is their dnty^ 
and in their power to do* . The example of what 
has been e^^d by Mr* Conyeis at Epping* and 
by Lord Winchilfea at Oakham, is imitable and 
applicable through every part of the kingdom. 
The expenie is trivial, the trouble inconfiderable ; 
and if it were generally adopCed> the rifing gene, 
ration would carry with them into life moreregu* 
lar habits, and more vigorous health, and betteir 
ftamina than 60 now in general belong to the 
lower dalles of fociety. I therefore conclude, 
with eameftly recommending it to the public, as 
the objed of example and imiution/' 

3d March 1798* 



I proceed tnow to give an account 
ci the life and progrefi of. the Schools ^ 
Q S . whicH 
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"which are chiefly under my own im- 
mediate management, which I fliall 
do in detail : not becauie I am vain 
enough . to fuppoiie thefe fcho(^ are 
better condufted than others of the 
feme defcription; on the contraiy, I 
am .very fenfible^ that there are many; 
v|iich excel them ; but as the hiftory, 
of their firft eftabhihment was givea 
• itx the former ^ition of this work, 
and they have proved fiiccefsfiil, I am 
defiroM of adding my own teftimony 
in the fuUeft manner to the utility of 
tkift fpecies of '<rharity ; and I Iiave an- 
other reaibn for laying this account of 
bur fchools before Ladies, as thofe in 
which the Girls arie inftrufted are en- 
tirely under female direfition. 



jf« Account of the Swiday Schools fOid Sciodt of 
Induftry in Old Brentford. 

StTMDAY Schools ir^re. 4rft 0{>ened in this 
/Town on June /Sth, 1786. No place could h^ 
JUW9 unpromifing to m e;cperiinent of this kind 

than 
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than Brentford. In faying this, I do not mean to 
caft illiberal reflexions on my neighboars, on the 
contrary I am happy to do them the juftice of de- 
claring, that thofe whofe circumftances can afford 
it, are in general ready to promote any pablic 
work that has utility in view ; and their cheerful 
contribution to the almoii hopelefs exjieriment of 
Sunday Schodty may be produced as a proof, of my 
affertibn. 

In this town the proportion of poor inhabitants - 
II very great, owing to the many labourers rc-« 
quired in the market g^rdens^ brick.fields, and' 
Ikrms which furround it . - As thefe people are em-> 
ployed only at certain feafons^ aiul there are no- 
kinds of manufaXures carried on, a great piart of' 
them are out of work for f^veral months in the- 
year, which occafions a variety of diflreiles, aa< 
well as of irregularities of conduA among the poor; . 
So little fenfe had the lower kinds of people of * 
religious duties, that before the fchoolswere efta- 
bliihed, the generality of poor children, infteadof 
going to chlirqh on Sundays, were fuffered to run 
2ia9ixt the ftreets ragged and dirty from morning 
till night, to the great diflurbance of the regular; 
part of the inhabitants. But through the biei&ng 
of God a haj^y* change, was foon effedied, and the 
fchools have fucceeded wonderfully well confider- 
ing the many difadvantages which attended the- 
undertaking, 

o % My 
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My mucli efteemed and valaed friend the Rer« 
Cb^rlet Stufgesy who was at that time vicar of Eal^ 
i'igi was the firft propofer of thefe fchools in that 
parifh, of which Old Brentford is a part ; and he 
fet a laudable example to his parifhioners, by be- 
ginning, the fubfcription with a donation from 
himfelf ; and urging the matter with zealous per. 
foafions to all within his influence. He likewife 
explained from the pulpit of the parifh diurch^ the 
nature and benefits of the inftitution ; as did the 
Rer. Cierln Coatts, minifter of the chapel in OU 
Brtmtfkrd, from has, in a rery forcible manner. A 
^hfctiptkm Book was then opened, and it was 
thought advifeable to recommend to the perufal of • 
the principal inhabitants, the yarious fermons and 
trads which had been publifhed in favour of Svn^ 
d^ ScMs, in order to increale their xeal in the 
caufe. 

After the fubfcriptions were colleded, Charitj^ 
Boxes were pot up at the chapel door*j to afford 
opportunities for fuch perfona to contribute a& 
could only fpare fums whidi might have been with« 
' held from an idea of their being too spconfiderable 
for the Suhfcriptkm Book, 

In order that the poor might peile^y under^ 
ftand the matter, it was thought expedient for 

^ Thefe havf not sofwerrd expcAatioOi Iwt they feme- 
tiroes receive doiatloat ftois ftrang«rt. 

fome 
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fome perfon, befides the clergyman of the parifii, to 
go among them and defcribe to the parents Aviniy. 
ifualfy the nature of the inftitution. This was at- 
tempted in a very familiar and explicit manner^ 
and the poor were admoniihed to avail themfelves 
of this opportunity of conciliating the £ivour of 
their fuperiors, by accepting with humility and 
gratitude an offer which was made with a view of 
promoting the prefent and futuie welfare of them* 
ielves and fanuiies. This office of fecondlng the 
invitation of the miniftersj was oodertaken by a 
lemale folicitor> from an idea that hex arguments 
would be more likely to prevail with her own 
(ex, to whofe (har^ the manageaient of children 
ofually falls in the lowerj as well as higher claiTea 
oflife. 

Ic was thought proper to take this route in 
thofe hours when daily labour engages working 
men from home^ and to leave to their wives the 
talk of conununicating the ofier to thenu 

In this perambulation a lift was taken of th6 
candidates for admiffion> which contained the 
llames of /W buiutred childxen^^ including Girls and 
Bays of five years old and upwards^ whofe mothert 
with joy and thankfulnd^ eagerly caught at the 
advantage of procuring what they call learning for 
their children. A few, a very few parents be- 
haved with incivility ; but coippaffion for the 
poor children inclined their profefEsd friend to ex. 

cufe 
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(rfafc this for their fakes ; not doubting but that 
thefe very women would become petitioners for 
the admiffion of their children as fbon as any ap. « 
parent benefit (houldarife from the eftablifhment 
of the fchools : the event anfwered this expe^a. 
tion ♦. 

When the lift was examined, a calculation was 
mftde, whether the fum fubfcribed was adequate 
to the expenfe of inftruAing all the candidates ; 
and on finding that it was not, it was refolved to 
exclude for the prefent the younger children, and 
to receive but one child out of each family ; fo as 
to eflabliih at firft three Schools only, confifling of 
' thirty fcholars each^ viz, one for the biggeft boys, 
and two for girls and little boys. 

The next meafure was to engage teachers, to 
hire rooms, and procure forms for the fchool, and 
feats at the church and chapel, and to provide books,. 
&c. numbered tickets containing the names of the 
refpedive teachers written on them, and their al- 
lotted fcholars, were alfo prepared. A notice ac- 
cording to the ufual form, naming the day on which 
the fchools would be opened, was printed and ftuck 
np in different parts of the parilh, and difperfed: 
from houfe to houfe by the beadle ; an Admonition 
to Parents from the Vicar was alfo difperfed, 

• See aa loftuce of this in page 163 of the forcgoii^ work. 

After 
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' Aftef this ihe admiflion tickets for tlie children 
Were delivered at the parent's hahitations by the 
p6rfbn who had before taken the lift ; this mode 
\i&as adopted in preference to that of letting the 
poor people fetch the tickets, as moft likely to 
prevent the clamorous complaints which might 
have enfued, had any been fent back without 
tkeni ; and it implied a grjeater degree of kind- 
nefs and attention towards the poor, who in gene- 
ral feemed to regard the vifit in the light of a great 
fevour conferred upon them. 

On the day appointed three Jchoob were opened, 
as propofed, and each teacher had at firft an * al-* 
lotment of thirty fcholarsj but the number was af- 
terwards encreased to forty and even fifty. Con- 
trary to expeftation feveral parents who could af- 
ford to pay for their children at day fchools en- 
treated permiflion for them to join the Sunday 
foholars, and it was thought expedient to grant 
this requeft, becaufe fuch children, though not in 
rags, are neverthelefs objeds of a charity which 
has in view the reformation of manners, the im- 
planting religious knowledge, and the proper ob- 
fervance of the Sabbath Day, — points which are 
too much neglefted by the parents. A condition 
was made^ that all articles of finery (hould be 
laid afide, which was in general readily complied 
with. 

On 
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On the day appointed viiitors attended at eadi 
fchool^ viz. Gentlemen at the Boys^^nd Ladies at 
the Girlfi, to receive the children who had brought, 
their tickets^ and though, there were many who 
made a very neat appearance, fuch a fet of deplo-. 
rable dirty ragged creatures prefented themfelves 
amongft them as it is (hocking to recoiled. But 
when it was considered that Tome parents fcarcely 
know what cleanlineis is, and many are deflitute of 
the means of cleanlinefs, it was thought prudent 
to avoid difcouraging any, by fending back theif 
rhildren, nnlefs a wilful inattention to this arti- 
cle was vifible ; inftead of doing this, praifes were 
bellowed on the cleaneft children; and gentle 
meflages fent by the others, defiring their parents 
to clean them better in future ; a prefent of comb& 
and brufhes was alfo made to thofe who had not 
any before ; article^ of neceflary apparel were alfa 
fupplied by the charity of ibme of the fubfcribers, 
but the poor were informed that thefe Mftrtprrvau 
hfnefaQhttt^ iadependent of the Sunday School fub- 
fcription, left too great expedations from it might 
have been fbrmedj^ and the exertions of the parents, 
reft rained. 

When the children were all collefted,^ they were 
deiired to kjied down, while a vifitor opened 
each fchool with a prayer, acknowledging the 
merciful goodnefs of Almii^hty God, in fuggefting 

thift^ 
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this means for difFufing the knowledge of Chrifti- 
anity amongft the poor ; and imploring the divine 
blefling on the inftitution in general, and on that 
fchool in particular, concluding with the Lord's 
Prater. Enquiry was then made into the pro-, 
ficiency of the fcholars> and they were formed into 
• claifes accordingly ; after which they fet out, two 
and two, to church ^ and many of them, for tl;e 
firft time in their lives, entered thehoufe of God I 
Thofe only who have been concerned in fuch an 
undertaking can form an adequate conception of 
the joy felt by every Chriftian who had been in-* 
ftrumental to this happy iiicreafe of the tx>ngre- 
gation, when they beheld this interefling fight ; 
when they heard thofe tongues joining in prayers 
and praifes to God, which but for their interpofition, 
would probably havebeen uttering profane language. 
Sermons were preached by the refpedive minifters, 
which ftrengthened the refolution of the managers 
to perfevere, and heaven has hitherto profpered 
their humble labours *. 

At firft it was found extremely difficult to get 
into a regular method of teaching in the Girls 
Schools, as mnft of the fcholars were- fo deficient 
as not even to know a fingle letter of the alpha. 
bct> and mar.yj> n^7 even of the biggeft, were not 

* We have had but few of the children, roectioned i« 
pa{e 301 > fince the poorer fort were clothed in an utttfornv 

able 
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able to tell fFto made them ; but having the advan- 
tage of a number of vifitors, their in^)rovcment 
was rapid, and the bufinefs of teaching foon be* 
came much eafier. It was remarked that the boys 
in general had had mpre inftru<^ion than the girls^ 
for numbers of them could read with tolerable flu- 
ency ; but in refpe^ to religious knowledge, and 
civility of manners, many of them were as untaught 
as the favages of America : and an arduous talk it 
was found, at firft, to govern them. 

Araongft the firft vifitors of the Brentford 
Schools were feveral young Ladiety fbme of whom- 
ftill continue their affiduities, and others wha 
have fitice removed to diftant {^aces have ci* 
tfaer attended on Sunday Schools in their new 
neighbourhoods, or inftruded a clafs of poor chiU 
dren at their own hou&s. 

, At an early ftage ot our humble eftablifhment^. 
the young Ladies of two boarding fchools fupplied 
nearly an hundred caps, and a number of tippets,, 
which, though made of old cloth, greatly improv* 
ed the appearance of the children ; and many arti. 
des of clothing were, from time to time, beftowed 
by the fubfcrihers and others,^ which raade the pa. 
rents fenfible that it was for their intereft, as well as 
for their childrens, to keep them fteady to the 
fchools. But ftill there was no employment for 
them in the week; a wiih was naturally formed 
to add a School of Indujiry to the Sunday Schools, hut 

• " ' the 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 505 

the fund woald not admit of the expcnfe; the 
means, however, were very unexpedledly and pro- 
videntially fapplied. A benevolent Lady who 
was at that time a ftranger to me, nxade a prefent 
of a /pinning nvheei^ of a particular conftrudion, 
for fetting thirteen little children to work, which 
led to the eflabli(hment of the Schools oflnduftry. 
. Before the expiration of the fecond year, our 
homble fchools were honoured with Royal Patron^ 
ogre, our gracious Queen beftowcd'a liberal dona- 
tion, which has been continued annually, and 
though from various incidental circumdances the 
&tnd hatfiif^biated, k has hitherto been found 
adequate to every purpofe. 
. When the Sunday Sckooli were firft fet on foot, 
it was open xo Proteftant Diffenters, and an oflTer 
was inade to allow their children to go to ftff^g, 
onxonditsoDr tlkat the minifter would anfwer for 
their doing fo ; but it W^as agreed that thefe chiU 
dren (houldgo to cbarch with the others, and the 
Rev. Mr^ Bradfia^ preached two fermons for the 
benefit of tlie ^ools^ and continued to do fo. an- 
nually ^ the time of his deceafe ; the young La. 
dies of his family were conftant vifitors, and the 
poor children they inftrufted fuftained a great lofs 
when one of their excellent friends died, and the 
other removed from the town. The' annual fer- 
mons at the meeting have been difcontinued for 
fercrai years, but fonw of the firft friends to the 

inftitu.. 
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inftitution in Mr. Brad(baw's congregation, ftiil 
kindly contribute to the fupport of the fchools as 
annuil fuhfcribers \ and a fermon is preached every 
year, at the next parilh church, for their benefit. 

There are at prefent two Sunday Schools . for 
Girls, and one for Boys in Old Brcntfirdy and one 
for Girls in Ealing, The number of Boys is at 
prefent upwards of forty, and nearly one hundred 
Girls, fixty of the latter .are in the Schools tf In- 
duftry, and fome little children in a Day School, I 
(hall fubjoin a (latement of the lad year's account, 
which will (hew the various articles of expenie for 
the different fchools, and the refources from whence 
they were fupplied. 

The Schools of Inoust&y, as was before ob- 
ierved, originated from the donation of a fpinning 
wheel, for the employment of a few of the poor 
Girls of the Sunday Schools, at flax fpianing* To 
this was added difchodfor knitting ftockings^ and ano- 
ther for plain <wori^ My firft idea was that they 
would all produce pecuniary profits; however, 
being unacquainted with the bufinefs both of f|ttn- 
ning and knitting, I was deceived in my calcula- 
tions. 

The fpinning-wheel above-mentioned (of which> 
a defcription, accompanied by two plates, was 
given in the Firft Edition of my (Eco/tomj of Charity) 
was of a very peculiar conilrudlion ; it was found 
very ufeful as.long^ as it kept in order, as it em- 
ployed 
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ployed UttU childrmj and admitted of xh&\tftanding 
at their work ; for the operation of thefoot^ was 
iaved by means of a large horizontal wheel which 
put all the fpindlcs in motion ; but when this ma« 
chine got out of repair, though fimple in its con. 
ftrudlion, it became ufelefs, as no common work, 
man that we were able to meet with, could redlify 
its movements : added to this, the fpinning buii. 
nefs was fo managed by the miftrefs, as to occafion 
a great lofa, inftead of producing the expeded ppo« 
fits ; for the thread which was fpun, was much 
coarfer than it ought to have been, confequently 
the cloth woven from it, though of a very firong 
texture, was too dear to find a ready fale ; and 
the mothers of the girls had fuch a prediledion for 
the plain ivori Schoo/, and fuch a prejudice againil 
the employment oi/phming^ that we found it ne- 
ceflary to lay the wheel afide, to our very great 
regret. Nor did our Knitting Scbooh turn to bet- 
ter account, for the children wafted a great deal 
of worfted in learning, and the ftockings were 
badly (haped, &c, &c. in ihort, this Schcolj 
through bad management, was alfo obliged to be 
given up, on account of the aSlual kft attending it. 
In the beginning, the Plain IVork Scholars were 
fent in drvijiont to Miilrefles who kept Day Schools, 
who were paid for them as for their other Scholars ; 
but this made confufion, and after a time, the girls 
were all colle^d into one School, under a miflrefs, 

who 
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who took no other Sdi6lars, and we were (b fbr^ 
tuna te -as to obtain work from ia Ready-made 
Wafchoufe, which^ thpugh at a very low price, an- 
swered much better than either the fpinning or 
knitting had done. At the fame time, I am of 
opinion, that under better miftrefTes than it was 
oar lot to meet with, and a more ikilful in/pedlor 
than myfelf, the latter would have been more pro- 
dudlive ; and this opinion is confirmed by the fuc- 
cefa of the School at Richmond, which fet ofFuport 
the fame Plan, under the management of Ladies, 
who ftill continue to attend them with unremitting 
zeal. 

About four years ago there being fome overplus 
money, a School of Indufiry for Boys was cftablifhed, 
which was found to anfwer feveral good purpoies> 
as it employed a number, who would have been 
idle for fome months in the year, as they unfor- 
tunately are at this time, for want of employment ; 
but thefia was no poffibility of keeping on' this School 
after a time, without incurring a greater expenft 
>:h^ the Fund would bear ; while it continued, it 
was managed upon a very oeconomical Plan. A 
woman maintained by the Pariih was induced, for 
the confideration of a (hilling a week, in addition 
to her viduals from the Workhoufe, a prefs-bed, 
her tea-kettle, and other little comforts to her^ 
feif, to exchange her abode in the Workhoufe for 
the School Roomi and to undertake the manage. 
• . ment 
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ment and inftru^ion of upwards of twenty boys, ait 
•carding^ and fpinning coarfe wool for mop yam; 
the boys kept with tolerable regularity to their 
work, and being allowed half their earnings, were 
able to purchafe (hoes and (lockings and other ar. 
tides of apparel. Whenever they could procure 
work out of dooriy they were allowed to abfent 
themfelves, and were readmitted into the School 
when thofe employments ceafed. 

A mailer attended for two hours twice a week 
of evenings, to teach them to read, and a Gentle- 
man who fupplied the School Room gratuitoudy, 
was fo good as to infpedl the School and keep 
the accounts ; and the School went on very com- 
fortably^ for between t^wo and three years, when 
unfortunately the firft miflrefs married, and left 
the place ; and the women ^o were afterward ap-. 
|x>inted in fuccellion, managed fo ill, that the 
Manufadufer who fupplied the wool, would fend 
tio more, fo the School was at an end ; and though 
a very profitable School for girls has been efta- 
blifhed in its Aead, I can never think of the 
failure of the other without great concern ; for I 
am fully convinced, from the good effeds refulting 
from the kind Patronage of one benevolent in- 
dividual, that a Schjol of Induftry for Boys would 
anfwer in every Parifti, would the Gentlemen of the 
place make it a general concern, like thofe at 
Lfwijhamf to fet poor children to work, and allow 

the 
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the Ladies to take an a^ive part in their inftruc. 
tion. The mifchief that is done to ibciety, as well 
«8 to boys between the ages of fix and twelve 
yetrs> by faiFering them to grow up in idlenefs, is 
inconceivably great ; nor is it eiiedlually remedied^ 
even by putting them to Day Schools^ as thofe pa- 
rents do who can afford it ^ for in (jnte of all a 
mailer's vigilance, boys idle away a great part 
of the fchool-hours, even at their deiks ; and it 
has boen found by experience that thofe who have 
been taught only for half an hour at a time each day^ 
have made a greater progrefs than others, who 
have fet at their books day after day^ without any 
other employment. 

Indeed, I am perfuaded, that E'vening Schools 
are the beft for boys in the lower claiTes of life, 
not only becaufe they leave time for labour, but 
alfo as leading to the habit of employing the even. 
ings in reading for improvement. 

But to return to the Schools of Induftry in Brent- 
ford. At prefent, there are three of thefc Schools, 
in one of which 40 gtrls are conftantly employed 
at Plain Work — Another for 20 younger girls, who 
wind cotton^ and pick ruflies for the ufe of Tallow 
Chandlers. 

The principal dcpendance of the Flain Work 
School is upon the Ready-made Warehoufe from 
whence they arefupplied with Soldiers* Jhirtsy which 

are 
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are paid for at the rate of 51. per dozen. Though 
the price is low, this work anfwers vqry well ; 
and other plain work of a finer kind is fent to the 
School by the Ladies of the neighbourhocid, and 
. the girls having the advantage of a very good 
miftrefs, foon become expert at their needle. 
Both the cotton work and rufli-picking are very 
profitable, and may be done very well by chil- 
dren, but they require vigilant attention in the 
Miftrefs. 

In thefe Schools the girls are allowed half their 
earnings, provided they do their daily tafe, for 
which they receive a ticket, and the full amount 
of their accumulated tickets in money or clothing, 
is given them every half year. Some of the girh 
earn as much as a guinea and a half in the courfe 
jof the_ year, with which, and the amount of their 
penny, and othci Regard Tickets (for which they are 
paid with the other Sunday Scholars) they ate fur- 
jiilhed with a very comfortable change of ck)thes, 
and have fomething to lay out when they go to 
fervice, which is a great means of getting them 
into decent places, for many people are ready to 
make trial of a neat tight girl, who would not 
like to take a dirty ragged one, or to be at the 
expjfencc of clothing her at a venture^ Vacancies 
in the Cotton School are filled up from the Sundry 
School I and vacancies in the Plain Work School from 
the Cotton Schools Though the children can eara 

VOL. z. r ' more 
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more at imftdmg 2iAfkkiag rujbei^ than at the needle. 
Flam Work ftill bears the preference 4rith the pa. 
rents ; perhaps partly, becaufe in the one Sdiool 
they are taught to rtad^ in the other not* 

There are two Sunday Sdiool Mafters, Father 
and Son, who are paid jj. per Sunday between 
them for teaching all the boys ; and three Sdiool 
Miftrefles, who are paid at the rate of a /. per Sen- 
day each, and the fame for Chrifimai D^, Good 
Friday, 9ni the General Faft Day. Fpurpeuce per 
week is paid for each girl in the Flain Work School. 
Thofe girls who have voices, are taaght to accof^^ 
pany the Organ at the Chapel, and they fing plain 
Pfalm tunes, in which many of the congregation 
join. 

Each Sunday School is divided into dafles, and 
in the Girls School, each Clafs has Vifitors : the 
Boys fometimes have Vifitors, but not conftantly. j 
The hearing the backward children read, is chiefly 
left to the Miftrefles, for as all the, girls in fuc il 
ceffion have the advantage of being taught to read I 
in one of the Schools of Induflry on week days, 
and moft of the boys go either to Day Schools, 
or Evening Schools, there is not occafion for 
the Vifitors to take much of this fatiguing bufi- 
nefs upon themfelves ; which leaves them more 9t 
liberty to give Religious hiftruSkm. And Vifitors 
would find as little to do in the Boys ^SchooI5, 

were they to attend. 

All 
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AH tlic Schdars are taught progreffively, ac- 
<:ording to the Plax of appropriau Inftruaion fit 
the Children of the Poor, 6f which I havfe al- 
ready given a general account. But for the in- 
formation of fuch Ladies, as may be difpofed to 
make trial of it at the commencement of a Staidly 
School, I will now mention the Books, &c. which in 
in ray opinion, are fi^cicnt for the purpofc at 
JSr/fy viz. 

Some Alphabets and Firft Lejffhm, fuch as are at 
the beginning of The Charitj School Sj^mg Book, 
Part I . 

A half (hcct, containing a number of thefe Icf. 
^ns of a fize to pafle' upon cmmn cards, may be 
printed at a trifling expence ; and they would fkve 
Books very much in the loweft clafs, as one card 
at a time would be fufficient for each child, and 
(ctYQ Others afterwards in fccccfSon. For the 
next Oafs, ♦ the ift Part rf the Charity School 
Spelling Book fhould be provided ; and for the next. 
The Abridgement of the Scripture H^bom the Old 
Teflament; and the 2d Part of the Charity School 
Spetting Book. Thefe with a ift Volume of the 
Teacher^ s Affiflm for each Teacher or Vifitor, to. 
gether with a Marking Book for each Qafs (of which 
* Specimen page is given in the Teacher's Affif. 

♦ Thcfc Lcffon. may be had at Mr. Johnfou'., No. 72, 
St Paul', Church Yard. , ^' 

^ « tant; 
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tant) will be fufficient to begin with, unlefs any 
of the Cliildren (hould be able to read in the 
Common Prayer Book, in which cafe, they flioald 
be furnifhed with^ it. The other Books may }aft 
fupplied, as the Childrens progreffive improve- 
ment (hall require. . 

The following Rules, are printed in a little 
Book, to be given to each Child at admi^ion into 
the Sunday SchooL 



R ULES for the SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

All the children admitted into this fchool will be re« 
quired to obferve the following Rules. 
/L I. To attend fchool every Sunday, hoth morning and 
afternoon. 

. 2. To be in fchool by nine o'clock in the morning, and 
at two in the afternoon, both fummcr and winter. 

3. To come with their faces and hands waifaed, their 
hair combed, their (hoes clean, and their other apparel as 
neat and tidy as their parents can make them« " 
'. 4. Thofe who can read in the Prayer-book, to learn the 
' colleft every Sunday, and take care to remember what text 
the ClTgynaan preaches upon. 

5. To ule no bad words either in fchool or oat of it. 

6 To be good-natured to their foh-ool-feilows. 
- - 7. To hurt no dumb creatures. 
^ 8. To take no books or any thing elfe out of the fchool. 

9. To walk to and from church in an orderly manner, as 
the teacher ftiali dire£l. 

10. To go very quietly into church, and take their place* 
vrithout fcrambling or pulhing one -another. 

II. T» 
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jf^i. To keep from fpcaking any thing in church except.^ 
tng their prayers. 

12. To read or repeat all they have learnt of the church 
fervice* 

J 13. To ftand up, or kneel, when the reft of the congre- 
gation do fo. 

14. To ftand up when the Pfalms are finging ; but not to 
fing unlefs they are in the iinger^s clafs. . 

15. To fpeak loud when they fay the Catcchifm, but 
BQt louder th^n other people in the prayers. 

16. Never to keep company with thofe who have been 
turned out of the fchool for ill behaviour, or with any 
other wicked boys or girls. 

To carry their Sunday gowns to the Miftrefs every Mon- 
day Morning, well brufhed, and fuUer.> esxth' upon;the fpots, 
if there are any ; to fetch them on Saturday, and mend them 
if neccffary. - 

Ti&«? Rewards a»i Forfeits. 

Thofe boys or girls belonging to the Sonday Schools, wh# 
are in fchool before nine o^clock in the morning, a6d bring 
a baifpenny with them> will have a penny ticket given them, 
provided they have kept conftantly to the fchools for a 
month before, and attended the kft SuWay afternoon. 

Thofe girls or boys who do not attend School at the ap- 
pointed hours, or who ftay away either morning or afternoon, 
to forfeit three-halfpence inftead of having the penny ticket. 

The fame forfeit for ill-l>ehaviour at church or at fchool. 

If any fcholar leave oft' coming to fchool, without a good 
reafon, he or flic will forfeit their tickets, and have oaly 
their halfpence back again which they brought. 

Tickets, the value of tivO'pence a daxen^ will be given for 
learning the Collect and other talks by heart. A ticket to 
fee paid as a forfeit for not learning the talk. 

r 5 The 
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Hie amotiot of the j>etify»ni oAtrmoard ticket fUt'^ 
childrens poflcifion at the end of the year, to be given in nc*^ 
cefTary clothing. . 

The laft year'f gown to he given .to each girl for every 
day wear; and a new one to be provided for her, in cafe &c 
has not worn the other contrary to rule. 

Sixpence per Sunday to be forfeited for wearing die Sun- 
day gown rn the week, till the coft of it fhall he paid. 

Rewards of Books to three fcholars in each clafs, who 
(ball have in the courfe of the year Number t, i», 3, marked 
the oftencilragainft their name. 

To PARENTS. 

Am iMOifBg if Mtended by thefe lUks but (kt good ol 
HieehHdren, it it •speaed-tlMt PaiesU wiUdo alKin their 
f^ms to bftTe them obferved, for the following reftAma .' 

I. If the children do qot attend tvery Sund^t they will 
•ot get the habit of keeping the Sabbath-day holy ; and if 
they bredl God*a commandmentt they caukot cxpeA hit 

lletffiff. 
%. tfdieyaivDotinrchoolwfoMiMtbcreft^thcyaiMOl 

Ic taught at much. . 

3. If they go t» fchool dirty and wrtidy, they wiU diC 
grace their parents, w weU a» be unfit to go iato the houfi? 

ofGod. 

4. If they ufe bad words they will break God's command. 
inent, and will not be looked upon by good people. 

5. If they are not good-natured to their fchool-fellows, 
they will not be Chtiftians; for our Saviour Jcfus Chrift 
commanded that aU Chriftians fliould do unto others as they 
would oth^s fliould do unto them : therefore parents fliould 
teach their children to be good-natured at aU times to 
every body. ^ ^* 
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6. It is a very great cruelty to hurt dumb creaturea j there* 
fore parents fliould take care that their children do not 
make playthings of birds, kittens, Sec, or ufe cattle ill. 

Many a welUdifpofed child is fpoiled by wicked compa- 
nions; if parents have any regard for the happinefs of their 
children, they will keep them from all forts of bad com- 
panyy and will admonifh them" to comply with all the other 
Rules of the fchool. 

It is alfo expeded that parents hear their children fay 
their prayers night and locrning, and make them learn their 
talks : alfo, that they will make a point of fecting their 
children an example of fobriety and good beha? iour, and 
that they go conftantly to church on the Sabbath day. If 
parents thus do their part, they may reafonably hope that^ 
through the bleffing of God, and the pains which will be 
taken In the fchools, their c&ildren will prove comferts an^ 
bleffingi to them when they grow up. 

It is farther expe^ed that no parent keep a child at home* 
onlefs in cafes of real nece^y, and that m fuch cafes they 
contrive to fend word« 

It is farther expefted that, if any parents choofe to uke 
their chiMren away from the fchool, they go and inform 
the managers of their intention in a civil manner, and that 
they do not go to the fchool at any time to make a dif« 
turbance. ' 



The following Book was printed for the Girls in the Plain 
fTork School. 
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The Scholar's Book ; compofed for the ufe of ChildreO) 
belonging to » School of laduftry. > 

Dear Child, 

In this little boci you ivU find the Tahles of Virtvei and 
Vices explained 'u>hicb are hung vp in your School Room j • ticre" 
fore you ntufi not plead ignorance as an excufe for any of the 
crimes mentioned in them ^ bui mufi expeff to be purified , if you 
are guilty bf them. 

It is hoped that you will Jit ive to gain the Rewards held out t§ 
the virtuous, and to keep from punjjbments, that you may have a 
gocd charafier^ lobichyou ivillfind of great value to you tbrougbcut 
Ife } for nothing will help you forward in this world fo much as a 
g9od cbaroBer ; and if you really deferve it, you will be ha^ in 
the next world t9o ; not for a few fiort years, hut for ever and 
ever. 

Study this book then with attention, and let not any children be 
better than yow, but let your friends who are Jo anxious for your 
bappinefs, have the comfort of rewarding you, and Jigning your cer- 
tificate J which, though it is to appearance nothing but a printed 
tardy may be of more real advantage to you than a prejent of 
money j for mon^ will nit purcbaje a good chara^er, or procure a 
gmdjervice, 

* The Tables are fold on an open (beet, at Mr. Johnibn^Sy 
No. 7a, St. Paul's Churth Yard. 
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VIRTUES AND GOOD 
QUALITIES 

TO BE FRACTXSEO. 

Piety 

Reverence 
Obedience 
' Honefty 
Meeknefs . 
Truth 

Goodnature 
Civility 
Temperance 
Induftry 
IModefty 
Carefutnefs 
Prudence 
Gratitude 



VICES AND FOLLIIS 

TO BE AVOXDEO. . . 

Impi€ty 

Profstneticfs 

Difobedience 

Diihonefty 

Anger 

Falfehood 

Illnature ' 

Rudene& 

Inteinperattce 
Idlenefs, .,i\,,,. / 
Boldnefs i 

Waftefulnefe 
Imprudence 
Ingratitude. 



THE VIRTUES. 

PxBTY is remembering God. It is your duty to remeixw 
ber your Crsator in the days of your youth. To nmjss^- 
ber GoDy is to keep in mind that he is your Maker> Governor^ 
and Prefervei-v 'find you ihould ihew that you do foby pray« 
ingtoGoDy andtpr^ifing km. every morning and night. . 

RivBRBNCXy is (ktwlng the higheft regard for the honour 
of your Creator) by fpeaking of him as the greateft and beft - 
»5 •f 
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of rBdngs, and never mentioning any of kit Btmet or tides 
bu^with tbe moft aweful rcfpeft. 

OBUuftMCX, ispatt oiyour duty to yom tulfrh^our, which re- 
quires jou to (hew obedience, or to obey your teachers and 
other fuperiors. ■ To obey, iigaifies to do what tfaey order 
you, and to keep from doiag wthat they order you not to do. 
If you do not obey them, you cannot be the better for their 
inftru6lion and advice* 

HoNtsTTY, fignifiea ttf be true and juft in all your dealifl|% 
(i?ing and paying every one his due ; and not taking from 
them, or keeping from them, any thing drat is their right : 
.this is a part ofjmr Jutf toj^wr ntigbhwr, I f y oa< are ftridlj 
honeft, you wiil not take the leaft thing from ai^ one with- 
out their leave. If you are gptlty of thieving or pillecingi 
ever fofecretlyvGod eta. fee you, and will pudilh ffiia for it 

Mebknim fignlfies mildaefs and fentlenefs of temper. 
Our Saviour Chrift fet us an enample of meeknefs, and faid, 
** Come learn of me, for I am ineek and lo^ly.** 

If you are meek, you will, like your So«itaur» return a 
mild asfwcr; you will never put yourXelf in a paffion, or 
quarrel. 

TauTR; By ttnth tM meant being fineere in word and 
deed, fpeaking, as yoa think, and doing as you proraifc.— 
God calls himfelf in Itripture a God oftnith, who hates 
liars, and who abhors a^l kind oidfOCeit. Go^ requires us 
to fpeak the truth from the heart, and to keep IVom all 
kinds of falfehood and fraud. Liars and deceivers are hate- 
M to God and men. If all men were to He, cheats and 
'df^ive, there would be no orders peace, trade> or friend^ 
ftip, in the world. Mankind wouM- be as bad aa a parcel 
'•f wild beaih biting^ and devouring one anothier. 

GooDNATUAB. SigBi6es' a defii« to inake <very body 
.}tappy as- far as lies in our power. Thi» is- dfo true temper 
ofChrifthms: it inelin«» theat t# love their neighbour as 

them- 
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tkemfelvet} tni (• 4o uUte •thers as they wouli have others 
4» to theiA i t» behave and fpeak with kisdnefs at all 
times. 

Civility fignifies fach {ood behaviour as vAU make yo)i 
pleafing to your fiiperiors and equals. Uyou are civil you 
will behave with reifeA to ladies and gentlenen. Yoa 
vrill fay. Sir, or Madaniy when you fpeak to them; 
you will rife from your ieat when they come into a room 
where you are fitting ; you will make a curtfey to them 
when you meet them» or when they give or take any tiling 
from your hands; you will look up when they fpeak to you 
but never (Ure at them $ you will liften attentively t» 
them ; you will call your miftrefs madam, and curtfey to 
her when you eome in or go out of the room; you will call 
your fchoolfellows by ^ir proper names^ and fay ** pray** 
to them when you want them to do an^ thing for you, and 
** I thank you** when they have done it. 

TiMPiBAifcx fignifies keeping from gluttony and dnih- 
kennefs. Thofe who in their early years ufe themfelves to 
drinking any ktnd of ftrong liijuor, are in great danger of 
becoming drunkards. It is a mo(b ihameful thing for a 
woman to get drunk, or even to have her breath fmell of 
dramsw Befides, thofe who take fuch hot things into their 
ftomachs, run the hazard of deftroying their lives, and will* 
cert^nly hurt their health, and bring, themfelves to diftrefs 
and ihame. 

Inoustky. To be induftrious - is to be diligent in your 
work* We have fix days in the week allc.ved us to work 
or fill up with employments that will be ufcful to ourfelve^ 
or othei%. Many people in the world have no means of 
getting a livelihood in an honeft way but by working, and 
you- are among this number. You could not have the 
learning you now have, nor fach neat clothing, if .you >vere 
not in a fchool of induftry. And if you let this opportunity 

flip- 
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flip, you miy never have fuch another ; therefore do not 
give way to floth or idlenefs, but get a habit of being in- 
duftrious ; for iloth and idlenefs will certainly bring you to 
beggary and wretchednefs. 

Modesty iignifies behaving* talking, and dreffing, in a 
manner becoming your fex and ftation. Every woman and 
girl, let her condition in life be what it will, fhould be 
modeft ; for it is a great (hame to be otherwife. She ihould 
not be defirous of finer clothes than her circumftances will 
allow ; for the defire of fuch things has been the ruin of 
many a girl. Modefty is the beft ornament a female can 
have. 

Casefulkzss fignifies taking care not to waftc or fpeil 
any thing. • Poor people (hould be very careful, becaufe it 
is difficult for them to get the things they want. 

pRUDEXcs. If you are prudent you will choofe proper 
companions, and not fuch as will lead you into wickednefs 
and folly ; you Will think before you fpeak, and not talk of 
things that do not concern you. 

GftATiTUDE fignifies a deiire to make the befk return in your 
power for the favours beftowed upon you and the kindneflet 
fliewed to you. If you have gratitude in your mind you will 
rhjnk yourfelf much obliged to thc^e who fubfcribe to the 
fcheols; and will take care to improve in every refpe^, that 
tlielr money and advice may not be thrown away upon you. 
You will alfo think yourfelf obliged to thofe who get work, 
for you, and will take pains to do it well that they may have 
credit from employing you ; and you will endeavour to be- 
have fo that all your friends may have the comfort of fee- 
ing you. in the way to do your duty, and become ufeful in 
the world; and you will pray God to blefs all your bsnefac* 
tors, that is to fay, ail who ftrive in any way whatever to do 
you good. 
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THE VICES, Sec. 

' Impiety is forgetfulncfs of God. If you ncglc£l to fay 
-your prayers morning and evening, or to keep the Sabbath' 
Day holy ; or if you laugh or play while prayers are fayingy 
you will be guilty of Impiety, 

PaorANEMEss. If you take the names of God in vain; 
that is, if you fay, in common diifcourfe, Gody Lord Jefut 
Chrift, O gracious! O merciful ! Lord blefs me! or any 
thing elfe that (hould be faid only to God, you will be guilty 
•f Profatientfs, 

DisoBEDiEMCE. If you break God*8 commandments you 
will be guilty of the fin of difobedtence. If you reflife or 
negled to do any thing that your parents, the miftrefs or the- 
vifitors of the fchool order you to do ; or do any thing that 
they order you not to do, you will be dijobeiknt to themt 

Dishonesty. If you take away your Sunday gown, tht* 
books, or any thing elfe belonging to the fchoob ; or if you 
pilfer things from your fchoolfellowsy or any other perfod* 
you will be guilty of D'ljbonefty. 

Anger. If you put yourfelf m a paffion, if you fpeak ifl 
a crofs, peevifli way to any of your fchoolfellows, if you 
wilK for mifchief to befal them, if you are fuUen or fulky, 
you will be guilty of Anger, 

FAtssuooD. If you fay any thing that is not true, if yoir 
promife any thing that you do not perform, if you do any 
fly thing, either to hide a fault or gain any end, you will be 
guilty of FalfebooJ. 

Illnature. If you do any thing to vex or teafe a fchooU 
fellow, if you fpeak with pleafure of the faults of other 
people, if you refufe to help them when they ftand in need 
of your afllftance, if you feoff at them for being lame or 
crooked, or for any other natural defe^, you will be //4* 
nataral, 

RuJ>ENEftS« ' 
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RuDKNBU. If you behave with any kind of diiinefpe^ 
to your miftrefs or tny vifitoTs who came t* the fchool, or 
to toy of your luperiori; if yoo do not liften to tbofe who 
inftfuft you» if you diftorb them when they are talking or 
reading to others, if you do not fpeak properly to your 
ichoolfellowsy if yoo call them namety or if yon try to crowd 
themt or get their ieau from thcn^ you will be guilty of 



iMTBMrsaANCB. If you are known at any timey by the 
&aeU of your breath, or otherwife, to have taken fpiritueua 
liquors* you will be charged with Inttwipersau, 

loLBNiat. If you ftay away from fchool without leave, if 
^ou come late either morning or afternoon, if you play la 
Cchool hours, and if you dirty your work, or have it to undo, 
you will be charged with Iditnefi, 

BoLANESS. If you are feen romping in the ftreet, or any 
where elfe, with men and boys» if you are known to talk in 
9 bold way, if you are feen Uftening to ballad-fingers or 
reading ballad and fortune books, if you do not put on your 
•lothcs neat and tight, and if.you wear improper finery, you 
will b^ charged with Boldnefi, 

Wastxiulness. If you wear any of your Sunday apparel 
every day, if you draggle your apron and petticoats, if you 
run in the dirt without pattens, if you go with your fhott 
unbuckled, if you tread them down at hee|, if you go with 
holes in your ftockings, or your clothes rent and torn, if you 
lofe many needle8..and wafte thread, if you dirty, dog*s-eary 
or tear the books, you will be guilty of H^vfi4^h^ 

lMpauD£NC£ and Tattling. If you are feen in bad 
company you will be reckoned imprudent. If you bring idio 
tales into fchool, or carry any out of it, and if you talk 
about other people's . affairs, you will be charged, with 
Tattling, 

Inceatituoe. If you do not endeavour to improve by 

the 
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th9 advice tnd inftrudtiont that are giren yoQ, if you dot 
your work badly, if you fpeak unhandfomely of your mif^ 
trefsy or of any of the vifieoraof the fchool, or of any one 
vho U Icaown to have been a friend to you» whether rich 
•r poofy you will be guilty of Ingratitude, 



Appropriate Rewards and Punijh- 
merits yftrt allotted for the feparate of- 
fences enumerated in the above Tables, 
but it was not found prafticaWe to at- 
tend to minutiae in a bufy fchool If 
a ^irl is guilty of immoral condu6i com- 
jdaint is made of her to the manager^ 
ftod ilie is repro<ved and admoniflied ; 
and if, after repeated trials, thefe fail, 
the offender is turned out of thelchooL 
Whenever a girl ftays away without 
leave, her abfence is marked down, and 
a dedu^ion made from her ticket mo- 
ney for that time, at the rate of four- 
pence per week, the price paid for her 
fchooling* 

A Ticket of Gooi^ Behaviour is 
given to every gprl who deierves ilv on 

her 
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her leaving fchool in the evening, the 
withholding of which is a great morti- 
fication, and would be a great punifli- 
ment were parents to pay proper atten- 
tion to it. The girls continue in the 
fchool till they go to fervice, when a 
Certificate Card^ figned by the mana- 
gers, fetting forth how long the girl 
has been in the fchool, and that (he 
has behaved well, is given her. 

Reward books are beftow^d upon three 
girls in the head clafs, for the higheft 
numbers in the marking Book ufed oii 
Sundays, and fuch girls as behave 
well, are encouraged by being oc- 
cafionally employed by their friends, 
after fchool hours, in little houfehold 
matters, to prepare them for domefiic 
bufmefs. 

The benefits which have refulted from 
thefe Sunday Schools and Scliools of In- 
diifirif^ are generally acknowledged, 
and none can deny that a great change 

has 
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has been made by them in the appear- 
ance and manners of the children. — 
The girls are now neatly clothed, thofe of 
the School of Induftry in Green Gowns^ 
the Sunday Scholars in Brawn ones. 
On Sundays they >vear plain caps, and 
binders, white tippets and aprons; on^ 
week days the Induftiy Girls are re- 
quired to >viear coloured aprons, and 
handkerchiefs. JSy means of the Penny . 
and other /Regard Tickets^ the Boys 
have been furniflied with many ufe- 
lul articles of apparel. The moral 
improvement of the children in ge- 
neral has been proportionate to their 
outwurd appearance, and they are 
greatly civilized in comparifon of their 
rude fete at the commencement of 
the fchools. Many of the Girls have 
been taken ^ fervants into very refpec- 
table families, ^ad have given great. 
fatisfa6lion ; add from thofe I have had 
in my own houfehold, I am convinced 
that a very ufeful fqt of domeftic fer- 
vants 
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Vant» might be obtained, by taking 
Girls thus trained^ and attending to 
them afterwards^; but if they are to be 
abandoned to chance, there is no fay* 
ing that they will not be corrupted by 
the bad examples they are likely to 
meet with. 

Confidering the many dHadvantages 
attending the Boys, they have greatly 
exceeded expe£hition, and the Sunday 
School has never been without thole 
who were ready to learn any good thing 
their fiiperiours were difpofed to teacb 
them ; and eould they all be employed in 
the week, the benefit of Sunday Inftruc* 
tionAVould be apparent : but let us hope 
that even by their being kept from 
rambling about on Sundays, and accuf- 
tomcd to the habit of going to church, 
much actual good is done. The mis- 
fortune is, that in towns and village* 
near London there are fo many. 
attra^lions to diffipation, fo much 
bad example, and h many iU-advifers, 

that 
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that a boy has veiy little chance of 
efcaping corruption, unlefe he is fo 
happy as to have careful religious 
parents. 

It muft be acknowledged that fome 
of the Jir/ijckolars in ourfchools turned 
out very indifferently ; they were cor- 
rupted before they were admitted into 
the fchools, and did not continue long 
enough in them to have their principles 
corfcfledy and their manners reformed* 
This I apprehend has been the cafe in 
mofl places, and to this may be u^i* 
puted, in a great meafure, the odium 
which has been cail on Sunday Schools 
by perfans who did not confider that 
the fame means, which if timely ufed, 
will prevent coily may not be fufficient 
to eradicate it wheie it has taken deep 
root. However, this is a certain fa6i:, 
which iliould encourage perfcverance, 
that great changes for the better have 
frequently taken place even in thofe 

whtf 
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who had contraded .very bad habits. — 
And I have obferved with great fatis- 
fa6tion, that the Girls who leave the 
fchool, keep up the habit of going to 
church, even if their parents are ne- 
glectful of this duty. 



As I am very defirouis that rny propofed 
method of conveying religious in- 
ftruftion in the way of familiar con- 
*oerfation ihould be perfeftly under- 
• flood,. I will here fubjoin fpecimens 
of the Teachers Books, by which an 
experiment may be made of them. 

From the Teacher* s Affifianty Vd. L %d. Edition^ 
LECTURE I. 

Of God the Creator. 

hiftruQim, There is one God the Fatheh 
Almighty^ maker of every thing in heaven 
above and in the earth beneath, and in the water 
under the earth. God made the world, and aU 
things in it from nothing. God is called the 
Creator, becaufe he made all things from nothing;' 

there 
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there never would have been any thing whatever^ 
if God had not created it. God made the fon^ 
and the moon and the Hars. He made the treesj 
the grafs, the plants, the flowers, and whatever 
grows in the earth or the water. God naade all 
.living creatures, the birds, the beads, the fifties, 
the worms ; and all that crawl on the ground, and 
.all the infeds that feed upon trees and herbs, and 
that fly in the air. God made mankind alfo. 
: Mankind, iignify all the men, women, and chil- 
dren. We belong to mankind. Mankind are 
called human creatures. 

Quefitons,* Who made all things that are ? (Anf. 
God the Father Almighty.) How many Gods are 
there ? (Anf. One.) What did God make all 
things from ? (Anf. Nothing.) What is God called, 
becaufe he made all things from nothing ? (Anf. 
The Creator.) What is the meaning of the word 
create? (Anf. To make things from nothing.) Is it 
not very wonderful to think of God's making all . 
ithings from nothing ? (Anf. Yes.) Are there not a 
great many difierent kinds of creatures ? (Anf. 
Yes.) What kind of creatures do you belong to ? 
^ Anf, Mankind.) Who are meant by mankind ? 

. • Obferve that the Anfwers are put betw t ^ooks, l«;ft 
commoa teachers ibould be at lofs, when the children do not 
aoTwer right. 

Anfw.) 
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(Anf. Men, women, and children.) Wiat elfe ate 
floankbd called? (Anf« Hnman creatures,] &c. 



Part of LeSure Fill, on Mora! Duties. 

Ittftru3iw. There is one kind of difhoneftj, 
which is often pradiced without thought by 
workmen, and that is wafting the time for which 
they are paid, and the materials belonging to the 
trade or mamifk^ure they work at. Of the fame 
nature with ^his, is the crime of many houfehold 
fervants, who take every opportunity of being 
idle, and who make no fcrople of wailing provi* 
lions, or giving them away without leave ; nay, 
too often they go farther, and pilfer tea and fugar, 
and other things which they fiippofe will not be 
mified ; but they fhould remember, that nothing 
is hid from the eye of God, and that the Day of 
Judgn^nt will come, when they will be called to 
account for all their bad a^ons/ 

QueJHms. Is it honeft for workmen to wafte and 
deftroy the materials and implements which they 
make ufe of? (Anf. No.) Who dothoTe things 
belong to ? jfAnf. Their Mafter.) Do they hot coft 
money ? (Anf. Yes.) Is it honeft to negled tak- 
ing care of horfes and affes, and other dumb crea- 
tures belonging to a mafter ? (Anf. No.) Suppose 
thofe creatures die from being ill ufed, who is the 

lofcr? 
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lofer? (Anf. Their mafter.) How can the mailer 
get others ? (Anf. He muft bay them.} Then the 
deftroying his cattle is a kind of robbery^ is it 
.not ?^(Aof. Yes.) What do mafters and miftreiTes 
pay th^ir fervantsand workmen for ? (Anf. Their 
time and their labour.) Suppofe a man^ a woman^ 
a boy or girl^ loiters away any of the hours th^ 
have agreed to work in^ what do they do ? (An& 
They rob their mafter or'miftrefi.) Is it not juft 
the fame as taking money oiit of their pocket ? 
(Anf. Yes.} Is it not much better to beabk to fay 
when you take wages, / earned this fairly and h^ 
n^iyf (Anf. Yes, &c. &c.) 



From the Scripture CatcQhifmy VoLL 

SECTION IX, ON LESSON IX. 

Rtadthe 'wUle Leffon. 

Ex^anatkn, The earth was now a ne^ ivorldy 

for every thing in it was renewed. Noah and his 

family, were the only human beings in it. And 

the Lord having fuffered the curfe upon the 

ground to end with the wicked'inhabitants, whdm 

he faw fit to cut off, gracioufly reftored the bh/s» 

inghs. pronounced upon the earth at the creation ; 

and gave mankind the like dmniniaa over the lower 

creatures, 
8 
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creatures^ which coalcl never have been kept up, if 
Cod had not implanted in the nature of brute 
creatures 2i fear and dread of mankind^ for many of 
them are much ftrongerthan men. God alfo gave 
mankind leave to kill animals for food. In a Rate 
of innocence^ before death was brought into the 
world, mankind were to live upon fruits and herbs. 
« To retrain men from l^itling one another, God 
now madr a Law againft murder. It is an of- 
fence againft God himiielf, to murder one of that 
kind which has borne the Divine Image. 

To deliver Noah and his family from the dread 
of another general flocJd, and to prevent thofe who 
fhould come after him from living in fear of it, 
God vouchfafed to make an Everlasting Co- 
venant with mankind, and all other living crea- 
tures. The Bvw which God appointed as the 
Token of this Covenant, was the R^nmbanjo. When 
a Rainbow appears, it is a fure fign that it does 
not rain all over the world at that time, for the 
Rainbow is occafioned by the fun Ihining upon the 
clouds. 

The. family of Noah kept together, for a con- 
fiderable tlnie after the flood ; but all the nations 
that ever lived in the world, or who no)v inhabit 
it, proceeded originally from one or other of the 
three fons of Noah. 

Queftknu In what light might the earth be con- 

fidered 
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fidered after the flood ? (Anf. As anew world*.} 
Of how many perfons did the race of maa con* 
fift after the flood ? (Anf. Of eight perfons.) Wha 
were they ? (Anf. Noah and his wife, and his thre^ 
fons, and their wive*.) What did Ged gracioufly^ 
do, after he had renewed all things ? (Anf. God 
|»Ie£^ Noah and his fons..) What did God implant 
in brute creatures ? (Anf. A fear and dread of 
mankind.) What law did God make,^ to p^vent 
men from killing one another? (Anf. Whofoever 
iheddeth roan's blood, by man ihall his blood be 
Ihed.) Why is- it a greater crime to idll z man: 
than any other living creature ? (,Anf., Becaufe 
man was made in the image of God.) What did 
God make with mankind> that they might not be: 
afraid of another general flood? (Anf. An ever- 
lafting Covenant.) What did God promife ? ( AnC 
That he would no more cut off aU flefh^, and de-^ 
{broy the earth by a flood.) With whom did God 
Biake this Covenant ? (Anf. Withevery livingcrea- 
tore for perpetual generations.) EHd God appoint 
any fign or token of this Covenant I (Anf». Yes^ 
the Rainbow.) Did the family of Noah feparate 
from each otker immediately after the flood ?' (Anf^ 
No, they kept together.) Who proceeded from one 
or other of the fons of Noah ? ( Anf. All the nation* 
•f the earth.) How long did Noah live after the 
food ? ( Aiof*: Three hundied and fifty years*} Howt 
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#ld wti lie when be died ? ( Anf*. Nine haadred 
aad fiftf yesuTf.) 



PraQical Injiruftions. 

h4truBkm. Though God had yoachfafed to 
make an ererlafttng^ Coreqant, that the earth 
ihottid no more be deftioyed hj *water, we learn 
from the New Teftament^ that it will Jnally be 
ik&Toytd hjfir, and that its deftrudion will be 
tsfbdden at that of the old world by the flood. 
We cannot tdl when this will happen; we (hould 
dieiefere kam righteouTnefs and praftice it^ that 
we nay not be cot off in our fins* As God 
Tonchfafed to take the lower creatines into hia 
ererlafting Corenant^ we ihonld learn from thence 
to treat them* with kindncTs while they liVe^ and 
to put Atem to as eafy a death as poffible^ when 
we are oUiged to kill them forfeod^ And when* 
fver we Tiew a Rainbow, we fliould call to mind 
Gen's mercy and goodneft in making his ever* 
kiting Coirenanr, and be thaidLfnl. 

^uepmu Will not the earth be deftr<qred again 9 
(Anf. Yes.) How will it bedeftroyedt (Anf. Bf 
iie.) Is it known when tlM* will happen? {Aolt^ 
No.) What ihonld we do in order to be prepared 
itf^ke end of the world and oorowndcath ? (AnC» 

team 
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Learn Righteoofnefs) and praAice it.) Do ye think 
God will be pleafed with thofe who torture the 
creatures he has taken into Covenant with him. 
felf? (Anf. No.) What ihould the Rainbow put 
us in mind of ? (Anf. God's everlafting Cove. 
nant.) Does not this Covenant concern us ? (Anf. 
Yes.) What ihould we be then for it ? (Anf. 
Thankful.) 
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